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By Lou Chapman The results of an independent 
_ Denver Post Environment Writer : panel of experts that Skaggs is 
The Department of Energy and naming to analyze the incineration 
Rockwell International have Proposal is among the studies that 
agreed to delay a trial burn of 3,100 Romer and Skaggs want to be fin- 
pounds of hazardous. and radioar- ished before the trial burn. 
tive waste at Rocky Flats until Ju- “Had they chosen to stand on le- 
ly 6, officials said. Monday. gal niceties, they might well have 
Gov. Roy Romer and U.S. Rep. just ignored our. request,” Skaggs 
David Skaggs asked for the delay Said. “They are, J think, trying to 
last week to allow three studies of meet the governor and me halfway 
the incineration plans to be com- on this request, and 1 appreciate 
pleted and reviewed. ۰ that spirit of cooperation.” 
“We still believe the process it- The Energy Department does 
self is.safe, but wanted to cooper- not need state approval to conduct 
ate withthe govérñor and Rep. the trial burn. .. - 
Skaggs ds Vostswe could,” said Pat Romer sought the extra time be- ۸ 


Etchart, spokesman for Rockwell, fore the trial burn to allow the fed- 


i ; ral Centers for Disease Control in 
میت سد‎ Rocky Flats for the Atlanta to finish a study of the pos- 
Earl Whiteman. area -. sible health risks from air emis- ws 
` for. the. Energy Department ai SONS created by the incinerator Y ， 
` Rok Tils al: ominick Sal -at and for the state health depart- - 
` mipili ba - ment to review the answers to doz- 
۱ 1 کت‎ ens of questions it put to the Ener- 
A ”_ gy Department and Rockwell: 
livered to y para 


Skaggs and Romer Mon- > “I applaud the spirit of coopera- À 


day th ial 3; i 1 
bo at they would delay the trial tion which the delay represents,” 


The 10-day trial incineration was’ Romer said. 


on a regular basis. . 1 it = ما‎ ۳ 
In agreeing to the delay, White- ver Medical Society and the Sierra 3 و4‎ -3 ww 

man told Skaggs and Romer that Club, contended the test burn pro- 人 IT 

regular incineration of the Rocky Bosal is technically inadequate and NRE aK 

Flats’ chemically contaminated doesn’t offer. essential data on the. دا‎ AA a. 


nated, low-level radioactive waste ,, More than a dozen speakers, in- 2 Ya 


radioactive waste must begi > levels of plutonium and uranium: 
early ‘Sept iber to avoi 1 oN by that would be emitted. 
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Rocky Mountain News Staff 


The Denver City Council last night 
unanimously passed a resolution express- 
ing its reservations about a test burn of 
radioactive wastes at Rocky Flats. 

And after hearing testimony from 
more than a dozen opponents of the burn, 
council members Hiawatha Davis and 
Bill Roberts said they want the council to 
consider another resolution expressing 
opposition to plans to follow the test burn 
with permanent burning of radioactive 
materials at the facility. 


names as sponsors of the resolution, 


the Colorado Department of Health and 
other regulatory agencies. 


All 13 council members added their. 


which will be sent to Gov. Roy Romer, 


The vote was greeted with applause, 


AAA ا‎ 
Council urges halt to Flats test burn 


and opponents of the burning said they 
hope the council's move will prompt oth- 
er governing bodies to take a stand. 

The resolution, -which has no weight 
beyond expressing the council’s feelings, 
urged the state to deny a permit for the 
test burn. But no permit is required for a 
test burn. 


Rockwell International, which operates 
Rocky Flats under contract with the De- 
partment of Energy, announced yester- 
day it-would delay the test burn planned 
for later this month until July 6 to allow 
state and federal officials to study the 
plan further. ۱ 


In other action, the council approved 
spending $600,000 for repairs to the 20th 
Street viaduct. The money later will be 


repaid by the Colorado Highway Depart- 


ment, city officials said. 
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Rocky Flats' 


burn delayed 
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By SUE LINDSAY 
Rocky Mountaín News Staff Writer 


A controversial test burn of radioactive 
waste at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant will be delayed until July 6 so that 
federal, state and local reviews of the plan 
can be completed, officials at the plant said 
yesterday. ۱ 

Environmental groups and residents have 
protested the plan, fearing that radioactive 
plutonium would escape and blow over resi- 
dential areas. The test burn was set for later 
this month. 

Letters reporting the delay were hand- 
delivered yesterday to Rep. David E. 
Skaggs, D-Colo., and Colorado Gov. Roy 
Romer, both of whom had asked that the 
burn be delayed. Skaggs proposed March 29 
that a panel of experts evaluate the plan. 

“I'm very pleased by their decision,” said 
Skaggs. “(The Department of Energy) and 
Rockwell (International) went out of their 
way in this, and that reflects an intent to 
cooperate with the panel and meet public 
concerns about this issue.”  . 

Romer said he “applauded” the spirit of 
cooperation the decision represented. “Such 
cooperation is essential if we are to protect 
the health of the citizens of this state and to 
make the wisest decisions about the handling 
of such toxic wastes,” he said. 
| Romer said the delay will allow comple- 
tion of a state health department study into 
technical aspects of the burn and a federal 
study of assessing health risks, as well as the 
review by the Skaggs panel. . 

The letters to Skaggs and Romer were 
signed by Department of Energy area man- 
ager Albert E Whiteman and Dominick J. 
Sanchini of Rockwell International, which 
ا‎ the plant for the Energy Depart- 

“We believe that the risks to the public 


for review 


ALL INFORMAT 


TE 
TIN CONTA — i b7C 
EON CLASSIF i 
o des seme vie 
| ۴ 5۱, DOJ 


ê 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Dat SES 了 7 i 

Eales Rocky Mounfarn Nevis 

p 7 Denver; CO, 
t 

Title: Keck Plats’ fest burn 

delayed for review 


Character: 
or 


are extremely low and that the trial burn 
could safely proceed as scheduled,” the let- 
ters said.“However, we are cognizant of the 
facts that your independent panel has not 
been formed or begun its work, and we wish 
to cooperate fully with that group.” 

Skaggs said he is “nailing down those indi- 
viduals” to serve on the panel, intends to 
announce the panel members this week and 
expects it to begin its work within the next 
two weeks. 

The panel is empowered by Adams, Boul- 
der and Jefferson counties and the cities of 
Arvada, Broomfield and Westminster. 


Under state and federal hazardous waste 
regulations, Rockwell does not need state or 
EPA approval for the test burn. “They could 
have relied upon legal niceties (to go ahead 
with the test burn) and chose not to. That's 
worth noting,” Skaggs said. 


Rockwell wants to burn radioactive pluto- 
nium and uranium-contaminated materials 


as well as hazardous chemicals to reduce the 
volume of contaminated waste at the plant. 
More than 100 tons of the wastes are stored 
there, and no disposal site for this kind of 
waste exists in the United States. 

The program to burn the waste must be 
fully operational by September because the 
plant is running out of space to store the 
waste, officials said in the letters. 
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States given clout 
on mixed waste 


` Struggle by Colorado set precedent 


By JANET DA 


News Environmental Writer 


The U.S. Department of Energy 
has agreed to give all states the 
authority Colorado last year fought 
hard to win — to regulate mixed 
radioactive and chemical wastes at 
its facilities, the agency announced 
yesterday. 

The Colorado Department of 
Health and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Region 8 in 


Denver last year battled to gain . 


control over mixed waste cleanup 


at the Rocky Flats nuclear weap- 


ons facility between Golden and 
Boulder. 
Mixed wastes, until Colorado’s 


July agreement, fell through the: 


regulatory cracks. 


The state, under the federal Re- 


source Conservation and Recovery 
Act, has authority over chemical 
contamination cleanup at the fed- 
eral facility. Purely radioactive 
wastes are governed by the Atomic 
Energy Act with no state over- 
sight. 

Mixed wastes, however, have 
both radioactive ánd chemical con- 
tamination that DOE considered 
“byproduct material” and not reg- 
ulated by states. Colorado health 


. officials threatened lawsuits unless 


DOE let the state monitor mixed 
waste cleanup at Rocky Flats. 


agreed. Under that new authority, 
Colorado can require state permits 
for cleanup operations, including 
the controversial Rocky Flats plan 
to. incinerate mixed wastes. 

“We set a precedent of environ- 
mental quality and control,” said 
Mike Sattler, a Rocky Flats proj- 
ect manager for the health depart- 
ment's hazardous waste division. 
“We fought and won it. One of the 
states had to do that. Other states 
can now follow our lead.” 

An internal DOE memo released 
in Congress this week shows the 
agency signed the Colorado agree- 


ment only to avoid a no-win law-. 


suit and to take press and public 
attention away from pollution 
problems at the plant. 

“Much of the good press we have 
gotten from the (agreement) has 
taken attention away from just 
how really bad the site is,” the 
memo stated. 

Colorado in 1984 was among the 
first states in the country to gain 
federal authority to enforce the 
Resource Conservation and Recov- 
ery Act. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency reviews the 
state's work. 

“Colorado pushed (mixed waste 
authority) very strongly and we 
supported them,” said Robert Du- 
prey, head of the EPA waste man- 


agement division in Denver. “T 


gather that ultimately everyone 
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By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Preoccupation with a proposed test incinera- 
tion of radioactive and chemical waste has 
diverted public attention from many other pol- 
lution problems at the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant, health officials said yesterday. 

Representatives of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and Colorado Department of 
Health yesterday answered questions about 
Rocky Flats for the Newsmakers show on 
KMGH-Channel 7. The program will air Sunday 
morning. 

“There are many other concerns (at Rocky 
Flats) that are not getting (public) attention,” 
said Peter Bierbaum, health department proj- 
ect coordinator for the Rocky Flats cleanup 
operation. 


‘Slate. health officials last year gained the : 


aathgrity ténianitor cleanup of mixed radioac- 
3 chemital: wastes a at the U.S. Depart- 
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DATE 


ment of Energy facility 16 miles northwest of 
Denver. The plant uses plutonium to make 
triggers for nuclear weapons. 

The comprehensive cleanup plan proposed by 
plant operators Rockwell international Corp. 
includes incinerating solid and liquid mixed 
wastes to reduce the amount of waste stored at 
the plant. 

Nearby residents and environmental groups 
fear the incineration will spew radioactive piu- 
tonium into the air. Plant officials say the 
releases will be negligible. 

“The trial burn is rather minuscule; there are 
many other issues at the plant,” said the EPA's 
Nat Miullo. “Concern can never really be over- 
stated, but the process is viable, there's been a 
lot of research and the (incinerator) should be 
given a chance to prove its ability to manage 
these types of waste streams.” 

Officials from Rockwell and DOE were invit- 
ed to participate iy the program but declined, 
KMGH officials said. 

Other concerns that state officials must ad- 
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dress in cleaning up pollution at the site include 
closing old waste ponds that have leaked. gsver 
the years; cleaning up contaminated portiétis of 
the plant’s landfill; analyzing the extent of 
groundwater pollution and preventing any fur- 
ther contamination. 

The two-week test incineration is scheduled 
to begin July 6. ; 

No national disposal. site for the chemical- 
radioactive wastes exists, and the plant is ely 
to_run out of storage tank space for: 
wastes in July and fill up its solid waste stone 
space later in the year. 

Without incineration or another disposal 
method, the plant must seek state approvatfor 
alternative storage such as putting the liquids 
in barrels rather than tanks. 

Both state and federal health officials are 
reviewing technical information about Rock- 
well’s incineration plan and will decide, proba- 
bly within the month, whether to approve the 
test incineration. The plant can go ahead. wur 


- out permission, however. 
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Scientists, engineers warn of danger 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Rocky Flats’ plan for burning mixed ra- 
dioactive and chemical waste is a “Pando- 
‘ra’s box” of problems that threaten worker 
and public safety, a group of scientists and 
engineers said yesterday. 

The group earlier met with the state 


& What's being pro- 
posed here is a Pan- 
dora’s box. What’s 
released (into the air) 
can’t be put back 

in its original con- 
tainer, no matter 
how much money is 
thrown at it.) 


Harvey Nichols, 
CU biology professor 


ب | ب __ | 


health department and the U.S. Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency to protest the trial 
incineration. The five-member group re- 
viewed Rocky Flats’ proposal for Citizens 
Against Rocky Flats Contamination, which 
opposes the test burn. 


AMONG THE SCIENTISTS’ concerns 
were that the incinerator is designed so it 
could explode, the emission-monitoring sys- 
tem is ineffective, toxic releases are under- 
estimated, alternatives are not examined 
and the area’s unique weather patterns 
aren't considered. 

“What’s being proposed here is a Pando- 


biology of Colorado at 
Boulder: sed (into the air) can't 
be put التق‎ «original container, no 


matter how 


ra's box,” said Harvey Nichols, professor of . 


money is thrown at jt._.._tion. 


“What happens in the next year will be a 
blot on Colorado endlessly, forever, given 
plutonium’s halflife of thousands of years.” 

Rocky Flats, run by Rockwell Internation- 
al Corp. for the U.S. Department of Energy, 
manufactures radioactive plutonium trig- 
gers for nuclear warheads. The process gen- 
erates tons of mixed radioactive and chemi- 
cal wastes. 

The plant earlier this year proposed incin- 
erating the wastes to reduce the volume and 
put them in a more stable form. A test of the 
plan was scheduled for the end of the month. 

Nearby residents and environmental 
groups have opposed the burn, claiming 
deadly plutonium particles could be released 
into the air and blow to populated areas. 
Health officials, Gov. Roy Romer and Rep. 
David Skaggs have called for a delay in the 
burn. 

The four scientists at yesterday’s press 
conference were Nichols; Neils Schonbeck, a 
chemistry professor at Metropolitan State 
College; Joseph Goldfield, a professional en- 
gineer specializing in pollution control; and 
Gale Biggs, consulting meteorologist. 


Rocky Flats officials have said the 
amount of plutonium released would be neg- 
ligible and pose no public health threat. 


“The effect is cumulative. Another release 
into the environment, no matter how low it 
is, is a bad idea,” Schonbeck said. 


The incinerator is designed so rapid 
changes in temperature could cause it to 
blow up, Goldfield said, a problem not ad- 
dressed in Rockwell's proposal. 


STATE AND federal health officials have 
demanded more detailed technical answers 
about the process, but Rockwell has yet to 
provide them. The giant defense contractor 
has asked for additional time to answer the 
questions, but hasn't agreed publicly to delay 
a test burn. A federal official earlier this 
week said Rockwell officials had told him 
the test would be postponed. 


Rockwell does not need state approval for 
the test, but it does for full-time incinera- 
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۸ look at facility 


incinerator 


Meeting with Flats — 
zoperators planned - 


8y Lou Chapman 

Denver, Post Environment Writer 

«Six scientists who are reviewing 

cky Flats’ planned test burn of 

hazardous, radioactive waste want 
a, firsthand look at the incinerator 
and face-to-face talks with those 
who operate it. 

“Getting a chance to see the op- 
efation is very important,” said 
Dy. Paul Fennelly, general manag- 
ef of the air toxics and environ- 
mental engineering group of Envi- 
ronmental Research 
Technology in Boston. “And we'll 
gét'a chance to talk with the peo- 
ple who are responsible’ for the 
work. That’s just as important as 
the facilities there.” 


Chemically hazardous 


: Fennelly and five other scien- 
tists; all members of a review pan- 
el convened.by U.S. Rep. David 
‘Skaggs of Boulder, will meet in 
Denver Friday ånd Saturday to 
study a proposal’ by the -Depart- 
ment of Energy and Rockwell Ia- 


ternational Corp. to burn tons oh. 


waste at Rocky Flats that is chem- 


e hazardous, and tainted with : 


levels of radioactivity. 

; Fennelly has helped design in- 
dustrial hazardous-waste incinera- 
tars. He said the weekend meeting 
will be a basic information-gather- 
ing process. 

Other members of the panel 
shared tha that view. : 


and 


“ork | 
` “There's always something I 
pick up on a site tour that's not ap- 


“As I understand it,” said Dr, 


Genevieve Roessler, coordinator” 


of the radiation science progi ram in 
the Nuclear Engineeri epart- 
ment of the University: ۵ “Florida, 


“we'll meet with DOE personnel, ` 


look at the facility, and then decide 
if we have. enough information to 
Say whether” the test burn is safe 
or poses a public risk, 

r. Jim Ruttenber of the federal 
Centers for Disease Control in At- 
lanta and a specialist in assessing 
public health risks, said he needs to. 


look at the incinerator to under- 
Stand how its air filters are. install- 
ed: 


«and How the entire filtering and 


environmental protection system 


parent. on paper,” Ruttenber said. 


‘Individual advisory group | 


The panel was created by Skaggs 
to act as an independent advisory 
group to local governments and the. 
Colorado Department of Health. 
Members already have received 
data from the health department 
and Rockwell about the incinera- 
tion plan. 


The panel’s deliberations Friday 
and Saturday will be open to the 
public. However, a Friday tour of 
the incinerator at Rocky Flats will 
be closed. 


` The public deliberations begin at 
8:30 a.m. both days at the West- 
minstet Ramada Hotel, 8773 Yates 
rive. 
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By Lou Chapman Classification: 
Denver Post Environment Writer Submitting Office: 
The Department of Energy and Denver CD 
Rockwell International Corp. will E + 
. not participate in a public, scientif- 9 
ic evaluation of their proposal to xa 


burn chemically hazardous and ra- ` 
dioactive waste at the Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons plant near Den- 
عت انين‎ said سس‎ 1 
e Department o ice has 
that.we not discuss details of 
ration project in a public 


Rockwell spokesman | 


forum,” ' 
Pat Etchart. | 

The Justige Department is de- | 
fending the Eyergy Department in 
a suit that alleges a test burn 
scheduled to begin July 6 cannot be 
allowed unless it is preceded by a 
major environmental impact 
study. i 

U.S. Rep. David Skaggs, who has | 
convenéd a national panel of six | 


scientists to review test burn plans, 
questioned Energy Department of- A Y 
ficials in Washington on Thursday | | 
afternoon about the agency pulling - : 
out of the public forum. A Ke 

“I am disappointed and ex- 4 


Se 
tremely angered by the Depart- 
ment of Energy and Rockwell’s de- 


cision to ‘shut the public out of their 


briefing of the panel,” Skaggs said ۱ 
Thursday night. “The purpose of 
the panel is to serve as the people's ۱ 


experts.” 
The panel created by Skaggs is 

meeting today and Saturday in 2 Y ee 

public sessions to evaluate the 4 一 y ¢ SAA a 

technology and public health risk aso a: 

posed by the incineration. The A 


meetings will be at 8:30 a.m. at the ماه‎ AAU a 
Ramada Hotel Westminster, 8773 ۱ 5 
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Scientists 
endorse 
Rocky Flats burn 


But queries, changes, 
likely to delay testing 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Six nationally known scientists gave tentative blessings 
yesterday to a plan to incinerate mixed radioactive and 
chemical wastes at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant. 

But the panel of scientists, organized by U.S. Rep. David 
Skaggs, D-Colo., indicated that the proposed July 7 starting 
date for the two-week test probably will be delayed while 
plant officials answer dozens of technical questions and 
consider changes the panel has proposed. 

“It’s not a question of whether (the test burn will take 
place), but how,” Skaggs said when the panel'ended two days 
of discussions. The group set June 26 for further discussion 
and review of Rocky Flats' response. 

Rocky Flats officials, meanwhile, are testing the incinera- 
tor in anticipation of the trial burn, the nation's first such 

he Officials will try the incinerator on non-hazardous 


Asac 


-o 


` office trash within the next two weeks. 


E 


Plant officials proposed incineration of mixed wastes 
earlier this year to reduce the volume of such wastes stored 
at the plant awaiting a national disposal site. The state has 
asked for-a-two-week test of the process before deciding 
whether to approve full-time incineration. 

Citizen outrage and some health officials’ concerns 
prompted Skaggs to stage an independent review of the plan. 
Rocky Flats officials had said they would provide the Skaggs 
panel with information and consider its recommendations. 

“It’s important that the trial burn go ahead to provide 
valid information,” said panel member Paul Fennelly, of 
Environmental Research and Technology Inc. of Boston. 

“Without it,” he said, “we’d find ourselves in a scientific 
gridlock without all the information (needed for a decision 
on full-time burning). 

“Initially, our question was, should the trial burn even 
take place? Generally, it looks like the right thinking and 
planning have been done to conduct it, although we'd like to 
see more information.” 

But panel members said the current plan has many holes 
in it and leaves many questions unanswered. 

Among the groups’ recommendations are that the plant: 


m Conduct a “pre-test” test of the incinerator, using non- 
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hazardous materials, to make sure it operates safely. 


m Monitor gaseous emissions from the incinerator. Cur- 
rent plans call for monitoring only particulate emissions. 
Panel members are concerned that some radioactive ele- 
ments and hazardous chemicals could escape as gases. 

=i Conduct one test of actual liquid waste stored at the 
plant. Current plans call for testing only “simulated” liquid 
wastes, primarily the hard-to-destroy chemical carbon tet- 
rachloride. 

= Rewrite the entire proposal. Panel members are con- 
cerned that as the plan has been modified to accommodate 
public concerns, changes have not been made in writing and 
are not listed in one place. The panel recommends that a 
new plan be submitted to health officials. 
` Rocky Flats, 16 miles northwest of Denver, makes pluto- 
nium triggers that detonate nuclear weapons. It is operated 
by Rockwell International Corp. for the U.S. Department of 
Energy. 

Officials from both DOE and Rockwell refused to partici- 
pate in this weekend’s public hearings, and instead gave a 
presentation to the panel at the plant. The plant also barred 
the media and the steelworkers union that represents work- 
ers at the plant, from the meeting with panel members yy 
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* Rockwell International Corp. | 

have answers by Friday to 

úestions about قال‎ plan to test He E 
furn 3,100 pounds of radioactive Submitting oMa: de | 
find hazardous waste at Rocky Denwer CC | 

<< Flats nuclear weapons plant, offi- Indexing: 
| 

f£ials said Tuesday. 
'„ Dozens of questions about the ine. 2 
cineration were raised recently by 
an independent panel of scientists 
selected by U.S. Rep. David 
Skaggs to review the plan. . : 

If the test burn proves safe, the 
state health department probably | 
will approve the routine incinera- | 
tion of such waste at Rocky Flats. 


Panel met June 5-6 ; | 


Skaggs’ panel of national health 
and incineration experts met June . 
5 and 6 in Westminster to review ۱ 
information from Rockwell,. the | 
state Health Department and the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency about the test burn and the 


Character: 
or 
Classification: 


incinerator. / 

. Rockwell pulled out of the meet- 内 S 
ing at the last minute, saying the j 4 
U.S. Justice Department ruled that ` ~ 
company representatives couldn't. ; 
discuss the project publicly be- | 
cause of a lawsuit brought by the 


Sierra Club and a group of citizens ` 
to block the incineration. E : 
‘But after briefing Westminster k 35 
officials at a public meeting three ۱ 
days later, Rockwell said the Jus- 
ticé Department ruling applied on- 
ly to technical personnel who may 
have to testify in the lawsuit. ١ 
On Monday, a spokesman 
. changed the story again, saying the 
decision not to participate in the.. 
panel was.made by the Energy De- 
partment, not the U. 5. Justice De- 
partment. 


Unable to say . 


:On Tuesday, Rockwell spokes- 
man Pat Etchard was unable to` 
say whether the ruling came from ١ ee A 
the Department of Energy or. the 
Justice Department... ۰ 
‘ Last Thursday, Skaggs sent the 
group's questions to Rockwell, ad- 


ding that. he hoped they. could be / mu 
supplied. by this Friday. : - af 5 
+ Rockwell 11 responded that it could FBi/ DOJ 


have the answers by. Friday. - x 
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By Beth Frerking 

۱ Post Washington Bureau : 

ws WASHINGTON سه‎ Rep. David 
$egs has asked the General At: 
inting Office to investigate how 
the Department of Energy man- 
agés environmental, safety and 
‘health programs at nuclear weap- 


Flats plant near Denver. . .. 
. Under current management, the 
department's assistant secretary 
` for defense programs has budget 
authority .over the environmental, 


a Boulder Democrat. . .‏ اي 


عم الى 
چا 


موو 


; asks probe 0 
. ing bombs are also su 


` ong facilities, including the Rocky 


- safety and health programs, said ` 


هو من wn‏ 


“It “leaves you with a fox-guard- 
ing-the-chicken-coop situation,” 
Skaggs said. “People who are mak- 
to be 
cleaning up after themselves.” 


Skaggs said he became con- 
cerned about the Department of 


Energy's management system last . 
‘spring when Mary Walker, the de- 


partment's assistant secretary for 


environment, safety and health, 
- could not tell a House committee 


how much money.is spent on safe- 


Ay programs. 


Walker also did not know how 
the department established priori- 


4 


plant programs 
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ttes for the environmental, safety ! 
. and health budget, said Skaggs. . , 
, The separation of authority over , 
funding - and implementation , 
-prompted Skaggs and Rep. James ' 
Scheuer, D-N.Y., to request the 
GAO study, Skaggs said. 9 
“There are serious concerns 
-that having the budgetary control 
of environmental activities in an 
-office where that is a secondary 
mission keeps those activities from 
receiving proper attention and pri- 
ority,” Skaggs and Scheuer wrote 
in their June 19 letter to Charles 
Bowsher, comptroller general. J 
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By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Rocky Flats plans to use the maximum amount of plutoni- 
um allowed in a test incineration of mixed radioactive and 
chemical wastes, according to a report released yesterday 
by U.S. Sen. Timothy Wirth. 

At the same time. health officials agreed to delay indefi- 
nitely the nuclear weapons plant's trial burn at the request 
of U.S. Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo., and Gov. Roy Romer. 
The two asked for the delay until additional public bealth 
studies are conducted. 

The U.S. Department of Energy facility, operated by 
Rockwell International Corp., had proposed a two-week trial 
incineration for the end of May. Public outrage and health 
officials’ questions, however, prompted Romer and Skaggs 
teheall for a delay. ' 


“MORE THAN ONE half of Colorado’s citizens, some 1.7 
million people, live within 30 miles of the Rocky Flats 
plant,” Romer said. “Their safety and peace of mind must be 
my paramount concern. Therefore, until 1 am secure in the 
belief that incineration is a safe way to dispose of the 
hazardous and mixed wastes at Rocky Flats, 1 must request 
that you delay the trial burn.” 

Skaggs made a similar appeal, say- 
ing “a delay would make more sense 
than going forward with the test be- 
fore it has been thoroughly evaluat- 
ed. We shouldn’t treat Rockwell's op- 
erating schedule as the determining 
factor in setting the test schedule.” 

Rocky Flats, between Golden and 
Boulder, produces triggers — small 
fission bombs — for nuclear weap- 
ons. Numerous radioactive elements 
and hazardous materials are used in 
tie process: providing a steady ۳ 
stream of mixed wastes. Incinera- David 
tion, company officials claim, will Rep. Skaggs 
reduce the amount of waste and pose less risk than storing it 
at the site. 5 

Health officials have questioned what radioactive ele- 
ments and in what amounts would be used in the trial burn. 
As of late yesterday, Rockwell had not supplied that infor- 
mation to the Colorado Department of Health. 

The company has until Thursday to answer more than 80 
technical questions raised last month by the health depart- 
ment. 


BUT IN A letter sent to Wirth, a Colorado Democrat, on 
March 23, Rockwell officials itemized the amounts of urani- 
um, plutonium and hazardous chemicals to be burned in six 
tests. The last two burns would include amounts of plutoni- 
um that “are the maximum allowed as low-level waste,” the 
letter stated. Any more plutonium, and the materials would 
be considered more dangerous waste. 

The plutonium level in the test burn would be more than 
300 times greater than that expected in the actual wastes 
that would be incinerated on a full-time basis. 

State health officials yesterday had not seen Rockwell’s 
letter to Wirth, but Peter Bierbaum, a Rocky Flats project 
coordinator with the health department, said he'd prefer 
that the test initially use smaller amounts of plutonium and 
work up to the full amount. 

Rockwell officials originally said they would use only 
radioactive uranium in the test burn, but later decided that 
testing plutonium-contaminated materials would better 
evaluate the incinerator's effectiveness on hundreds of tons 
of wastes to be burned. 

If the test incineration works, full-time incineration would 
mean 30 weeks of round-the-clock incineration to take care 
of the waste backlog, and nine days of incineration a month 
to keep up with the waste production. 

‘The ash left from the process, itself a mixed hazardous 
and radioactive waste, will be set in concrete and stored on 
the plant until a disposal site is opened. No mixed-waste 

` disposal site exists anywhere in the country. 


ROCKWELL OFFICIALS have maintained since first pro- 
posing the incineration that emissions from the process 
would be negligible. 

Residents and environmental groups, however, remain 
concerned.that the incineration will release plutonium into 
the air that blows toward Denver. e 3 

Skaggs and Romer said the test should be delayed until the 
state health department, an t panel of experts 

brought together by Skaggs, and the federal Centers for 


-Gontrol complete studies .and health risk assess~ - 


ments of the plan. E sos 
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& Until | am secure in the 
belief that incineration is a 
safe way to dispose of 
the hazardous and mixed 


wastes at Rocky Flats, 1 
must request that you de- 
lay the trial burn.g 


"Gov. Roy Romer 
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to deflect scrutiny, memo says ۰ 


By JOAN LOWY 
Rocky Mountain News Washington Bursau 


WASHINGTON — Federal energy officials signed a 
much-touted agreement to clean up contamination at the 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant ly to deflect atten- 
tion from serious environmental problems there, according 
to an internal memorandum released yesterday. 

The Department of Energy memorandum, released at a 
congressional hearing, wasn’t dated or signed, but apparent- 
ly was written before the agreement was signed last July 
between DOE, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and the Colorado Department of Health. 

The agreement, the first in the nation, gave Colorado 
health officials the authority to clean up mixed chemical and 
radioactive wastes at the plant, between Boulder and Den- 
ver. State officials had threatened to sue the government if 
the agreement wasn't signed. 

The memo argues that DOE should accept the agreement 
because Rocky Flats’ environment) “makes it a 

r candidate for testing fine points of the law.” 
تسم‎ Flats “is in poor condition generally in terms of 
environmental compliance,” the memo states. “We have 
ibasically no ... groundwater monitoring wells, our permit 
applications are grossly deficient (and) some of the waste 
facilities there are patently illegal. 

“We have serious contamination and we have extremely 
limited environmental and waste characterization data for a 
ite of this complexity,” the memo continues. 

“Much of the good press we have gotten from the (draft 

agreement) has taken attention away from just how really 
bad the site is,” the memo states. “If we scrap the agree- 


Backhoe hits pipe, 


By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Environmenta! Writer 


A backhoe working east of the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant near Golden yesterday ruptured a natural 
gas pipeline and triggered an explosion. 

No injuries were reported, and the blast did not affect 
plant operations, although it could be heard miles away, 
spokesmen said. 


belonged to the Adolph Coors Co. 
Langheim said crews from Coors and Public Service 

Co. of Colorado were sent to repair the pipeline, which 

was shut down 10 minutes after the rupture. 

- ‘Phe-pipetine ts the main tine ‘into Coors’ 

'Gélden, Dif the loss یت‎ Gt’ IOWA My'opetal 


3 1 


ment and let ourselves fall into litigation, we are likely ما‎ | 
find ourselves trying to win issues in a less-than-favorable_| 
context wediave now finessed or avoided.” 

Dr. Thomas Vernon, Colorado health department director, 
said the memo demonstrates why his department felt the 
agreement was important “to the people and the environ- 
ment of Colorado ... that's why we pushed the lawsuit.” 

He said the agreement hasn't allowed Rocky Flats to 
escape scrutiny. 

“It certainly did not deflect any attention by us in terms of 
the regulatory program,” Vernon said. “We knew what the 
problems were and we proceeded. I think it might possibly 
have deflected some press and public attention for the 
moment.” 

he memo, identified as a briefing paper for Mary L. 
alker, who directs DOE's environmental programs, wasn't 
specifically discussed at yesterday's hearing before the 
House energy and commerce committee’s investigative pan- 
el. 

But DOE's conduct in negotiating cleanup agreements 
with other states brought strong criticism from several 
congressmen and state attorneys general at the hearing. 

DOE is guilty of “an ill-conceived, poorly orchestrated 
attempt to find every limitation and loophole possible in the 
requirements of state and federal hazardous waste laws,” 
declared Kathleen Mix, assistant attorney general for Wash- 
ington state, where Hanford nuciear reservation is located. 

Rep. Gerry Sikorski, D-Minn., said DOE has “proven they 
are an equal opportunity polluter .” 

Under the gan administration, DOE and the Justice 
Department have decided that federal agencies that violate 
environmental laws aren't subject to the same enforcement 
actions as local governments and private industry. 


sparks Flats blast 


Coors spokeswoman said. The company's primary fuel is 
coal. Only the porcelain and container buildings use natu- 
ral gas, but they have been using propane, the spokes- 
woman said. 

The explosion posed no danger to Rocky Flats’ manu- 
facturing facilities, where plutonium triggers for nuclear 
weapons are made, Langheim said. 

Yesterday's explosion was the second time in a month 
that construction at the facility cut into pipes. 

Rockwell officials reported at a regular meeting with 
state health officials that construction work in mid-March 
broke a line that leaked uranium-contaminated Ge 
waste onto the ground. The leak caused higher 
normal uranium levels in one of the company’s wastewa- 
ter ponds. ۱ 

The leak was diverted and held in the until the 
liquid could be analyzed, officials said. While the uranium... 
readings were higher than normal in the pond, they were 
greatly below levels that could cause any public beth 
effects, officials said. Pie عبر‎ a 
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Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer . 


A E 
Officials at Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant yesterday 


answered state, federal and public questions about a planned 
test incineration of fadioactive and chemical waste, but 
health officials say they will need more than a month to sort 
out the answers. —. ١ ۱ 

The plant, 16 miles northwest of Denver, has proposed a 
test incineration of mixed radioactive and chemically con- 
taminated materials — the first. such incineration in the 
country. But public outrage and official concern delayed the 


test, and health officials demanded answers from the Rock- 
well International Corp., which operates the plant for the 
partment of Energy. — دخ و‎ 
` The plant had until yesterday to provide answers to the 
hundreds of questions raised by the Colorado Department of 
Health, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and hun- 
dreds of Denver-area citizens. Shortly after 5 p.m., the 150- 
page response arrived at health department offices. ji 
“Probably by the end of June we'll have a fair evaluation 
of whether the responses are adequate or complete,” said 
Mike Sattler, heatih department project manager for Rocky 
Flats. “They've basically repeated the questions and re- 
sponded to each one individually. We've certainly got our job 
cut out to make sure they adequately respond to the qüés- 
tions we’ve asked.” sS IS 
“ Copies of the responses will be available early next week 
at public libraries in Denver, Boulder, Arvada, Westminster 
and Broomfield. E ce 
Rockwell early this year proposed incineration as a means 
of reducing the volume of the so-called mixed wastes that 
have piled up at the plant because no disposal site exists in 
the country. ie 5 
- Burning the wastes in an incinerator poses only a minirnal 
Fisk to the public, plant officials contend. But residents and 
environmental groups fear the process will spew radioactive 
‘plutonium into the air. 一 : A: ۱ 
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| Sierra Club, group 


sue to halt test burn 


By SUE LINDSAY 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 


The Sierra Club and a citizens 
environmental group filed suit 
yesterday asking a federal judge 
to stop the planned test burn of 
radioactive waste at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant be- 
cause it endangers the 1.5 million 
people in the metro area. 


. The Department of Energy and 
Rockwell International, which op- 
erates Rocky Fjats for DOE, are 
ants in the law- 


Flats ContaBBination, which repre- 
ple who live and 
work neaf the plant, joined in fil- 
ing the lawsuit with the Sierra 
Club: 1 


The lawsuit says the test “pre- 
sents an imminent and substantial 
endangerment.” It contends that 
the DOE and Rockwell violated 
federal and state laws in going 
ahead with plans for the test burn, 
which was delayed from this 
month to July 6 to allow further 
review. 


` The lawsuit potentially could de- 
lay the burn much longer, although 
the plaintiffs didn’t request an im- 
mediate hearing on an injunction. 

The burn will result in emissions 
of plutonium, uranium and toxic 
chemicals to the environment, the 
suit claims, endangering the lives 
of people in the metro area be- 
cause the contaminants cause can- 
= and other adverse health ef- 
fects. 


` Rocky Flats, northwest of Den- 
ver, makes nuclear explosives that 
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act as triggers for large nuclear 
weapons. It is testing incineration 
as a way to deal with the large 
quantities of mixed chemical and 
radioactive waste it has generated. 
There is no U.S. disposal facility 
for such mixed waste. lí the test 
succeeds, the plant would seek a 
permanent incineration operation. 
The complaint claims that DOE 
and Rockwell violated the Nation- 
al Environmental Protection Act 
by failing to prepare an environ- 
mental impact statement on the 
burn or to study alternatives to 
incineration of the waste. | ` 


The lawsuit asks for a court or- 
der barring the burning of radioac- 
tive waste at Rocky Flats until the 
government and Rockwell fully 
comply with state and federal 
laws and demonstrate that the 
burn won't endanger the public or 
the environment. 


The waste the plant intends to 
burn includes contaminated oil, 
solvents, paper, clothing, filters, 
latex gloves and plastics such as 
polyvinyl chloride. . 


But, the lawsuit said, no inciner- 
ation as proposed for Rocky Flats 
has ever been used in the U.S. to 
burn radioactive wastes. 


The plaintiffs argue that the tri- 
al burn isn't a proper test because 
the wastes the plant proposes to 
burn aren't the same wastes that 
would be regularly burned. 


Any amount of plutonium is dan- 
gerous to humans, and the waste 
also is likely to ‘dioxins 
and other toxic by-products that 
cause cancer and are among the 

_ most toxic substances ever creat- 
- ed by industry, the lawsuit said. 
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O 
A controversial July test burn of radioactive and' 


chemical waste at Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant 
could be delayed again if a panel named yesterday by Bee al an ] 
U.S. Rep. David Skaggs can't review the proposal in ۱ McCle 
time. . : ١ ; ards of plutonium 
` Skaggs yesterday named six scientists from around Genevieve R 
the country to study plans by the U.S. Department of ordinator 5 
Energy to incinerate hundreds of tons of mixed ment of Nucl 


medical epidemiologist, fed- 
se Control, Atlanta. He has 
evie d radiation-handling facilities including the 
proh em-plagued DOE Hanford weapons facility in 
promises that we'll get everything done in the weeks .. - The panel, and a seventh member to be named 


plant in eastern Boulder County, has proposed incin- | Hf the burn does occur, the panel will evaluate the 
erating the wastes, contaminated with radioactive data to determine if full-time incineration should be 


burn was scheduled for May, but was delayed at the 11 the panel decides the test incineration is not safe, 

request of Skaggs, . , and state and federal “I will abide by that recommendation and try to see. 

officials. : e eer, oe „4 . that it’s implemented,” Skaggs said. - 
Nearby residents and environmental groups have 

vigorously op the burn, fearing it will release 

radioactive plutonium into the air. Plutonium has 


been linked 加 cancers and Brain tumors when هذ‎ XK Y An 


After hearing such concerns at a public hearing in 
March, Skaggs announced he would set up an indepen- 
dent, scientific panel to review the test. 

“People near the Rocky Flats plant have legitimate 

said. “Often in the past, we didn’t 
know enough or have an independent scientific basis. 
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Delay test burn, Rocky 


By JANET DAY ۳۹ 
Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


۱ y yesterda: 
Romer and Rep. David Ska 
group’s backing. 

Romer and Skaggs, of Boulder, this week called for 
an indefinite delay in the test incineration at the plant 
west of Westminster. Kelly said the union agrees with 
Romer and Skaggs that the test should be delayed 
until studies of the plan's safety and its potential 


| effect on public health are co 


eted. o 
The Colorado Department of Hesith and the Envi- 
fronmental Protection Agency have backed the delay. 
Both agencies have asked detailed technical questions 


of Rocky Flats plant operators, Rockwell Internation- 
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Corp. . 
Although Rockwell hasn't stated publicly whether 
the test will be delayed, federal health officials say 


- company officials have agreed to a postponement to 


have more time to respond to health department 


questions. 

Rockwell, under state hazardous-waste regulations, 
does not need state or EPA approval for the test 
incineration. Full-time incineration, based on the re- 
sults of the test, requires a state permit. 

Rockwell wants to burn radioactive plutonium and 
uranium-contaminated materials as well as hazard- 
ous chemicals to try to reduce the volume of contami- 
nated waste at the plant. More than 100 tons of such 
mixed wastes are piled up at the weapons plant. No 
disposal site for the wastes exists in the country. 


Union leaders at a public hearing last month sup-. 
ported incineration as a means of reducing the. 


amount of waste at the plant. 
Environmental groups and northwest metro area 


residents have protested the plan, fearing plutonium 


would escape and blow over residential areas. 
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By JANET DAY 
News Environmental Writer 1 


Hundreds of people filled a high 
school gymnasium last night to re- 
vive a fight against a plan to burn 
radioactive and chemical waste at 
‘the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
facility. ها‎ 

Plant operators earlier this 
week bowed to public pressure and 
delayed a two-week test incinera- 
tion of the mixed wastes until 
July, but citizens warned at the 

‘meeting that the fight isn't over. 
“We've won some very impor- 
tant victories in the last few 
ks, We now have a temporary 
, an opportunity to further 
e situation,” said Adri 
who moderated the 
g. “But do we have a per- 
nent solution? No.” 
The meeting was sponsored by 
itizens Against Rocky Flats Con- 
tamination, a grass-roots group or- 
ganized in February after the ip- 
cineration plan was announced. . 

A group of scientists and engi- 
neers brought together by the citi- 
zens group last night presented 
their concerns about the incinera: 
tion plan’s potential for explosion, 


. health problems. 


Attending were representatiyes 
of the” Colorado Department of 
اننا‎ U.S, Bavi intal 8 
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Group rekindles protest 
against Rocky Flats burn 


for airborne contamination and . 


Rocky Flats, operated near 
Boulder by Rockwell International 
Corp. for the U.S. Department of 
Energy, manufactures small 
bombs that detonate nuclear 
weapons. In the process, the plant 
generates tons of radioactive and 
chemical wastes. In many in- 
stances, the wastes combine both 
types of pollutants. 

More than 100 tons of such 
mixed waste are stored at the fa- 


‘cility because no mixed-waste dis- 


osal site exists in the country. 

Rockwell officials early this 
year proposed incinerating the 
wastes to reduce the volume and 
stabilize the materials in ash. The 
test incineration of 3,000 pounds of 
liquid and solid wastes would be 
the first such burn in the country. 
` Rockwell has indicated it must 
begin full-time incineration .by 
September or it will run out of 
waste storage space. Before the 
plant can gain state approval for 
full-time incineration, it must 
demonstrate that the process is 
safe and effective. 

“To do that, the plant proposed a 


` two-week test burn for the end of 
this month, but delayed the test 


until early July to accommodate 
health-risk studies and answer 
state health officials’ questions. 
Citizens groups fear that the test 
burn, and subsequent burns, would 


` releagg-cancer-gmusing radioactive 


plutogjum tha wo 
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000 month delay | 


By Lóu Chapman ` 


Wor‏ سیسات 


۱ «But we want to cooperate with 
the officials of this community,” 


The cúñtfoversial test burn of a Whiteman said. 


A as pan cone De 
nuclear- ns co 
stalled od ai id J ne . — a month 
beyond the-May 16 target date, 
state officials said Thursday.  - 
federal government and the 
` operator of the plant may ask for 
more time to submit answers to 
state Health Departme: 

about incinerator technology and 
the wastes that will be burned. 


The state sent a questionnaire to 


` Rockwell International Corp. on | 


March 29 and wanted a response 
by today. . 

- Rockwell, which operates the 
plant, said it has completed the 
questionnaire. But the Energy De- 
partment, which owns the facility, 
would like a three-week extension 
‘on the deadline to review re- 
‘@ponses with state officials. `. 

۲۰ And, the Health Department will 
3 about a month to review the 


P h 

3 اا‎ have told us they would 

until May 21 to present the in- 
tion,” Sattler said. “It’s pret- 

ya lou that would delay the 


a Rockwell and the En- 
ergy Department have not decided 
to delay the test burn, said Earl 
Whiteman, area manager of the 
Energy Department. 
He said the test can legally be 
«carried out herea approval, 
response to the 
state would not “by itself” delay 
riment, > 


expe 
i Sattler disagreed. He said the 
ی‎ which the health depart- 
agrees with, could postpone 

£ test ‘burn, anta at least mid- 


. Whiteman said there are “many 
5 a E 
۲ the test-burn.. .... 


nt questions , 


¬ Rockwell is planning a 10-day 
test burn of 3,100 pounds of waste 
tainted with hazardous chemicals, 
Laer توت‎ and uranium. The test is 
led to prove that incinerating 
such waste is safe and should be 
‘allowed at Rocky Flats on a regu- 
lar basis. - 

Currently, wastes created at 
"Rocky Flats that are radioactive 
-and chemically toxic are stored at 
the facility. ` 

Gov. Roy Romer and 0 s. Rep. 


‘David Skaggs have asked Rockwell 
مار‎ delay the test burn. | , 
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Rocky Flats délays test من‎ Mortar do 
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:By JANET DAY 0 ee a Classification: 
bs ‘Mountain News Environmental Witter هه‎ rae Submitting Office: De nv ef. 


- Officials at Rocky Flats nuclear weapons | plant yesterday 
told the Environmental Protection Agency that they will 
delay a test incineration of radioactive and chemical waste. 


“Gov. Roy Romer, Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo., and the. 
Colorado Department of Health on Tuesday called for the 
indefinite delay until studies of potential health, effects and 
safety can be completed. 

- Rocky. Flats officials told the EPA that the 35 burn 
hr he 0 jullo, project. m: 
sean تمر‎ c sa sa which algo favors a ed 
Plant gaid . daya} 


ali today to anewex: more Gian 8 questions mised by 
th officials last month. No response has been made. 
. However, Rockwell doesn’t need health department or 
EPA approval for the test, | for the end of May, but 
it would for full-time incineration. 
` More technical questions probably win will be raised by the 
EPA, Miullo said after a meeting yesterday with a group of 
scientists. The group, including college professors, engineers 
‘and representatives of the National Center for Atmospheric + 
Research, has been meeting with political and health offi- 
tials, raising concerns about the incineration plan. :_ 
The group will announce its findings tomorrow. 
“They've eens us and brought up several pertinent 
seie pah health-hazard vi یت‎ sd ” Miullo 


hundreds of tons of mixed radioactive and chethical wastes —AS 
in order to reduce the volume. The plant manufactures 
small fission bombs that activate larger nuclear. weapons 
and generates hundreds of tons, of contaminated wastes. 
_ Nearby residents and environmental groups have loudly 
protested the plan, worried that plutontum would escape 7 
i the incineration building and blow toward Denver. 5 Av =U 6 
An Arvada lawmaker yesterday called for a health de 
ment review of all pollution cleanup efforts at Rocky a یت‎ 
- “The more I hear, teas (es WE وی‎ as SERT نع باع‎ 一 
have to monitor,” said state Rep. David Bath, R-Arvada. | 
“The federal government can't even protect our embassy in | 


Moscow.” | د‎ E 7c 


2... Under a 1954 federal law, regulation of nuclear power is i 
6ت‎ Washington, rather than the states. Bath's - = 
eso A $ 
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By JANET DAY l : | Classification: 
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Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer Submitting Office: S enve 


Small businesses from around the metro 
area yesterday denounced plans to burn ra- 
dioactive and chemical wastes at Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant, Saying it would 
harm Denver's national image and damage 
the local business climate. 

. “Regardless of what (the U.S. Department 


of Energy) claims about’ safety, the public 
perceives that burning radioactive wastes in 
the metro area is not safef and as a conse- 
quence, people don’t wantfto live or work in - 


more information by the end of April before 

approving or denying the test burn. 

Rocky Flats produces triggers — small - Y 7 
bombs — for nuclear weapons and in the 
process generates tons of radioactive and 
chemical wastes. No disposal site for such 
mixed wastes exists in the country, and con- 
„sequently, hundreds of tons of از‎ have accu- 

mulated at the plant. 

Rockwell officials have insisted that air 
filters and a variety of controls will reduce 
plutonium emissions to negligible amounts. 
But nearby residents and environmental 
groups fear radioactive plutonium could be 
spewed into the air. 
` Peck’s group includes small businesses 
from .downtown Denver, Thornton, Arvada, 


‘Boulder, Commeree City, Littleton, Ever- Cy - — í 
green and other areas, he said. پاک‎ / lo Q ( 


A 
244- Gar 


mh as, 


FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Rocky Flats burning plan is shocking 


I have just finished reviewing 
some backgrour ormation re- 
garding the Roc 
Weapons Planta. su a 

I am shocked Sid upset at the 
amount of accidents, fires and 
contaminatio surroundi 


ding 
area's water, 6and air included . 


in that histor ZS astounded that 


a proposal extgigzto permit an 18- 


fold increase pf£pxic and radioac- 
tive waste, incineration there, in 
Colorado's most populated area. 


As no studies exist regarding - 


long-term health? and environmen- 


_tal effects of ‘such a plan, 1 object 
-that my family -com ۳ 
will be in the position:of becoming. ... 


a “test population.’ 


SAS 


Flats Nuclear 


community . 


Should Rocky Flats become 


‘known nationally as the site of the 


Energy Department's major incin- 
eration operation for radioactive 
mixed hazardous wastes, the ad- 
verse effects on ares y val- 
ues and economic availa will 
be obvious and frightening. - 
My husband and I moved to this 


` area a year and a half ago to es- 


an 3 3‏ 8 و 
تا اه کی BEE‏ امه EL‏ ریت 


` prevent this proposed 
an 


ss wastes that would follow. 
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ment is irreversible. Plutontum is 
known to cause cancer, leukemia 
and genetic defects. Its main path- 
way into our bodies is the air we 
breathe. Because of ongoing incin- 
eration پا‎ ic over which the 
state and EPA have no. jurisdic- 


` tion, metro Denver citizens are al- 


bjected to daily releases 
emissions from the 


of our air can no 

3d, let alone in- 

e must take steps to. 
test burn 
۰۸0-86۵10 incineration of 


- L. M, GILLESPIE 
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test burn hinges 
‘on its answers 


More questions must be an- 

. swered before the state Health De- 
partment will 
: Cineration of 3,100 pounds of 
` radioactive, chemically contami- 
` nated waste at the Flats nu- 


clear weapons plant, o offi 
Tuesday. E 
H the U.S. Department 
i and Rockwell International 
. do not respond to the state’s 


` questions in 30 days, the trial burn 
‘= scheduled for late May — could 


be delayed, said Health Depart- 


` ment official Peter Bierbaum. 
` Important information missing. 
One important missing piece of 


“information is the plant’s history of - 


. incinerating radioactive waste, 
' said Bierbaum. — 


The Denver Post re 4 last : 


‘Rockwell officials previously 
“nad said the incinerator never 
' been used for hazardous waste dis- 


ae 


"t bto the bogie ۲ 
jg， ا‎ ml 3 made ا ا‎ chemical end tee 
, in the Health Department's ی‎ oi 1 


, ardous. materials and wee e 


agement division, . . 


"state pertalî song 
af and 


` ment officials bad not- seen the : 
“Health 


ve the trial in- 


said 
of Ener- 1 


- in its permit reque: 
- Said, 


about two weeks ago. 


¿O 


We want 5 to 
explain why it wasn't 
brought out in the 


e 


`^ “¬ ' eter Bierbaum, 
ealth Department official 


nated. with hazardous chemicals. 
“Our document is being submit- 

` ted today as a notice of deficiency 

这 Bierbaum 


“The state's questions are in ad- 
dition to. ones the U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency raiséd: 


The Health ent also has’ 


received more than 1,800 letters 


about the test burn, most 


Roy the incineration, Bierbaum said. 


Technical questions raised in 


those letters were forwarded to 
_ Rocky Flats officials for comment.: 


had -- w The. amount of plutonium, 
be waite PVC ung and latex in 


is a ‘deadly, man:‏ سين 


“of radicac: 


‘gy te le bom incas 
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By JANET DAY o 
Pocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


۳ State health officials yesterday gave Rocky Flats nuclear 
| weapons plant conditional approval to proceed with a test 
‘incineration of radioactive and Chemical waste. 
* But first, plant officials must answer 35 detailed questions 
about the incineration operation, its history, design, use, 
reontrols and alternatives. The application for the test, health 
"officials said, was incomplete. ۱ ۱ 
- Officials from Rockwell International Corp., plant opera- 
tors, had not seen the detailed list mailed to them yesterday, 
¡but health officials said none of the questions were unan- 
'swerable. , 
: “They'll have to go through a lot of effort to answer 
them,” said Peter Bierbaum of the health department's 
"hazardous waste division, who gave the plant until the end of 
April to provide the answers. The test is planned for the last 
two weeks of May.. o 
“We've not said incineration is the best option. We're still 
asking lots of questions about it,” he said. ` 
. The questions came from more than 1,800 public com- 
ments about the proposal to incinerate mixed radioactive 
and hazardous wastes at the plant in eastern Boulder Coun- 
ty. Nearby citizens and some envirónmental groups have 
opposed the test burn — the first of its kind in the country — 
fearing it may spew radioactive elements into the air. 
. Rockwell officials insist adequate emissions controls will 
¿ reduce the plutonium in the exhaust to a neglible amount. 


Bierbaum discussed the questions yesterday at the regular 


monthly meeting of Rocky Flats officials, the state health ' 


„department and northwest metro-area governments. 
be Among the health department’s biggest concerns is Rock- 


$ in the incinerator proposed for the May test. Before officials 
¡can proceed with the mixed-waste incineration, Bierbaum 
“said, they must detail the history of the 1981 burn and 
: explain why it wasn't made public before. a ١ 

+” Other answers sought include whether plastics or rubber 
` products will be among the wastes burned, „exactly how 
much. plutonium will be used in the test, details of the 
emissions-control system and-monitoring programs, emer- 
, gency plans and what alternatives have been considered. 


at 
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well’s failure to report a 1981 burn of radioactive material ' 
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Rockwell operates the plant for the Department of 
Energy to manufacturer triggers — small fission bombs 一 
for nuclear weapons. Plant operations involve a variety of 
hazardous chemicals and radioactive materials, the most 
dangerous of which is plutonium. . ` - 


“More than 30 years of operations has left tons of mixed 
radioactive and chemical wastes piled up at the facility 
because no mixed-waste disposal site exists in the country. 

` Based on the results of a test burn, the plant hopes to begin 
full-time incineration of the 100 tons of waste this summer. 


Copies of the questions, along with health department and 
- Environmental Protection Agency comments, will be avail- 
able at local government offices and libraries. 
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¡Citizens plan ‘countdown’ 
to fight Rocky Flats test 


Rocky Mountain News Staff 


| A citizens group opposing the 
planned test burn of mixed radio- 
| active and chemical waste at the 
| ¡Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant announced today a “count- 
own” campaign to pressure pub- 
: lic officials into action. 
: The state health department has 
given conditional approval for the 
| test, set for sometime in mid-May. 
¿The group, Citizens Against Rocky 
Flats Contamination, thinks it will 
start May 16. 
. “We cannot allow such a haphaz- 
‘ard experiment to take place,” 
-said Melissa Brauch, whose hus- 


8 


¿band's family has owned a ranch 


east of the plant site since 1941. 
Rocky Flats officials have 


` claimed that virtually all of the 


hazardous substances would be de- 
stroyed in the incineration process, 
and that radioactive particles 
would be trapped by a series of 
filters. It wants to test the process 
for 10 days. 


The citizens group opposes burn- 
ing the material so close to a met- 
ropolitan area. 


Spokesmen for the group called 
for Gov. Roy Romer and other 
political leaders to join their ef- 
forts to stop the test burn. As part 
of the “countdown” campaign, the 
group has collected 3,000 dia 
tures on petitions. ۲ 


me Citizens 
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By Lou Chapman 
‘Denver Post Statt Writer ` 0? 

State health officials want more 
information from Rockwell Inter- 
national Corp. before they approve 
‘the first-ever test burn of radioac- 
tive hazardous waste. 

Rockwell has asked for state 
¡permission to begin incinerating 
" “mixed wastes” 一 waste that is 
‘ contaminated with low levels of ra- 
_@iation and also is chemically haz- 
ardous 一 at the Rocky Flats nucle- 
ar weapons plant 16 miles 
northwest of downtown Denver. 
`. It would be the first time such 

` wastes have been incinerated rath- 
er than stored. State law requires a 
` test of the process before a waste- 


| the plan, eluding: 
Y The estimated level of radio- 
* active air emissions from the incin- 


“erator. - 

F r The highest level of radia- 

; tion in material that will be incin- 

“erated. 

A clearer explanation of how‏ ص 
waste into the incinerator‏ 


‘feeding 
will be controlled and monitored, 
and how access to a. 
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wants more data en 


"to predict that other types of radio- 
` active waste will be safely inciner- 
aa 


The department released copies 
Monday of Rockwell's 138-page de- 
«sign and operating plan for the in- 
_ Gineration project. 

The incinerator could burn 150 
pounds of solid waste and 60 
pounds of liquid waste every hour, 
permit application says. The 
"solid waste would be shredded and 
fed into the incinerator’s primary 
-burner by a 6-foot-long screw; liq- 
` uid wastes would be fed into the 
: burner from two 950-liter tanks, 


AD wastes first would be inciner- 
ated at about 1,022 degrees Fahren- 
“heit. A second burner would incin- 
erate the waste a second time in a 
` Cylinder about 71% feet tall and 6 
, feet in diameter. . 

` A series of enclosed: fans and 
' stainless steel filters would be used 

r to remove up to “99.97 percent” of 
particulates. The system would fil- 
` fer the culates that are “the 
. most difficult to remove” and 

. would exceed federal require- 

; ments for air emissions, said A] 

: Haze, director of the Health De- 

` partment’ 8 Radiation Control Divi- — 
sion. 
Various gas and ‘temperature 

readings would be taken at 53 


erated shut system 
E A we peie . points during the process to ensure 
3 “One of our main concerns is the lg ee the pate os it says. 
“monitoring ... that would be d Rock- 
Y needed to make sure that the well for an estimate of radioactive 2149 - 6-30 
9 feed will stop when air emissions, Bierbaum said radi- ۳ 
ft is supposed to stop,” said Peter ` ation in the waste should remain in skg ا‎ st 
*"Bierbaum, the Health h Department the tes that would be held تن‎ 
3 overseeing the permit ap- rd 
tion. . . ator’s Ne 

Uranium will be used in Currently, such filters are recy 
F aan the Gears cata “éle at Rocky Flats to obtain any 
F planation used nium or otber usable radioac- 
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By Gary Schmitz 

Denver Post Washington 
WASHINGTON — me! 

ment of Energy has pushed ck 

as deadline for completing the na- 

„tion's first permanent nuclear 

waste dump, 

delay site selection until 1994. 

The five-year delay is welcome 
news to Nevada, Texas and Wash- 
ington, the three states that had 
deen finalists for hosting the nucle- 
ar dump. Less pleased are Utah 
and other states that previously 
were eliminated by the govern- 
ات‎ site selection Process but 


"now may be forced back into the 


E 
: Officials in Colorado, the hub of 
| the West's transportation network, 
* also are worried about the delay. 
Depending on where the dump 


‘umes of potentially us ra- 
dioactive material may travel 
through Colorado on its way:to the 
. storage facility. 

Sen. Tim Wirth, a Colorado 
Democrat, said the department's 
- announcement “puts into confusion 


posal of muckar waste, 


| Gals alo said that i red 
least Tour years te the alle selec. 


| tion process, making a final deci- 
pH bn, location Tikety tn 108 or 
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. acteristics of each 


eventually is located, large vol- 


-Colorado's efforts to plan for: the 
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, about his agency's decision when 
, be appears before the Senate Ener- 
gy and Natural Resources Com: 
-mittee this mo: 


rning. 

Department officials said 
Wednesday the decision te delay 
the project would allow the agency 
to better meet state and local con- 
cerns and to complete additional 
scientific research about the char- 

proposed site. 

Al Hazle, director of Colorado's 


“Radiation Control Division, said 


Wednesday that a delay means üt- 
tle if the federal government does 
not revamp its selection process. 

“Lengthening the amount of 
time just leaves everyone up in the 
air,” Hazle said. 


Locating the nuclear dump in 
Texas rather than in Washington 
or Nevada would mean a smaller 
transportation for Colora- 
do than locating it in Washington 
‘or Nevada, Hazle said. “Utah 
«would give us the greatest im- 
pact,” Hazle said. 


Last year, plans for a small pilot 


-F * project near Carlsbad, N.M., to 


"test possible nuclear waste dispos- 
-.al-methods ted Colorado officials to 
. question. the lack of a transporta- 
“ton Safety plan. 


` At a meeting conducted i in Albu- 

ue, state officials were told 

as many as eight loads of ra- 

-qhoactive waste may pass through 

=Golorado each day once the New 
Mexico facility is operating. 
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By Lou Chapman 
‘Denver Post Environmental Writer - 
_ Citizens and officials from Den- nv 
ver's northwest ex- سا‎ 7 ۳۶ a 
answers from Rockw JA oy 
ternational. and thé Colorado / q i 
Health Department today about 34 
plans this spring for a test burn of 1 
radioactive trash at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant. ' 
“We'd definitely like to get more 
information” on plans to incinerate 
the wastes, said George Federon- 
ko, Arvada city councilman. “...1 
think there is going to be continu- 
ing pressure for Rocky Flats to be 
more responsive to local communi- 


` Rockwell makes plutonium trig- 
gers for nuclear weapons at Rocky 
Flats for the Department of Ener- 
‘gy. In the production process, 


-Rockwell creates radioactive and 
chemically ‘hazardous wastes that Xx 
have contaminated ‘soil and j 
| groundwater on and off the plant mits or a lic to 1 
5 , site, 16 miles northwest of down- = a test Hio ment period 
down Denver. orming as part of the io دب‎ 
“meciing, Health officiais ی‎ Bents a اس‎ ast ai anbe 
ma e of a test burn ined وتو‎ an 3 
= for or May, incl the = Ronee Wher Rockwell 
amount and types of materiais to ‘the state po ied 
.be burned, the levels of air con- test without pub» 
i Gan that state law will allow liċ ‘comments, it بجع مسح‎ ties 
an للم‎ ee ce ee Aa شتا ساب‎ ran 


„hazardous chemicals and low lev- . fee Rocky Fane ¢ informa- 0 
¿els of radiation. _ ten and So ef. ۳-2 
y De wastes are now stored at fort recently begun by the Health ón See 
plant and then shipped to land- Department is related to a pre ame 
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Radioactive plutonium debris can be contained ` 


Recently, several letters have’. 
appeared in Denver papers Corr ` 


cerning the possibility of building 


a contamination could be detect- 
As clean-up of the crash site 


W-470 in the vicinity of Roek مس‎ progressed over a period of 
0 


Flats. Positions on both sides 
the issue have generated ‘more 
heat than light, so perhaps some 
factual data will be of help. ۰ 
- My experiences associated with 
the cleanup of radioactive debris 
_ following a B-52 crash near Thule, 
` Greenland, in 1968 can be most in- 
“structive. Four nuclear weapons 
were destroyed in that accident, 
„and the crash site was left heavily 
-eontaminated with plutonium ox- 
. dde in particulates of micron size. 
One of the first tasks of the radio- 
logical monitoring team upon ar- 
riving was to establish contamina- 
‘tion levels around the site, and to 


draw a “zero line” beyond which ' 


ALLE on è 


CONTAINER 


50 SPS Idle 


“months, there were several wind 
and snow storms. At first it was 
„feared that the plutonium oxide 
“would be blown about, and the iso- 
“contour map would be distorted 
after each storm. This proved not 
to be the case. Plutonium is a very 
heavy metal, even at micron size, 
so it doesn't blow about easily. It 
was found that the dry, powdery 
snow at the crash site was blown 
‘around, eventually covering the 
plutonium which stayed essential- 
.jy stationary. The isocontours of 
contamination stayed about the 
same. 

Plutonium-239 emits a ۷ 
(kilo electron volt) which is quite 


xy MR 


lew level. Even americium-241, 
which is present as an impurity in 
the fissionable material used in nu- 
clear weapons, emits only a 60 
KEV gamma ray. For this reason, 
the presence of radioactive mate- 


.rial from weapons can be detected 


only by sensitive instruments, or 
by core sampling. When either of 
these methods shows a high con- 
centration of plutonium, it can be 
removed without too much diffi- 
culty. (١ 

` So, while plutonium is indeed a 
dangerous material, it need not 
prevent highway construction in. 
the vicinity of Rocky Flats. Any 
difficulties caused would be emo- 


ore or political, not technologi 
R. JATPPLE 
Denver 
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By Lou Chapman ` 
_ Denver Post Environmental Writer 
- The test-burn of 3,100 pounds of waste at 
the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant 
ا اس‎ will be the first time in the 
States that radioactive, chemically 
ع‎ materials are incine: ted rath- 
er than permanently stored. 
: And officials from the Health De- 
partment and Rock ional 
Corp., which operates Flats for the 
nt of Energy, say they have no 
information on possible health risks from 
Such a project. 
Residents of the northwest suburbs and 
. their government leaders have been wor- 
ried about the test-burn since Rockwell : 
and the state announced it two weeks ago. 
The lack of information on potential health 
Tisks heightened those fears during a com- 
‘munity relations Tuesday. 
. “We don't know what the risks are, no 
ne has done this before, and there's noth- 


7 ing that we as citizens at risk can do about 

this,” said Rosemary Heim, a Broomfield 

_ resident who lives 214 miles from the cen- 

` ter of Rocky Flats. “We ask questions and 
no answers.” 

Chuck Wickland, manager of waste 
` management pro at Flats, 
. Said at the outset Tuesday that the inciner- 
` ation process is “a proven technology” 
and has been “used for some time.” 

The Rocky Flats incinerator that will 
, burn the low-level radioactive and hazard- 
wae سب ی‎ the early 19705 to 

po ted biphenyls — or 
: PCBs 一 and was found to eliminate 
. 99.9999 percent” of the toxics, Wickland 
. told the residents. 


-dents, Wickland later admitted that the 
types of wastes that will be burned this 
spring have never before been incinerated 


۰ But under questioning from the resi- 


E ee t 
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supports the idea of incineration, Pe- 
° ter Bierbaum, Rocky Flats project direc- 


| tor for the department, acknowledged 
ES i no information on the test-burn's . 


confident the 


“ate harmful levels of pollutants around the 


16 miles northwest of downtown 


۱ Wickland said the level of radioactivity . 


in the wastes that will go into the incinera- 


tor is far below that found in plutonium- 


tainted materials now burned at Rocky 


Copies of Rockwell’s plan should be 
available next week, Bierbaum said. 
The state and U.S. Environmental Pro- 


‘tection Agency will closely monitor the 


test and m emissions that may result, 
Bierbaum said 

Rockwell has proposed ultimately incin- 
erating thousands of pounds of radioac- 
tive, chemically hazardous wastes on a 

basis to start bringing the nuclear 

weapons facility into compliance with 
‘state hazardous-waste laws. 

If the test burn is successful, the state 
‘will allow Rockwell to carry out the plan. 


Rockwell now stores All radioactive, 
chemically hazardous wastes at the facili- 
ty, and has collected about 40,000 cubic 
feet of the materials, Wickland said. 


Burning such wastes would reduce the 
volume by more than 90 percent, and 
make transportation of the eens 
waste safer, he said. 
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Plutonium burning at 
Rocky Flats 
monitored closely ` 
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Editor: Recent articles in the news have 
given the public a misperception of the true 
involvement of the Colorado Department 
of Health in oversight and monitoring of 
the “burning” of plutonium at Rocky Flats. 
` The health department’s Radiation Con- 
“trol program has been actively involved at 
“Rocky Flats since 1969. Included in our 
` oversight since 1970 is the process by 
which small metal chips generated from 
` the formation of a plutonium part are con- 
` verted in reduction furnaces to a chemical- 

i ly inert form of plutonium by controlled 
combustion. Emissions from these reduc- 
tion furnaces are monitored for radioactiv- 
ity in the stacks by Rocky Flats personne) 
and the results are reported to the public 
each month at the monthly exchange meet- 
ings. Levels of radioactivity are and have 
been well below any applicable standard, 
and our staff carefully watches any trends 
in such emissions. =k 
While this oversight by Radiation Control 
is not a permit system (which is precluded 
٠١ by the Atomic Energy Act), it nevertheless 


provides tight control of radioactive emis- . 


sions and full disclosure to the public. - 


In addition to the oversight by Radiation ۱ 


Control personnel, the reduction furnaces 
are regulated by the Air Pollution Control 
Division. Air-emissions permits for particu- | 
lates were issued in 1982, with public no- 
tice. Should the proposed emissions or the 
materials to be combusted change, the per- 
mits would have to be amended by a pro- 
` cess that would include public comment. 
We hope these comments reassure. the 


public that the plutonium “burning” pro- ` 


cess is carefully monitored and the results 
` are regularly i sao in a public meeting. 
- On our agenda now is proposal by 
* Rocky Flats to carfy out a trial burn of 
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hazardous and mixed radioactive wastes. 
This small burn would demonstrate wheth- 


‘er the incinerators will achieve the stan- 


dards of the Hazardous Materials Division's 


` regulations for destruction and emissions. 


The Hazardous Materials Division is now . 
requesting public comment on the trial 
burn proposal. The department will not 
take a positive or negative position on that 
proposal until all comment is in. 


E JOHN CLOUSE 
Air Pollution Control! Division 
PETER BIERBAUM 
Hazardous Materials Division 
ALBERT J. HAZLE 
Radiation Control Division 


* Editor: “Rocky Flats plans 10-day test 
| burn of hazardous wastes.” 1 shuddered 
when I read that headline. 
Not too many years ago words such as 
strontium 90 and plutonium were 
around and nobody knew what they meant 
until they started showing up in milk fed to 
babies. Do you wonder why the cancer rate 
is so high these days? Many of the older 
generation were poisoned years ago from 
the spread of strontium 90 and plutonium. 
+ ° Now we have Rocky Flats, which does 
not know what effect the burn will have on 
` fivestock and human beings. Are we to be 
. guinea pigs? What if the officials guessed 
* wrong? You can't undo the damage for 
' many years once the area is poisoned. 1 
wociferously object to Rocky Flats gam- 
` Bling with our health and our lives. 
ER 
2 BILL WEINSTEIN 
: Northglenn, 
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Skaggs wants 
experts to study 


Flats plan 


y CONSTANCE JOHNSON 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer — 


U.S. Rep. David Skaggs, D-Boulder, said yesterday he 
wants a panel of experts to review a — 
controversial proposal to incinerate ۰ 
radioactive waste at the Rocky f 
Mountain Flats. nuclear weapons E 
plant. ۰ 
Officials at the weapons facility 
between Golden and Boulder have $ 
nned the nation’s first such incin- 
eration for two weeks in late May. If | 
the test is successful, full-time incin- 
eration could begin in July if state 
‘health officials grant a permit. | | 5 
-Residents who live near Roclly E 
Flats have expressed concern aout i 
the incineration plan. At a zkent David Skaggs 
meeting in Westminster, hu 
for an environmental impa 


2 : i 
> Aid to test radioactive and chemical waste incinera- 
- “Î was struck by the: level of concern and mistrust 
«hopefully the work of the panel would h it,” 
Stages Mirae: fain p a ep to restore it, 
: Under Skaggs' proposal, an advisory panel would be em- 
powered by the cities of Arvada, Broomfield and Westmin- 
ster and Adams, Boulder and Jefferson counties. Panel 
«members would be approved by the cities and counties. 
Skaggs said he has discussed the proposal with officials 
证 rom the three cities and three counties, but has not received 
diria De عي‎ - ae ال‎ 
~ Skaggs said he hopes to-have the panel approved by th 
pes and ا وی بت‎ 10 days. Those ps on the four. 
or five-member panel would be named by the Apri 
Je added وروت‎ sah ae cs: y the end of. April, 
: Panel members would have no authority to prohibit the 
trial incineration, Their responsibilities would ید‎ re- 
‘viewing the trial incineration proposal, observing it and 
advising whether incineration should proceed on a full-time 


S “They will be the. people's experts,” Skaggs said ‘of the 
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panel members. “They will be able to deal with: the scien- 
‘tists from Rockwell International and the Department of 
Energy on their own terms in evaluating the incineration 
proposal. They will be chosen for their.independence and 
objectivity to produce an independent, unbiased evaluation 
of the Rocky Flats plan.” 

Skaggs flew in from Washington yesterday for a press 
conference at Stapleton International Airport to announce 


his proposal. 

“This is the best solution we could have arrived at,” said 
‘George Hovorka, mayor of Westminster. “I am totally confi- 
“dent that this agreement will be greeted with enthusiasm by 
¿all members of the (city) council” - .. 
` The panelists would be paid from a fund of $30,000 
derived from $5,000 given by each of the cities and counties 
“involved. A IM 

More than 100 tons of mixed waste is stored at Rocky 
“Flats because there is no permanent disposal site in the 
country. In that 100 tons of waste is one-hundredth of an 
ounce of plutonium, a man-made radioactive material linked 
to brain tumors and cancers. The plant uses plutonium to 
manufacture triggers for nuclear bombs. 
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Rockwell admits 
1981 test burn of 


radioactive waste 


Rockwell International Corp. 
previously has burned radioactive 
material in an incinerator planned 
for the disposal of radioactive and 
chemically hazardous waste at the 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 

t, officials have confirmed. ` 

Rockwell officials previously 
have said that no hazardous mate- 
rials have been burned in the incin- 
erator. 

The state currently is reviewing 
a request by Rockwell to burn 
“low-level mixed wastes” in the in- 
cinerator on a regular basis, and a 
test of the incinerator's safety and 
efficiency is scheduled for late 


May. 

Rockwell’s 130-page application 
to burn low-leve) mixed waste does 
not mention any previous use of 
the incinerator, built in 1981. 


500-hour test burn 


But William Weston, Rockwell's 
director of plutonium operations at 
Rocky Flats, said at a recent pub- 
lic meeting that in 1981 Rockwell 
used the incinerator to burn 18 tons 


of “radioactive material” over a | 


period of 500 hours. 
Gene Towne, spokesman for 
Rockwell at Rocky Flats, said lat- 


er that Weston was unavailable to — 


identify the amounts or types of ra- 
dioactive elements in the 1981 
burn, which Towne described as a 


test. 

«The majority of the material 
was office paper and paint thin- 
ner,” said Towne, who previously 
has told The Denver Post that the 
1 had never been used. 

State and federal officials said 
they were unaware of the 1981 test 
burn, but they added that it would 
not have required any permits. 


VED 


“It is my understanding that the 
incinerator has never been used,” 
said Peter Bierbaum, the state 
Health Department engineer re- 
viewing Rockwell’s waste-disposal 
plans. = 
EPA informed in January - 


Nat Miullo, an engineer with the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, quoted Rockwell officials 
as saying during a January meet- 
ing that the combustible material 


_in the incinerator in 198] probably 


was contaminated with plutonium. 

“That would lead you to assume 
plutonium has been burned there,” 
Miullo said. 

Miullo added he didn’t pursue 
Rockwel's comments at the time 
because upcoming state and EPA 
reviews of other operations at 
Rocky Flats — including how 
Rockwell treats and stores wastes 
from a plutonium recovery process 
— are of more pressing environ- 
mental concern than the proposed 
incineration project. E 

Rockwell makes plutonium trig- 
gers 一 small fission bombs 一 Tor 
nuclear weapons under contract 

ith the U.S. Department of Ener- 
By. 0 


100 tons stockpiled 


Low-level mixed waste is chemi- 
cally hazardous as well as contami- 
nated by radioactive elements. 
About 100 tons of low-level mixed 
waste is stockpiled at Rocky Flats 
because it cannot be disposed of 
anywhere in the country. 

Rockwell’s proposal to burn 
those wastes has raised strident 
public reaction. 

The state has agreed to request 
a theoretical assessment of the 
eg risks posed by the incinera- 

n. 
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[Ecological study urged 


Rocky Mountain News Staff 8 


‘Sierra Club representatives plan to ask this 
week for a full environmental study to precede 
proposed incineration of radioactive and chemi- 
cal waste at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant, officials said yesterday. 


‘The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is 


ing whether the National Environmen- , 


researching r 

tal Policy Act would apply to the plan to burn 
more than 100 tons of mixed radioactive and 
hazardous waste at the facility near Golden. 
The final decision, however, lies with the U.S. 


__ Department of Energy. ۱ 
A test burn is planned for the last two weeks 
in May if EPA and state health officials ap- 
` prove the Energy Department proposal. 

„ Sierra Club representatives last week called 
for a full environmental impact statement be- 
fore the test to determine what effects the 
incineration will have on the environment. 


. EPA officials, this week asked for that re- 
quest in writing. 

The National Environmental Policy Act re- 
quires a full study of the environmental conse- 
quences of any major federal action. 


The incineration plan, said Julie Anderson of 

the Sierra Club, represents a major action by a 

: branch of the federal government that has the 

potential to adversely affect the environment. 

Metro-area residents and environmental groups 

have protested the test incineration, fearing it 
would spew radioactive exhaust into the air. 


If the EPA determines that an environmental 
impact statement is required, it would be car- 
ried out by the Energy Department. But until 
the EPA review of the laws is complete, offi- 
cials said, they won’t discuss the possibility 

` with the Energy Department. 
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An independent panel of experts 
may soon bé formed to analyze a 
controversial plan to burn radioac- 


tive waste at the Rocky Flats Nu- 


clear Weapons plant, U.S. Rep. Da- 
vid Skaggs said Sunday. 

Under the proposal, the panel 
would be sponsored by the cities of 
Arvada, Broomfield and Westmin- 
ster, and Adams, Boulder and Jef- 
ferson counties. The six govern- 
ments would provide up to $5,000 


each — a maximum of $30,000 — to 


finance the panel’s work. 

Skaggs, speaking at a news con- 
ference, said he expects approval 
of the proposal by the involved city 
councils and commissioners 
“in the very near future. In fact, 
we hope to have the panel formed 
and working by the end of April.” 


ee experts’ . 


pane, Skaggs said, would be 
سس اس(‎ ecc experi te 
radioactive and hazardous ae 


: The 1065 ûf an independent panel 
یا سلس‎ a public meeting 
‘last mortá "Where more than 400 
great concern 

the waste-burn- 
-ing plan. Many feared it would 
aa 
to the iE 


nd rr 


م مر 


` Rockwe International Clap: و‎ 
which operates the plant for the 
Department of Energy, is seeking 
a state permit for regular burning 
to begin in July. The regular Burt, 
ing would be preceded by a test 
burn in late May of 3,100 pounds of 
radioactive and chemically hazard- 
ous solid and liquid wastes. More 
than 100 tons of such waste materi- 
al is now stored at Rocky Flats. 

State Health Department offi- 
cials, emphasizing their “sole au- 
thority i. prem نم‎ issue 
a permit, said they support forma- 
tion of an independent panel. 

. “We welcome the chance to 
have national experts bring their 
skills to -bear on this problem,” 
said Tom Lónby, assistant director 


Officials ; Supportive 

Local officials also were support- 
ive. ee 

` “The panel will translate all that 
scientific data into laymen's lan- 
guage for us, and take the problem 
out of the arena of emotionalism,” 
Hovorka. Westminster Mayor George 

lovorka. 5 

Arvada City Councilwoman Lor- 
iraine Andersen added: “Ninety- 

housand people in Arvada live 


۱ ownstream of Rocky Flats. We 


concerned. This panel will be 
سد‎ Lo tell ms the best way to ban- 
die the waste.” `. 
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Schroeder asks officials to delay 
test burn of waste at Rocky Flats 


Rep. Pat Schroeder, D-Colorado, 
yesterday asked state health offi- 
cials to delay a test incineration of 
Hock and chemical waste at 


plantón eastern Boulder County. 
The plant is seeking state ap- 

proval to conduct a test burn of 

mixed wastes during the last two 


AAP aka 


oe 


lats nuclear weapons ` 


weeks of May. Based on the test 
results, the facility could begin 
full-scale incineration in the sum- 
mer to reduce a backlog of 100 
tons of radioactive and hazardous 
liquid and solid waste. 

The proposal has met with in- 
tense opposition from nearby resi- 
dents and environmental groups. ۳ 
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ic Rocky Fats comment extended 
CommenfS on the proposed test incineration of 
and radioactive wastes at Rocky Flats 


f week and a half. 

l, ~ State health officials have بت‎ the , publie com- 
;. ment period to March 18. Comments will be used in a 
'> Colorado. ‘Department of Health analysis of the 

0 planned test. incineration and-passed on. = Reckwell 

International Corp Rocky Flats’ operato ce 

f The plant inter ds to incinerate موز‎ Contami- 


ga with radioattive flutontum, a hazardous chemi- * 


cal, diesel fuel and sawdust in May. The test burn will | 
serve as a guide for full time incineration of mixed 
NE E OA ely ifa. permit ds granted, he A 
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| 4” Dr. Genevieve Roessler, as- 


By The Denver Post — 


` Six people have been Sociate professor and coordinator 
by U.S. Rép. David Sk: ‘of the radiation science program, 
Colo., to a panel that will reyX; “Department of Nuclear Engineer- 
test-burn proposal at the Hy ing, University of Florida at Gains- 
Flats nuclear weapons plant. yille. > ده‎ eg 

: Members of the Rocky Flag ¡; Y Dr. Jim Ruttenber, medical 


entific Review Panel will ¡epidemiologist at the Centers for 

plan by Rockwell Internati Disease Control in Atlanta. 
utf-hazardous wastes prodyl . Paying for the panel's work are 

the ‘plant, which is opera Adams, Boulder and Jefferson 

Rockwell for the U.S. Depag Counties, and the cities of Arvada, 

of Energy.’ . « Broomfield and Westminster. 

Rocky Flats officials want to 

test-burn the radioactive, chemi- 

‘cally contaminated waste to prove 

the process is effective and safe. 

The wastes include small amounts 

‘of radioactive material, including 

uranium and plutonium. 

+A number of local scientists con- 

tend that: the burn poses health 

risks and the possibility of an ex- 

plosion. > ~- S 

. Energy Department and Rock- 

‘well officials have agreed to delay 

a 10-day trial burn of 3,100 pounds 

of hazardous and radioactive 


ents department of Environmen- 
Research and Technology in 
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¥ Dr. Bobby Gunter, regional 
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. خر‎ Dr. Roger McClellan, presi- 
۱ and director of the Inhalation 
exicology Research Institute of 
¥ Lovelance Biomedical and En- 
ronmental Research Institute in 
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health‏ ام 
aides accused of‏ 


interest conflict 


By Thomas Graf 
Denver Post Statt Writer 

Two members of the Jefferson 
County Board of Health should be 
ousted from their appointed posts 
because their employment by haz- 
ardous waste producers poses con- 
flicts of interest for them, some 
county residents say. 

The residents, angry over county 
plans to expand a landfill, object to 
Richard Newman and Gary Potter 
serving on the board. The five 
members are appointed by county 
commissioners to oversee the pub- 
lic and environmental health de- 
partments and consider variances 
for septic and sewer systems. 

Having the two men on the 
health board is like having ۵0 
foxes watching the henhouse,”’ said 
county resident Richard Rader, 
whe wrote recently to commission- 
ers to complain on behalf of him- 
self and others. 

They, thus far, have received a 
cool reception from commissioners 
and a flat denial from Potter and 
Newman of the conflict charges 
stemming from their regular jobs. 


Appointed in 1980 


Newman, appointed in 1980 to a 
10-year health board term, is presi- 
dent of Thoro Products Corp., a 
chemical company south of Rocky 
Flats that generates highly toxic 
hazardous wastes and various 
commercial chemical products. 

Potter, appointed in 1985 to a 
five-year board term, is an envi- 
ronmental health and safety man- 
ager for Rockwell International, 
which runs Rocky Flats under con- 
tract with the federal Department 
of Energy. Rocky Flats produces 
radioactive and toxic wastes in its 
production of plutonium triggers 
for nuclear bombs. 

“I would like to see them resign 
gracefully,” Westminster resident 
Joan Seeman said of Potter and 
Newman. 

Seeman, who with Rader claims 
to speak for a dozen concerned res- 
idents, said she feels the commis- 
sioners have shown what she 
claims is their usual insensitivity to 
environmental issues in appointing 
Newman and Potter. 

Newman and Potter, along with 
the health department itself, an- 
gered some residents in a debate 
late last year over expansion of the 


Golden. 7 A 
The health department origfnal- 


ly sided with Seeman and officials 
from Westminster, Thornton, 
Broomfield and Northglenn in ar- 
guing the dump expansion might 
contaminate waterways flowing in- 
to Standley Lake. 


Reversal made 


But the department reversed it- 
self after meeting with officials of 
RPS Inc., the landfill operator. 
That caused critics to question 
health department operations, in- 
cluding its appointed advisory 
board, whose members are paid $5 
for each of the 1-to-3-hour monthly 
meetings they attend with Dr. 
Richard Miller, county health di- 
rector. 

County commissioners defend 
their appointments to the board, 
whose three other members are 
two physicians and a liquor store 
owner, 

“Our criteria is that we try to 
find people who have a knowledge 
of the area they will be dealing 
with and who are respected and 
dedicated members of the commu- 
nity,” said commission chairman 
Rich Ferdinandsen. “I don't see 
any conflict in this case.” 

Newman and Potter also said 
they have no conflicts because the 
state health department, not the 
county agency they oversee, regu- 
lates their employers. 


Conflict denied 


Potter said: “Basically, there is 
not conflict of interest.” 

But critics also claim Newman 
and Potter indirectly have influ- 
enced health agency actions, for 
example, discouraging attempts to 
monitor the environmental perfor- 
mance of Thoro or Rocky Flats. 

“We're talking about benign ne- 
glect,” said Dr. Carl Johnson, the 
former couniy health director 
forced to resign in 1981 a few 
months after Newman was ap- 
pointed to the board. 

“When I was there, the board 
took the responsibility for off-site 
inspections at Rocky Flats and 
Thoro. That isn’t the case any- 
more,” said Johnson, now medical 
officer for the South Dakota health 
department. 

But Miller disagreed, saying the 
agency has not shirked anv duties, 
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Liability spurs threat 
to close Rocky Flats 


- By JOAN LOWY 


Rocky Mountain News Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Rockwell Interna- 
tional, the contractor for Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons plant in suburban Den- 
ver, has threatened to drop the project 
rather than accept liability in case of a 
nuclear accident. 

The company considers pending pro- 
posals to give citizens the right to sue 
federal contractors in event of a nuclear 
accident “unacceptable,” Rockwell’s gen- 
eral counsel, Charles Harff, said in a let- 
ter to Sen. Bennett Johnston, D-La., chair- 
man of the energy and natural resources 
committee. . 


FOR 30 YEARS, contractors at federal 
nuclear weapons facilities have been pro- 
tected from legal action by the public in 
the event of a nuclear accident. The gov- 
ernment’s liability is set at $500 million. 

Several members of the committee, 
including Sen. Tim Wirth, D-Colo., want 
to make contractors liable for accidents 
involving “gross negligence,” “willful 
misconduct,” or where a safety rule had 
been “knowingly and willfully” violated. 

The committee has twice in two weeks 
postponed work on the issue while its 
members pondered. threats from several 


other. contractors — such as General 
Electric 一 to pull-dyt of the Department 
of Energy’s nuclea programs. 


The energy cy is responsible for 
ifities that deal with 


\quelear waste, «weapons and research. 


e — جر‎ 


Private contractors, who run the facili- 
ties, hold contracts worth nearly $90 bil- 
lion. 

Harff wrote: “Our concern is that sev- 
eral proposals now before the committee 
will erode this protection to a point that 
Rockwell, and doubtless other contrac- 
tors ‘in the department’s nuclear pro- 
grams as well, will have to re-evaluate its 
long-term commitment to participate in 
these programs.” E 

Rockwell has operated Rocky Flats 
since 1975 with protection from liability 
suits, Harff said, and that protection has 
been a key factor in Rockwell's interest 
in the contract, the letter said. 

“We believe contractors participating 
in the nation's nuclear programs must be 
fully indemnified, for they cannot reason- 
ably be expected to place their entire 
corporate assets at risk in the event of a 


nuclear incident,” the letter said. 


The letter was released to reporters 
late yesterday by U.S. Public Interest 


” Research Group, one of several consum- 


er, safety and environmental groups try- 
ing to make nuclear contractors liable for 
accidents. 


THE REAGAN administration has op- 
posed those efforts, 


Johnston had proposed increasing the ` 


federal liability to $6 billion and letting 
the Energy Department impose civil pen- 
alties of up to $30 million on nuclear 
contractors found guilty of misconduct. 


The_nuclear.conteactors have strongl 
opposed that proposal. A 
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plan detailed 
despite suit 


By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Rocky Flats officials yesterday outlined their controver- 
sial waste-incineration plan to a metro-area business group 


them from discussing the matter publicly. 


merce infuriated Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo., who couldn't 
get Rocky Flats officials to join in a public hearing last 
weekend concerning the waste-burning proposal. 

“We're trying to find out what's going on,” said Nancy 
Hughes, Skaggs’ press secretary, who said the congressman 
became angry when he heard about the presentation. 

When snubbed last week, Skaggs berated the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy and Rockwell International Corp. -一 which 
operates Rocky Flats — for ignoring the public. > 

Rocky Flats officials had abruptly pulled out of Skaggs' 
meeting, saying Justice Department lawyers ruled that their 

¡Participation could jeopardize a lawsuit to stop the incinera- 
tion. 


tos‏ ی a‏ مهو 

Pat Etchart, spokesman for Rockwell, said the Justice 
Department clarified its order this week, indicating the 
public-speaking restrictions applied only to technical ex- 


the lawsuit. 1 

Etchart yesterday talked to the chamber members, but 
George Potter of the company's health, safety and environ- 
ment division answered many of the questions. 

Etchart and Potter presented a 20-minute overview of the 
incineration plan to the chamber and spent 15 minutes 
answering questions. 

Etchart yesterday told chamber members the Colorado 
-Department of Health favors incineration, but health offi- 
cials have yet to rule on whether to allow incineration at the 
plant, 16 miles northwest of Denver. 

“We haven't made a decision,” said Peter Bierbaum, 
health department project coordinator for the Rocky Flats 
cleanup. “Maybe what they're getting at is we do favor 
alternative treatment rather than land disposal (of hazard- 
ous materials).” 

Rockwell early this year proposed incinerating mixed 


| Rocky Flats’ burn 


despite earlier assertions that a pending lawsuit barred: 


The presentation to the Broomfield Chamber of Com-. 


perts who may become witnesses in any trial resulting from 


- 
a 
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hazardous and radioactive wastes as a way to reduce the 


volume of materials that must be stored on the plant site. No 
mixed-waste disposal site exists in the country. More than 


100 tons of solid mixed wastes have piled up at the plant and 


wo huge liquid waste tanks are nearly full. 


A two-week test of the incineration process is scheduled to - 


likely. 
Some residents 


begin July 7, but health officials recently said a delay was , 


of the northwest metro area and environ- ' 


mental groups fear incineration could spew radioactive ele- 
ments into the air. Plant officials claim the process is safe 
and the public health risk is negligible. 

Skaggs’ panel and health officials are trying to determine 
whether the process is safe enough to allow a test. Tf the test 
is successful, the plant hopes to gain state approval for full- 


time incineration. 


The Sierra Club and Citizens Against Rocky Flats Con- 
tamination last month sued to stop the test incineration until 
a full environmental impact statement is completed. 


DOE hasn’t responded to the lawsuit but probably will 
fight any push for a full environmental study. 
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ocky Flats OKs input 


on test burn 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain Environmental Writer 


ts and state officials yester- 
day away from an earlier stand 
and “announced that residents of the 
northwest Denver area will be able to 
voice opinions on a controversial test 


burn of radioactive and hazardous 


waste. f 
“While no comment period is re- 
quired, we feel it’s a reasonable request 


(from nearby municipalities), and it - 


Serves to increase public understanding 
of the incineration process,” said Peter 
Bierbaum, health engineer for the Colo- 
rado Department of Health.““We realize 
there's a great deal of interest in this.” 


* Officials of the health department and 
the nuclear weapons plant had been 
lukewarm about the idea of allowing 
public comment when the plan was an- 
nounced two weeks ago. 


An unusually large group of about 100 
people filled the Broomfield City Coun- 
_cil chambers for yesterday’s monthly 
meeting between officials of the plant, 
health departments and local govern- 
ments. 
The plant, northwest of 
تون‎ by Rockwell 
rp. for the U.S. 
gy. It has pro 
` level 002 
for May. The test, to be monitored by 
state and federal officials, will use sim- 
ulated waste and is expected to lead to 
continuous incineration of hazardous 
wastes in July. 
Flats officials said incineration would 
reduce the toxicity and volume of the 
wastes, which must be stored at the 


, is 
rnational 


plant because no licensed disposal site 、 


_ exists in the country for mixed radioac-. 
tive and chemical hazardous wastes. 

* Public review of the plant's incinera- 

_tion plan could be available by Monday 


at the Colorado Department of Health, 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and various libraries. . Written public 
comments will be accepted by the 
health department for 30 days at 4210 
E. 11th Ave., Denver 80220. No public 
hearing on the issue has been scheduled. 


Health officials will submit the perti- 
nent comments to Rocky Flats for re- 
view, but the plant has no obligation 


under hazardous-waste laws to address ` 


any concerns. 
Before a permit is issued sometime in 


-July for continuous incineration, howev- 


er, a full public hearing must be held. 

` ‘Yesterday, many in the audience re- 
peated their concerns that the incinera- 
tion could increase airborne radioactive 
contamination in the area. Rocky Flats 
manufactures plutonium triggers for 
nuclear weapons. Plutonium is the most 
dangerous of the several radioactive 
materials used at Rocky Flats. 
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and, waste-management manager at the tions at a meeting in Broomfield about the pro- 
Flats nuclear weapons plant, answers ques- posed test burn of waste material at the plant. 


Design flaws’ 
on Rocky Flats 
pas. | ا‎ 


Denver Post Washington Bureau Chief 
-WASHINGTON — The moderniz- 
ing of the Rocky Flats nuclear 

- weapons plant was the subject ofa 
45-minute private meeting Wednes- 
day between Secretary of Energy 
John ۰ Herrington and Colorado 
Democratic Rep. Tim Wirth. 

_ The focus of the discussion was 
Wirth’s recent complaints that de- 
sign flaws at a plutonium-recycling 

i at Rocky Flats could cost | 

. as much as $600 million to repair. 
“He (Herrington) said it was the 


a 


`. at Wirth's request, is conductingse 
ae ná of the "problems at Rocky 
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A test burn of mixed chemical 
and radioactive wastes at Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant has 
been postponed until at least the 
end of the year while an environ- 
mental study is done, plant: offi- 
cials said yesterday. 


The study was ordered by the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which 
owns the plant 16 miles northwest 
of Denver. Rockwell International 
Corp., which operates Rocky Flats, . 
will hire an independent contrac- 
tor to do the study, said spokesman 
Dennis Hurtt. oo ` 


The postponement delighted cit- . 
izens’ groups that have opposed * 
the test burn on the grounds that it 
would contaminate the air. 


“We're very pleased,” said Kar- 
in Sheldon, attorney for the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund, which 
has sued DOE and Rockwell. “Our 
greatest concern has been that (a 
test burn) would open the door to 
full-scale incineration without 
even taking a look at the impact.” 


“We are delighted that the DOE 
recognizes the need to do an envi- 
ronmental assessment before the 
burn,” said Tom Rauch of Citizens 
Against Rocky Flats Contamina- 
tion, which joined the Sierra Club 
in the lawsuit. ۱ 
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act. . 


The test burn, originally sched- 
uled for -May 16, was first post- 


poned to July 6 to give an indepen- 


dent panel of scientists time to 
review the health risks. It was put 


off again to Aug. 24 when officials 


said they needed more time to an- 
swer the panel’s questions and test 
the process using non-hazardous 
waste, SO 


' The environmental assessment 


“study may push the test burn back 


to December or later, Hurtt said. 
Until then, the plant will store the 


. wastes as it has been doing. No 


disposal facility exists in the coun- 
try for the mixed radioactive and 
chemical waste. 


The incinerator is flameless, 
breaking down.the-material with 
chemical combustion. The gases 
released during the incineration 
would pass through filters before 
being released into the air. 


“The filters are allegedly very 


efficient, but there. will still be 
quantities of plutonium and urani- 
um and other toxic wastes coming 


out into the environment,” Sheldon, 
said. “Alternatives to incineration. 


néed to be looked, at.” 
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By JANET DAY 


News Environmental Writer 


nuclear weapons plant have 
agreed to meet most of the recom- 


incinerate radioactive and: chemi- 
cal waste at the facility northwest 
of Denver. 

Responses tg the panel's ques- 
tions, released yesterday by U.S. 
Rep. David Skaggs, show plant op- 
erators Rockwell International 
Corp. agreeing to: 

® Conduct a pre-trial tést of the 
incinerator on non-hazardous and 


a two-week test ۵۵ ۵ 
mixed radioactive and hazardous 
wastes. 

w Provide an updated mixed- 
waste trial burn plan to include 
any modifications made since in- 
cineration was proposed in De- 
cember. 

® Monitor for gaseous radioac- 
tive uranium and plutonium as 
well as particulate elements. 

® Test for hazardous organic. el- 
ements including dioxins. 


ding part of the waste stream to 
prevent explosions.or fires, ` 

Neither. Skaggs nor the seien- 
tists he appointed to the panel had 
a chance to review the responses 
in detail yesterday and ۲ 
prepared to comment. Roekwell 


comment late yesterday. i 
agree to testing incinerator emis- 


sions for nitrogen oxides, ۵ pellut- 
ant linked to acid rain, er to test 


for some pollutants betwes 
two stages of the incineraters 

The company. made the e 
and agreed to delay ۷ 
waste test- burn ۰ dake 
after reviewing the „Tacol 
-tions of Skaggs’ REE 3 
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“The operators of Rocky Flats: 


mendations of a panel of scientists: 
studying a controversial plan fo: dents 


non-radioactive materials prior to- 


© Use an inert gas in the shred- ` 


officials couldn't be reached. for - 


Rocky Flats officials . did not 


en the 


rua: Yo Ry D 
at ‘pian. The test 
4% DEC aed twice after 


of science panel 


tists. will meet in August after” ine 


‘pre-trial test. of non-hazardous ma- 
terials to evaluate the incinera- 


tor’s efficiency. 
Rockwell proposed ‘incinerating 


. mixed wastes. stored at: the plant 


because no disposal site exists any- 


where in the country. Nearby resi- 


“some environmental 
groups, however, fear the process 
will spew: radioactive plutonium 
into the air. Plutonium, one of the 


' most dangerous materials known, 


has ‘been linked to brain tumors 
and other cancers. Plant officials 
say the risk to públic health is 
negligible. - 

Rocky Flats uses plutonium in 
manufacturing triggers that deto- 
nate nuclear weapons: Since a Ne- 
yada disposal site quit accepting 
mixed wastes late last year, Rocky 
Flats has accumulated more than 
100 tons of solid’ wastes and two 
large tanks of liquid wastes. 

If a test incineration is suecess- 
ful, Rockwell will request a per- 
mit for full-time. incineration. 
Company officials have said incin- 
eration was needed this year be- 
cause storage Space | for such waste 
is filled. 

Any new wastes accumulated 
because of the delay will be stored 
in drums and modified containers, 


` in accordance with state require- 
-«meñts, plant officials said in a let- 


ter to ‘Skaggs. 

Rockwell has been testing indi- 
vidual parts of the incinerator 
since June 2 and expects to end 
that phase of the plan today. Test- 


ing of the equipment's ability: te 


destroy materials will begin -to- 
morrow and continue through July 
12. Actual inciñeratión of non-haz- 
ardous materials will begin July 
13 and run through Aug.9.-. 


incinerations with chemi-‏ اف 


tive materials will 
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By KAREN BOWERS 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 


Approximately 100. Coloradans 
were arrested or detained yester- 
day in two anti-nuclear protests at 
Rocky Flats and at F.E. Warren 
Air Force Base near Cheyenne. 

Eighteen protesters were arrest- 
ed at the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant 16 miles northwest 
of Denver. 

Members of the group “Shut- 
down” were demonstrating against: 
‘nuclear wéapoñs and a test burn of 
radioactive and chemical wastes at 
the plant scheduled for July 7. 

Seven men and three women 
were arrested and held in Denver 
City Jail last night, an official with 
the group said. Eight juveniles also 
were arrested and released into 
the. custody of their parents. They 
were cited for trespassing on gov- 
ernment property. - 


ROCKY FLATS officials plan a 
two-week test of the incineration 
process. Nearby residents, envi- 
ronmental groups and some health 
officals have opposed the plan, 
fearing it will spew radioactive 
plutonium into the air. 0 


In Wyoming, more than 100 anti- 
MX missile demonstrators, includ- 
ing 81 Coloradans, were detained 
by Air Force officials yesterday 
after they illegally entered Warren 
Air Base near Cheyenne. i 


The demonstrators were 
searched, photographed- and: given 
letters barring them from the base 
for.two years, said base spokesman 
Sgt. Dave Harris. If the protesters 
ignore the ban, they- ‘teuld-. face 
trespassing charges, he said. -* ۱ 

For the protesters, yesterday’s 
demonstration capped off a week- 
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FIFTY MISSILE silos controlled 
from Warren AFB ‘are being con- 
verted to hold the MX missle, a 10- 
warhead weapon. 


The group sang songs, and some 
members carried signs bearing 
peace symbols and slogans as they 
gathered outside Gate 3 on the 
west. side ef the base. They were 
warned twice.it would be illegal to 
cross the painted barrier onto the. 


base, Harris said. . 5 
FThé first~protesters crossed the 
boundary about 2:30 p.m. Many of 
the men, womien and children 
joined hands as they crossed the 
lie in groups of five to 10. 
۱۳ were met by unarmed ser- 
emen and trundled into waiting 
s and buses. 9 
je last person crossed the line 
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oe end retreat in Fort Collins attend- 
a) of ed: by_activists from around the PIE 
ae country. i o ۱ 
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about an hour after the. 7 be-i 
gan. 


OF THE 112 civilians who en- 
tered the base, 98 were giyen-Jet- 
ters barring them from the base, 
said Capt. William Kalton. Most of 
the other 14 people were children, 
he said. 

Eighty-one of the detainees were 
, Seven were from: 
10 were from ather 
states, Kalên said. 

L a Wyoming state 
ive, was among the 150 
ho gathered outside the: 


ure if she entered the base. 

Lt Col. Don Christians said 
base officials met with deménstra- 
tors at-least twice before, yester- 
day's demonstrations and that both 
sides knew what to expect. ; 

“They were peaceful, which was 
their intent,” he said. 


Staff writer Connie Johnson con-' 
tributed to this report. ۱ 
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By The Denver Post 

ARVADA — A resolution oppos-.‏ ؛ 
ing a test burn of hazardous mate- -‏ * 
rials at the Rocky Flats nuclear‏ 

`. weapons plant will be considered. 

> tonight bythe Arvada City Council. 
7 Qne version would advocate pro-. 
hibiting a test burn until a commit-: 


tee of scientists assembled by U.S. ; . 
Rep. David Skaags, D-Colo., has . 
determined whether the wastes +. 
can be safely incinerated. ۱ 


` A second version supported by: 
Businesses Against Burning Radio- : ۸ Y > 


active and Hazardous Wastes, an - 


Aliada business group, contends 


burning is unnecessary and thati 
the wastes can be stored in con- 
crete blocks, as they have been in, 
: the past. N 
If the second version is approved 
by the seven-member council; Gov. 
Roy Romer will be asked to inter- 


vene in the dispute, businessman | 
Ken Peck said. 1 ست‎ Was | 


In addition to posing unknown 
health risks, the incineration of ra- 
dioactive: wastes is “an economic 

‘development nightmare,” Peck 

` sald. “No business wants to locate 
in a metropolitan area that has a 
radioactive brown cloud.” . 


. Rockwell International, which 
operates the Rocky Flats plant for 
the U.S. Department of Energy, 
has already agreed to delay the - 
test burn until a study is done on 
the environmental impact of incin- 
erating hazardous wastes. 
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By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Dioxin, a substance sus 


pected of causing cancer, may be 
produced during waste 


incineration at the Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons plant, but health officials say they won't 
know how much until after a two-week test burn. 


Dioxin — considered one of the most toxic substances and 
linked to cancer and birth defects — may be produced when 
contaminated waste materials are destroyed in the plant's 
planned incinerator, state and federal health officials said 


yesterday during the monthly meeting with plant represen- 
tatives. 


_ But dioxin is such an unpredictable compound that offi- 
oe are, unable to estimate how much, af any, will be ۰ 

Me, cant predict antil we actially-runa.brial.buro, and | 
take samples of the emissions to a lab to be analyzed.” 00 


Nat Miullo, EPA project manager for Rocky Flats. 

Rocky Flats, operated by Rockwell International Corp. 
for the U.S. Department of Energy, has proposed incinerat- 
ing its mixed low-level radioactive and chemical waste to 
try to reduce the amount of contaminated materials stored 
at the plant. 

.A two-week test of the incinerator — on non-hazardous 
chemical and radioactive materials — originally was 
planned for May, but was delayed repeatedly and has been 
postponed indefinitely pending an environmental assess- 
ment. 

The test burn is part of the state’s permit process. Rocky 
Flats must show, through the test burn, that incineration is 


an effective and safe waste-disposal and reduction method. ۰ 


The plant needs no state or federal approval to conduct the 
test. : 3 3 - J. EMO ER : 


Flats burn may 
produce dioxin, 


officials say 
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ment and the national Centers for Disease Control have 
determined that the test poses a negligible public health 
risk. 

But citizens near the plant and throughout the metro area 
oppose the burn, fearing emissions will send toxic chemicals 
and radioactive plutonium into the air that blows from عط‎ 
plant toward Denver, 16 miles southeast. 

An inability to calculate the dioxin risk “is the best 

“argument I’ve heard so far why this thing shouldn’t be 
allowed to happen at all,” said Adrienne Anderson, of the 
National Campaign Against Toxic Hazards. 

Dioxin is the basis for several pesticides and is produced’ 
in chemical reactions when various substances are burned, 
particularly plastics. It has become a major concern among 
waste incinerators around the country. The Vietnam defoli- 
ant bent لسو نك‎ dioxin... ee 

+», “There's no absolute guarantee (that dioxins are or aren't 
r'the د‎ department. , 
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State given final right of approval on Flats’ test burn 


By Lou Chapman 
a Tool eg department now 
le approval over any 
incineration of hazardous or radio- 
active waste at the Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons plant, according 
to an agraement filed this week in 
ME 5. Department of En 
. of Energy, 
in temporarily settling a lawsuit 


brought by the Sierra Club Legal 
Defense Fund and Citizens Against 
Contamination at Rocky Flats, 
said it would not proceed with the 
test burn of hazardous, radioactive 
waste without state and federal ap- 
proval. ` 
The health department had 
maintained it couldn't stop a pro- 
test burn, but expected the 
Department and Rockwell 
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International Corp. to hold off on 
the project until the state approved 
it. 
Under the agreement, the state 
now has the authority to prevent 
any burn. 

Karin Sheldon, staff lawyer for 
the defense fund, said, “This is one 
of the things we wanted out of this 
lawsuit. Rockwell and DOE now 
agree the state must approve the 


test-burn.” 

The Energy Department and 
Rockwell, which operates Rocky 
Flats, have requested state per- 
mission to regularly incinerate 
waste that is both chemically haz- 
ardous and tainted with low levels 
of radioactivity. 

To obtain a state permit, Rocky 
Flats must first test the incinera- 
tion process. 


Earl Whiteman, Rocky Flats 
manager for Rockwell, said the 
agreement “doesn't change any- 
thing . . . it just has to do with the 
language the lawyers came up 


Whiteman said Rockwell would 
only proceed with the test burn if 
the state approved its plan, be- 
cause “the state needs the data 
from test burn to issue the per- 


mit.” The proposed test burn has | 
been delayed indefinitely pending 
further study; 

The healt department had ex- . 
pected Rockwell to wait for state 
approval of the test burn before 
the agreement, said Mike Sattler, 

ject communications coordina- 

r for health department. | 

“But no, they didn’t need it,” 
Sattler said. 
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Petition aims to stop Rocky Flats burn” 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


A business group opposing the incineration of radio- 
active waste at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant has begun a petition drive to place the issue on 
the ballot for Arvada voters. 


“No one wants to live or work next to a factory that 
burns radioactive wastes,” said Ken Peck, spokesman. 
for Businesses Against Burning Radioactive and Haz- 
ardous Wastes. “If (Rocky Flats) is allowed to burn 
these wastes, it could hurt local business, reduce 
property values and diminish the quality of life.” 


To qualify for the November municipal elections, 
the business group must collect about 2,400 signa- 
tures from Arvada’s 48,000 registered voters. If 
enough signatures are gathered, the city council must 
either adopt the group’s proposed ordinance to for- 
mally oppose the burn or permit a citywide vote on 
the issue. 


The council has postponed a decision on the inciner- 
ation proposal until a panel of scientists studying the 


burn makes a final report later this year. ٠ 

The ordinance also would require the council to 
inform Gov. Roy Romer, health officials and the plant 
of the opposition. 

. “We hope this vote will focus the public's attention 
on the key role which (Romer) could play by instruct- 
ing the health department to deny the permit applica- 
tion,” Peck said. 

If a test incineration proceeds, state health officials 
will use information gathered from the two-week 
burn to determine if full-time incineration should be 
allowed. 

Rocky Flats has proposed incinerating chemical 
wastes containing low-level radioactive elements as a 
way of reducing the amount of materials stored at the 
plant, 16 miles northwest of Denver. There is no site 
in the country for the plant to send its mixed waste 
for disposal. 

Nearby residents and some environmental groups 
fear incineration will blow radioactive plutonium to 
cities downwind. The health department and national 
Centers for Disease Control, however, recently re- 
ported the public health risk from a test incineration 
was negligible. 
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By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Three small fires have occurred during tests of the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant incinerator that will burn radio- 
active and chemical waste, officials confirmed yesterday. 

The most recent fire occurred at 4 a.m. July 24 when 
diesel fuel dripped out of the incinerator and ignited while 
parts of the system were being tested. The fire was extin- 
guished immediately and caused little damage, plant offi- 
cials said. 

Two other leaks and fires occurred in a single day in June. 
None of the fires threatened workers, the public or the 
environment, said plant spokesman Dennis Hurtt. 

The July fire was so small that plant officials did not 
publicly report it, but they did notify the Colorado Depart- 
ment of Health, the Environmental Protection Agency and 
Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo. The June fires were discussed at 
a monthly public meeting shortly after they occurred. 

EPA officials also said the most recent fire was minor but 
added that continued problems with the incinerator tests 

could jeopardize waste-burning operations. ا‎ 


“As an engineering assessment, these are very minor 
problems, yet this system has been billed as one of the most 
sophisticated ever developed,” said Nat Miullo, EPA project 
manager. “If these types of things start to result at this 
stage of the game, we'll have to take that into consider- 
ation.” 


EPA and state health officials are reviewing Rocky Flats’ 
parts tests to determine if a two-week test of the incinerator 
should be allowed. State health officials were off yesterday 
for the Colorado Day holiday and couldn't be reached for 
comment. . 
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uses chemical combustion, rather than a flame and high 
heat, to break down materials. 


But heat from the test was enough to ignite diesel fuel that 
had dripped through an opening for removing ash as the 


“materials burn. 


“It was a little'fire on the floor that caused minimal 
damage,” Hurtt said. “In a testing mode like this, running 
through all the components, we can run into problems of 
various sorts.” 


Rocky Flats, operated by Rockwell International Corp. 
for the U.S. Department of Energy, last year proposed 
burning chemical wastes that are tainted with low levels of 
radioactivity. No disposal site exists in the country for such 
mixed wastes, and Rocky Flats must store hundreds of tons 
ot low-level debris until such a site is built. 

incineration would greatly reduce the volume of contami- 
nated materials that must be stored at the site. 

Although local residents and some environmental groups 
fear radioactive plutonium will be released during incinera- 
tion, the national Centers for Disease Control last week 
reported that the two-week trial incineration posed a negli- 


— _ gible risk, : ۱ 


Plant officials are testing incinerator parts round-the- 
clock to work out any bugs before testing the entire opera- 
tion on non-hazardous materials. Thereafter, a test on simu- 
lated chemical and radioactive waste will be conducted. The 
non-hazardous test was agreed to only after a scientific 
panel recommended it. 


“In a systems check like this, we expect problems,” ۵ 
said. “However, it does affect EPA’s opinion on the ability of 
this system to handle low-level mixed wastes.” - 


The July fire occurred outside the incinerator, but within’ - 
a steel “eanyon” that houses the equipment. Tie CITE 1 ee Vis A 
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ley The Denver-Post Capito! Bureau 
Gov. Roy Romer was booed on 
ithe steps of the state Capitol Tues- 


posed to the planned incineration 
of plutonium waste at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant. 

Romer, scheduled to give brief 
remarks at a Capitol ceremony, 
said until nuclear weapons are 
banned, the plants that produce 
them are an inevitable fact of life. 

But the governor added that 
weapens-plants shouldn’t be locat- 
ed near major cities. 

That brought a few boos from 
members of Citizens Against 
Rocky Flats Contamination, who 
had gathered to present petitions 
containijfig the signatures of 17,000 
Colorado residents opposed to the 
incineration plan. 


‘day ashe addressed a group op- . 


Romer booed by foes of Flats’ burn 


The group favors a ban on nucle- 


‘ar weapons, and Romer’s sugges- 


tion that nuclear weapons are a 
fact of life didn’t sit well with some 
of them. . 5 es 


Romer's commitment to pre- 


serving Colorado's clean air and 


water drew applause from others 
in the group. de 
“The most important trust thal :: 
we have is to take that which we; ۰ 
have been given, and not just pre- 
serve it but to improve that ۲ 
ronment. Rocky Flats is one of. 
those issues we have to take very 
seriously,” Romer said. 


_ The group hopes to stop a plan- 
ned test burn designed to deter-. 
mine the effectiveness of destroy-| 
ing plutonium wastes by! 


incineration. 
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By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 
تسس‎ aaa مل‎ 
Health risks to the public will be negligible if the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant proceeds with a test burn of 
radioactive and chemical waste, the National Centers for 
Disease Control and state health department have conclud- 
ed. 
The CDG report, released yesterday, found that even with 
the maximum exposure to the emissions from the incinera- 


ee | 
E House defeats weapons-plant revision/16 
رس‎ << 


tor, a Colorado resident would have one chance in 68 qua- 
drillion of developing a disease caused by the radioactive 
materials. 

The report came as the result of residents” concern and 
demands for an independent study of the potential health 
risks from incineration. 1 

Dr. Vernon N. Houk, assistant surgeon general, told the 
Colorado Department of Health that exposure to radioactive 
elements from the test burn and from any accidents involv- 
ing the incinerator “do not result in health risks in excess of 
those generally deemed acceptable by public experts.” 

x Rocky Flats officials late last year announced plans to 
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incinerate chemical wastes that also are tainted with low- 
levels of radioactivity. No disposal site for such mixed 
wastes exists in the country. The test has been delayed 
indefinitely while health studies are conducted. 

Incineration will reduce the volume of the material with- 
out posing health risks to the public, plant officials have 
said. Six-stage filters on the incinerators will collect any 
radioactive emissions before the exhaust is released into the 
air, plant officials have said. as 

A test of the incinerator is needed to show state health 
officials that the process works. After reviewing test results, 
officials will decide whether to allow the plant to conduct 
full-time incineration of low-level mixed wastes. 

Nearby residents and some environmental groups have 
expressed concern that minute particles of plutonium will 
escape through the filters and drift toward Denver, Plutoni- 
um, considered the most dangerous element known, has been 
linked to lung cancer and brain tumors. 

Rocky Flats recently agreed to conduct its own environ- 
mental assessment of the procedure as well as abide by 
recommendations from a panel of scientists organized by 
Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo. 1 

Houk said changes and new monitoring criteria recom- 
mended by Skaggs’ panel should be implemented. 

“If these recommendations are followed, the health of the 
public should not be subject to unacceptable risks and all 
efforts will have been made to reduce toxic exposures to the 
lowest possible levels,” he said. - OS 
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+ The CDC report was released in conjunction with a health 
_, department analysis that studied the risks to a person stand- 
Ing at the plant border, downwind from the incinerator, for 
: the entire two-week test. The preliminary report concluded 


that the chances of developing a disease were one in 
68,000,000,000,000,000. ۱ 

Rocky Flats officials yesterday said they had not seen the 
CDC report or the health department analysis and did not 
want to comment. 1 

Joan Egloff Seeman, a board member of Citizens Against 
Rocky Flats Contamination, a group moving to stop the 
incineration, said she expected the results because the CDC 
was using Rocky Flats statistics. 

“They didn't use an independent group to analyze it,” she 
said. “How can you use Rocky Flats statistics to determine 
if they are negligible. And they didn't look at the big picture. 
We are dealing with more than radiation.” ۱ 

Rocky Flats yesterday also released its 1986 environmen- 
tal monitoring report, which found that the plant's entire 


. Operations posed minimal risk to the 2 million people who 


live within 50 miles of the facility. 

The plant, operated by Rockwell International Corp. for 
the Department of Energy, manufactures triggers for nucle- 
ar weapons. In the plant's 30 years of operation, fires, spills 
and waste-disposal practices have polluted groundwater at 
the site and soil east of the plant, as well as within its 
boundaries, and laced the mud in Standley Lake and Grea : 
Western Reservoir with radioactive elements. vá 
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By JANET DAY 


News Environmental Writer 


A group of state legislators next 
week will begin studying ways Col- 
orado can gain more control over 
operations at the Rocky Flats nu- 


, clear weapons facility and force 


pollution cleanup,at the plant. 
Rocky Flats ad hoc committee 


-| members and Gov. Roy Romer 


yesterday met with citizens gath- 
ered on the state capitol’s west 
steps to protest the planned incin- 
eration of radioactive and chemi- 
cal waste at the plant, 16 miles 
northwest of downtown Denver. 


The citizens’ group, called the 
Blue Ribbon Brigade because it 


| seeks “only the best for Colorado,” 


presented officials with signatures 
of 17,000 people opposed to the 
incineration. The petitions also 
call for cleaning up polluted areas 
at the plant and shutting down op- 
erations that could increase pollu- 
tion. 


“We need a positive statement 
rather than a negative protest,” 
‘group spokeswoman Kathy Genoff 
said in reference to this past week- 


| controls on Rocky Flats 


end's 300 arrests when protesters 
tried to block the gates. “This is-a 
statement of opposition to the test 
burn or any other activity that has 
the potential, no matter how 
slight, to contaminate our air, soil 
and water.” 


Rep. Samuel Williams, D-Breck- l 


enridge, chairman of the ad hoc 
committee, said his legislative 
- group next Wednesday will begin 


studies of possible legislation to ， 
increase the state's role in plant : 


operations. 


“This committee represents one 
of the first efforts of the state to 
become involved with Rocky Flats ' 
at this (legislative) level,” Wil- 
liams said. “We’ll be looking : 
throughout the summer to see if : 
there's legislation that would bet- * 
ter serve our communities.” 


Subsequent meetings will be. 


held Sept. 16 and 30 and Oct. 2 and: 
14. Recommendations will be; 
made at the final meeting. aan 


Rocky Flats, operated by Roék- : 
well International Corp. for, the: 
Department of Energy, manufac- 
tures plutonium triggers that deto- 
nate nuclear weapons. afi 
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By Lou Chapman 
Denver Post Environment Writer 
For the first time since contro- 
versy erupted over proposed incin- 
eration of Hazardous,’ radioactive 
wastes at Rocky Flats, plant offi- 
dials have acknowledged they are 
"open to considering other methods 
of disposing of the wastes. 
, ١ A consultant to Rockwell Inter- 
‘national Corp. and the U.S. Depart- 
: ment of Energy will study alterna- 
‘tives, officials said Thursday. 
‘Rockwell operates the nuclear 
: weapons plant for the federal gov- 


Community activists and envi- 
ronmentalists have pushed for a 
study of alternatives, but state 
health officiais have said they can- 
not require such a study. 

Health officials said they can on- 
ly rule on the safety and legality of 
specific waste-disposal methods 
that industry presents for approv- 
al. 

Now, with Rockwell and the gov- 
ernment agreeing to at least study 
alternatives, the way may be open 
for resolution of the controversy in 
a way that plant officials and envi- 
ronmentalists both can accept. 


Flats will look 
at alternatives to 
burning wastes 


Rockwell has asked the state Tor 
permission to regularly incinerate 
“low-level mixed wastes” at 
Rocky Flats because no dump in 
the nation is licensed to accept 
them. 

However, to receive a permit for 
ongoing incineration, Rocky Flats 
must first conduct a test burn. 

The test burn — involving 3,100 
pounds of waste which is chemical- 
ly hazardous and tainted with low 
levels of radioactivity — has been 
delayed several times, most re- 
cently because a full environmen- 
tal assessment. of the burn was 


about to be started. 

The broad-based review of alter- 
natives will be included in the envi- 
ronmental assessment, said Bill 
Weston, a top Rockwell official at 
Rocky Flats. j 

Weston made the remarks in a 
briefing to a group of politicians 
and government officials repre- 
senting six towns and counties sut- 
rounding Rocky Flats. 

The six jurisdictions have funded 
an independent panel of scientists, 
formed by U.S. Rep. David Skaggs 
of. Boulder, to determine if the test 
burn will be safe. 
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Plant to burn 


maximum amount 


of plutonium 
. By JANET DAY 
| Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 
۱ Rocky Flats plans to use the maximum ameunt of plutoni- 
um allowed in a test incineration of mixed radioactive and 


-chemical wastes, according to a report released yesterday 
| by U.S. Sen. Timothy Wirth. 


At the same time, health officials agreed to delay indefi- 
nitely the nuclear weapons plant's trial burn at the request 
of U.S. Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo., and Gov. Roy Romer, 
The two asked for the delay until additional public health 
Studies are conducted. 


: “The U.S. Department of Energy facility, operated by 
Rockwell International Corp., had proposed a two-week trial 
incineration for the end of May. Public outrage and health 
officials’ questions, however, prompted Romer and Skaggs 
kto call for a delay. 


“More than one half of Colorado's citizens, some 1.7 
million people, live within 30 miles of the Rocky Flats 
plant,” Romer said. “Their safety and peace of mind must be 
my paramount concern. Therefore, until I am secure in the 
belief that incineration is a safe way to dispose of the 
‘hazardous and mixed wastes at Rocky Flats, I must request 


‘that you delay the trial burn.” 
-. Skaggs made a similar appeal, say- 
ing “a delay would make more sense 
than going forward with the test be- 
fore it has been thoroughly evaluat- 
ed. We shoúldn't treat Rockwell’s op- 
erating schedule as the determining 
factor in setting the test schedule.” 
Rocky Flats, between Golden and 
Boulder, produces triggers 一 small’ 
fission bombs — for nuclear weap- 
ons. Numerous radioactive elements 
‘and hazardous materials are used in 
the process, providing 了 steady ۴ d 
stream of mixed wastes: Incinera- 
tion, company officials claim, will Rep. David Skaggs 
reduce the amount of waste and pose less risk than storing it 
at the site. 


Health officials have questioned what radioactive ele- 
ments and in what amounts would be used in the trial burn. 
As of late yesterday, Rockwell had not supplied that infor- 
mation to the Colorado Department of Health. 


The company has until Thursday to answer more than 80 
technical questions raised last month by the health depart- 
ment. z 


‘um that * 


“are the maximum allowed as low-level waste,” the 
ed. An e plutor ‘materials would 
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The plutonium level in the test burn would be more than 


300 times greater than that expected in the actual wastes 
that would be incinerated on a full-time basis. 

State health officials yesterday had not seen Rockwell’s 
letter to Wirth, but Peter Bierbaum, a Rocky Flats project 
coordinator with the health department, said he'd prefer 
that the test initially use smaller amounts of plutonium and 
work up to the full amount. — 

Rockwell officials originally said they would use only 
radioactive uraniunrin the test burn, but later decided that 
testing plutonium-contaminated materials would better 
evaluate the incinerator's effectiveness on hundreds of tons 
of wastes to be burned. ۱ ۱ 

If the test incineration works, full-time incineration would 
mean 30 weeks of round-the-clock incineration to take care 
of the waste backlog, and nine days of incineration a month 
to keep up with the wasté production: 

The ash left from the process, itself a mixed hazardous 
and radioactive waste, will be set in concrete and stored on 
the plant until a disposal site is opened. No mixed-waste 
disposal site exists anywhere in the 8ountry. 

Rockwell officials have maintained since first proposing 
the incineration that emissions from the process would be 
negligible. 


Residents and environmental groups, however, remaín 


concerned that the incineration will release plutonium into 
the air that blows toward Denver. ۲ 5 

Skaggs and Romer said the test should be delayed until the 
state health department, an independent panel of experts 
brought together by Skaggs, and the federal Centers for 
Disease Control complete studies and health risk assess- 
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Test-burn 
stall gets 
health — 

unit vote 


By Lou Chapman 
Denver Post Environment Writer 

The state Health Department threw its 
full support behind Gov. Roy Romer and 
U.S. Rep. David Skaggs Tuesday in their 
effort to stall Rockwell International 
Corp.'s plan to test-burn 3,100 pounds of ra- 
diváctive, chemically contaminated waste 
at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapon plant. 

“We support this,” said Peter Bier- 
baum, Health Department scientist evalu- 
ating Rockwell’s waste-disposal applica- 
‘tion for Rocky Flats. “We have always 
' (contended) that there are issues that 
: should be addressed before the test is con- 
ducted,” such as the. questions that 
Skaggs’ panel may raise. 


Review results. 


The Health Department said it also 
' would like to be able to first review the 
results of a health-risk assessment of the 
test-bur'n that it requested from the Cen- 
ters for Disease Control in Atlanta. l 


Last Monday, Skaggs and Romer asked 
Rockwell and the Department of Energy, 
which owns Rocky Flats, to postpone the 
controversial test-burn until a panel of ex- 
perts being assembled by Skaggs can re- 
view the technological aspects of the incin- 
eration and the health risks it poses. 


` “The expert panel Pve proposed can 
provide the kind of careful review of Rock- 
well’s incineration proposal we need to 
make sure the trial doesn’t jeopardize pub- 
lic health and safety,” Skaggs said in pre- 
pared statement... : . 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Part of request 


The 10-day test incineration is scheduled 
to begin May 16 as part of the Energy De- 
partment’s request for state approval of 
the way in which the federal agency and 
its contractor store, treat and dispose of 
E types of hazardous waste at Rocky 


Romer said it is in the best interest of 
Colorado citizens’ health and safety to de- 
lay the burn, adding that a delay should 
not be construed “as either Opposition to 
or endorsement of the incineration process 
being pro: 3 موی یی‎ ۱ 

Rockwell officials were unsure whether 
they would agree to a delay. 


“We are evaluating the impact that it 
‘would have on our operations, particularly 
in terms of storage,” said George Potter, 
of Rockwell’s health, safety and environ- 
ment section at Rocky Flats. 


Mixed waste 


aste that is both chemically contaminat- 
ed and tainted with low levels of radioac- 
tivity — called mixed waste — is stored at 
Rocky Flats; no waste dump in the coun- 
try is allowed to accept such material. 
Rockwell has about 26,000 gals of mixed 
waste, and'1,500 cubic feet of solid mixed 
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Court asked to 


Rocky Mountain News Staff 


The Sierra Club and Citizens 
Against Rocky Flats Contamina- 
tion yesterday asked the U.S. Dis- 
trict Court for an injunction halt- 
ing Rocky Flats’ plans to burn 
more than 100 tons of mixed radio- 
active and hazardous waste. 

In a court document, the envi- 
ronmental groups claimed that the 
nuclear weapons plant had “failed 
to provide a complete and accu- 

\rate permit application to the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency 
and-or the Colorado Department 


halt Flats burn 


of Health and have not obtained 
approval for the incineration from 
Colorado.” 

Rocky Flats, which is northeast 
of Denver between Golden and 
Boulder, plans to start burning 
waste on or about July 6, the court 
document said. 


The plant proposed the plan to 
incinerate the mixed waste in or- 
der to reduce the amount stored 
there. There’s no disposal site na- 
tionally for such waste. The pro- 
posal has been opposed by environ- 
mental groups and nearby 
residents . 
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Editor: To preface this letter, I am just, 
an ordinary citizen who is tired of being. 
apathetic when it comes to the health and: 
well-being of my family and friends. 

l am not a “peace freak.” I do believe. 
that, at this time, nuclear weapons are 
needed for our defense. They are needed to 
protect us from the holocaust of war, the ` 
tragedy of death. 


` Yet to produce these weapons to “save 
lives” and, as a byproduct, to produce haz- 
ardous waste that will contaminate our 
environment, causing unknown crippling 
and death in its own right, is ludicrous. 
Rockwell International has asked for a 
10-day test burn at Rocky Flats of hazard- 
ous wastes, a byproduct of producing weap- 


-ons. “H all goes well, the plant hopes to get 


‘a permit from the state for full-time ongo- 
ing incineration,” Rockwell has stated. > 


Well, Rockwell, what happens if ‘all 
doesn't go well? Oops ... the brown cloud 
gets a little browner or don't “always buy 
Colorado” until year 2050 when our pro- 
duce will be safe to consume. You can 
always move to a new state and start over. 
What about us? And worse, what if this test 
burn is deemed a success? These are the 
same people who could not foresee the 
disposal problems of nuclear wastes. Yet 
they can foresee the long-term effects of a 
continuous burn. Give me a break! 

Gov. Roy Romer arid Mayor Federico 
Peña, this situation warrants your immedi- 
ate attention. Please keep Colorado safe for 
ourselves and our children! 


And to all you ordinary citizens, now is 
the time to stop being apathetic and do 
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something about the future. — 


JOHN MOVIUS' 
Denver 


Editor: 1 am writing in response to Clay- 
ton E. Jackson's letter (June 21) regarding 
the “gorgeous landscape” Rocky Flats is 
“preserving.” 

Jackson implied the scenic landscape he 
is now enjoying is more important than the 
long-term effect Rocky Flats will have on 
the future landscape and wildlife, not to 
mention his own health! He alse expressed 
his concern over the possibility of land 
developers interloping on this “prime par- 
cel of real estate.” Considering the con- 
tamination the land has been exposed to, 1 
seriously doubt it is under any threat of 
potential development. 7 

Given the choice, however, for develop-! 

ment or the incineration of radioactive and 
‘nuclear wastes, I know what my decision 
would be! The landscape Jackson is viewing 
‘is merely the bandage covering the sore! 

l also would like to comment on his 


- ‘statement that protesters “are nothing 


more than sheep following a shepherd.” 
Protesters, for the most part, are serious, 
dedicated individuals who are not afraid to 
have their opinions heard and are responsi- 
‘ple for many positive changes that have 
improved our lives! I would much rather be 
‘protesting something 1 did not believe in or 
‘felt was wrong, than to join ranks with the 
vast, complacent majority who do indeed 
follow blindly like sheep! 
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Another 


: incinerator off 


¬ Rockwell International Corp. has 
tpóded the startup of a 28-day 


Rockwell has not set a new date 

for the planned: “pre-trial opera- 
tion” pf the incinerator, which had 
been scheduled to begin Monday, 
said Dennis Hurtt, spokesman for 
Rockwell at Rocky Flats... 

«I'm sure we'll go ahead with 
the pge verien nA run,” Hurtt 
said. “But the schedule for every- 
thing changing.” … À 
Big plans for incinerator 
… RotKwell eventually wants to 
“use the incinerator to burn thou- 
sands of pounds of waste produced 
monthly that is both chemically 
hazardous and tainted with low lev- 
-elsof لاع‎ 

It afso would burn more than 100 
tons of such waste now stored at 
Rocky Flats. : 

The, proposal, which requires 
state approval, has stirred commu- 
nity concern. out of fear that toxic 
pollutánts will escape. 


-> Before giving its approval to the 
project, the state requires a trial 
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_. That 10-day trial burn was first” 
set for May 16, but has been hoy 
poned indefinitely because the U.S 
Department of Energy, which 
owns ‘Rocky Flats, has agreed to 
conduct an. environmental assess- 
ment of the possible impacts of the 
Efficiency test 
` A 2¢day pre-trial burn of the in- 
inerajor, using non-hazardous and 
non-radioactive waste, was sched- 
uled $e begin Monday to verify the 
incitiefator’s efficiency and pro- 
vide Basic environmental and oper- 
ationgt information without endan- 


geringthe publies- 


‘That burn was recominended t 
a gropp of scientists convened by 

emocratic Congressman David 
rose . of Boulder, to study the 
سا‎ e eo 
ie 
_ Rockwell has delayed the pa 
trial turn of non-hazardous Maleri 
als because. of the proposed envi- 
ronmental assessment, .a. study 


uk could. take four. months to 


Bajo, Hurtt said. +; 
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` By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Colorado's recently stepped-up feuds with the Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons plant may hurt the state's efforts to win the 
coveted superconducting supercollider contract, a federal 
official has warned. ۱ 

Both Rocky Flats and the proposed supercollider are 


Department of Energy (DOE) facilities. Rocky Flats for 


years has been the target of demonstrations by peace 
activists, and more recently has become the focus of envi- 
ronmentalist opposition, 

The DOE, one of its area managers said, might not be 


eager to locate a new project in a state where another 


facility is the subject of such debate. 

A group of legislators and members of Colorado’s super- 
collider team toured DOE’s Brookhaven laboratories in New 
York earlier this month and was told that political and 
citizen opposition to operations at Rocky Flats could affect 
the supercollider bid. It’s not the first time state officials 
have heard such comments. 

“We've seen references to that before, saying DOE was 
uncomfortable with (D 1 1 1 

_ David) Skaggs and their hardline stance on Rocky Flats,” 
said Sherry Patton, spokeswoman for the state Department 
of Local Affairs. “We've checked it out as much as possible, 
to see how much validity there is to their being concerned. 


“From our perspective, most of it is just rhetoric, and it 
doesn't seem that, overall, DOE has that opinion. But we're 
concerned with anything that would hurt our chances (of 
winning the contract).” 


The state hired a Washington, D.C. law firm to investigate 
the rumors. DOE officials in Washington denied there was 
any link between problems at Rocky Flats and the supercol- 
lider. i 


pollution at Rocky Flats. Wirth has urged moving part of 
"the plant's operations to another location. Operations for the 
past 30 years have contaminated air, soil and water at and 
. near the facility, 16 miles northwest of Denyer. 


Wirth is on vacation, ere aide said he has been part of 


hurt supercollider 


Skaggs and Wirth have led the campaign to clean up 
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The DOE official making the comments to the Colorado 


i group also is on vacation this week and couldn't be reached, 
:_but those who toured the Brookhaven facility said references 


ae made to political problems stemming from Rocky 
ats. ` 

“The essence of the comments were: Is DOE, which is 
responsible for the (supercollider), welcome in Colorado in 
light of the current experience vis-a-vis activities related to 
Rocky Flats? It came up ín discussions of the whole issue of 
the location of the facility,” said state Rep. Paul Schauer, R- 
Arapahoe County. E 


States interested in getting the facility must file proposals 
with DOE by Sept. 2. Finalists will be announced at the end 
of the year. ۱ ۱ 

“In these kinds of highly competitive situations, you never 
know what everyone's speculating and who's trying to skew 
the results — what's real and what isn't,” Patton said. “We 
are certain there will be some political considerations after 
(finalists are selected). Then we'll have to get in there and 
really plug away and shore up our political power.” 

State officials remain confident Colorado will be among 
the finalists. : 

Colorado has proposed a site on the eastern plains for the 
giant facility. The project is expected to cost between , $4 
billion and $6 billion, making it the biggest public works 
project in the country’s history. _ - 
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When an open and democratic 
government takes on activities that 
must be kept in secrecy, the law- 
abiding integrity of the secret activi- 
ties is left up to the individuals in 
charge. 


And what we saw in the reports in 
our Sunday paper about the illegal 
and fradulent activities conducted 
for many years at the Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons facility’s model 
Shop indicates that the people in 
charge of operations didn’t live up to 
their responsibility as overseers. 


Building models of components to 
be used in defense systems must be 
kept in secrecy. But at Rocky Flats 
that secrecy was used to cover up 
other activities that were clearly not 
the intent of Congress when it appro- 
priated money to the nation’s weap- 
ons program. 


It was the man in charge of the 
model shop, Matteieadiaoker, who 
apparently approved and even solic- 
ited the jobs of making expensive 
trinkets for key contacts in govern- 
ment and the defense industry. But 
in our opinion the under-the-table 
use of taxpayer-purchased material 
and personnel to grease the wheels 
x government contracting was far 


00 extensive and went on too long to 


dame it on one individual. 


“The blame must 
he highest officiate 


the 17-year life of the model shop. 


The enormous sums normally as- 
sociated with government contract 
awards dwarf the amount of unau- 
thorized gift making at the plant. As 
much as $1 million and perhaps as 
much as $3 million was squandered 
over the period of model-shop opera- 
tion. That doesn’t sound like much in 
the days of government megabuck 
contracts. But one gift presented to 
the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory 
from the Rocky Flats model shop 
was a wine press valued at $64,000. 


Other items were gold-plated jew- 
elry and special glass cut to look 
like gemstones. Model shop director 
Rooker even had a suspended stair- 
case fabricated and smuggled out of 
the plant to his home. 


The revelations contained in our 
report are not going to close down 
the nuclear weapons plant. But they 
demonstrate one reason why govern- 
ment defense contracting eats so 
much of our federal budget. The 
costs of the unauthorized activities, 
buried in secrecy, ultimately are 


added to the cost to the taxpayer of . 


operating the Rocky Flats plant. 


Rockwell International, current 
operator of the plant, must constant- 
ly monitor the cost and direction of 
all the activities at Rocky Flats un- 
less it wants to see economic waste 
added to the list: of obj A: 
vanced from the host 1 
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- The Sierra 6 has agreed to cru À 
drop its lawsuit over the contro- : Classification: 
versial test burn of radioactive Submitting Office: 
waste at Rocky Flats until an envi- S 1 
ronmental assessment is done, ac- D enwer CO 
cording to a joint stipulation filed \ indexing: 
in federal court this week. f 
U.S. District Judge Sherman G. 1 
Finesilver granted the joint stipu- TN 


lation to close the case administra- 
tively until a motion is filed to 
reopen it. He said the lawsuit will 
be dismissed if a motion to reopen 
isn't filed by the end of the year. 

The Sierra Club and Citizens 
Against Rocky Flats Contamina- 5 
tion filed the lawsuit June 18 ask- 
ing for an injunction to halt plans 
to burn more than 100 tons of 
mixed radioactive and hazardous 
waste at Rocky Flats. 

Since then, the Department of 
Energy, which owns the plant, and 
Rockwell International Corp., N 

Ne 


which operates it, have postponed 
the test burn until at least the end 
of the year, when the environmen- 


N 
tal study is expected to be com- | 
pleted. | a 
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By Thomas Graf 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

ARVADA — City Councilman George 
Fedoronko remembers a day not long ago 


when mention of Rocky Flats would cause l 


officials here to clam up or change the 
subject. 

Times have changed. The nuclear weap- 
ons plant is now the No. 1 subject on the 
minds of city officials. Their minds seem 
to be made up: Rocky Flats must go. 

“In the past, we had a very conserva- 
tive council that closed their eyes to what 
was going on out there,” Fedoronko said. 
“People here feel that we've been lied to 
by plant officials for too long.” 

This sleepy suburb's 180-degree turn of 
opinion on Rocky Flats can be traced to 
the announcement last year that the plant 
would be the site of a test burn of low-level 
radioactive and hazardous waste and to 
city officials’ belief they are getting misin- 
formation from plant officials. 

As a result, the city and many of its citi- 
zens have begun in recent weeks to let it 
be known the city’s good-neighbor policy 
toward the nuclear weapons factory five 
miles from its northwest border has ex- 
pired. The moves include: 

uw A City Council resolution “opposing 
the incineration of mixed wastes” at the 
plant until a panel of scientists appointed 
«by U.S. Rep. David Skaggs, D-Boul pr, de- 
termines that incineration is the safest 
way to deal with waste generated by the 


> 
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‘| want Rocky Flats to go away. It's as 
simple as that,’ Fedoronko says. 


manufacture of plutonium triggers for nu- 
clear warheads at Rocky Flats. The burn 
has been delayed and the panel’s report is 
expected at the end of this year. 

A petition drive to put the test burn 
before city voters this November. Organiz- 
ers of the drive, members of Businesses 


Rac 


AS 


Against Burning Radioactive and Hazard- 
ous Wastes, say they have roughly 800 of 
the 2,400 signatures needed to get the ques- 
tion “Do you want a radioactive incinera- 
tor plant at Rocky Flats?” on the ballot. 

A resolution has been drafted calling‏ سس 
for an end to all plutonium-related activi-‏ 
ties at Rocky Flats. If the council passes‏ 
the resolution, as is expected, Arvada‏ 
would be the first government to call for‏ 


‘an end to Rocky Flats arms production, as 


plant officials say most of that work is plu- 
tonium-related: 

And though the proposed vote and refer- 
endums carry no legal weight, Arvada’s 
actions are unprecedented. 

“I want Rocky Flats to go away. It’s as 
simple as that,” Fedoronko said. 


That kind of statement, coming from a . 


politician in a liberal city like Boulder, 
which has declared itself a “nuclear-free 
zone,” wouldn't be considered unusual. 

But Arvada, where hardware stores out- 
number holistic health shops, does not 
have a reputation of making waves on the 
Rocky Flats issue. Its latest moves have 
been greeted by some with surprise and 
suspicion. 

“It’s an interesting resolution, but I 
think it’s premature,” Westminster Mayor 
George Hovorka said of the call to decom- 
mission the plant. “I honestly can't say I 
support that right now.¿l think we have 
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The first priority was high-leve 
wastes. : 
Such wastes stored at three sites 
total nearly 400,000 cubic yards 
and measure 1.4 billion curies. The 
most powerful atomic bomb re- 
leases about 10 billion curies of 
radiation. ۱ 
Weapons plants in South Caroli- 
na, Washington and Idaho are de- 
veloping equipment to solidify the ۰ 
dangerous wastes. 
But disposal of civilian nuclear 
wastes, not leftovers from bomb : 
production, is the most controver- | 


` sial and political DOE program. 


The agency is responsible for 
building a disposal site for spent 


fuel rods from nuclear power ' 


plants. The used fuel now is stored 
at the plants. 


Congress’ 1982 bill — the first to ' 
focus on high-level waste — called | 


for two repositories — one in the 
east, one in the west. 

Late last year, Congress elimi- 
nated the eastern site, all but en- 
suring disposal in the Nevada de- 
sert, even though Nevada produces 
almost no high-level waste. 

Nevada won the distinction of 
being the first state studied for a 
high-level site simply because it 
was not represented on a key 
congressional committee making 
the decision, a Senate staff mem- 
ber said. 

Nearly 100,000 cubic yards of 
mid-level wastes are destined for 
burial in deep salt deposits under 
the New Mexico desert. Most of 
those wastes — called “transura- 
nic” — are generated at Rocky 
Flats, producer of plutonium trig- 
gers for the nation’s atomic weap- 
ons. Currently, waste from Rocky 
Flats is shipped to Idaho for dis- 


posal 


LOW-LEVEL WASTES — 2 
million cubic yards — are not con- 
sidered a major problem. They are 
treated, solidified and buried in 
shallow landfills. 

The DOE has asked Congress for 
$940 million for environmental 
restoration programs next year, 
“but that doesn’t totally deal with 
a 40-year backlog,” said Troy E. 


Wade, assistant DOE secretary for - 


defense programs. “We have to 
budget for our most immediate 
needs.” The budget reportedly in- 
cludes no specific requests for 
Rocky Flats contamination clean- 


up. 

“Waste disposal quickly has be- 
come a reality for DOE,” Wade 
said. “DOE for the first time no 
longer. holds the regulatory initia- 
tive. Our ability to process and 
dispose of our wastes isn’t clear, 


but progress has, been, made in the. 


last couple yea ۳ 
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\and perhaps far more. ， 


HE DEPARTMENT of Ener- 
8y should heed Sen. Tim 
Wirth’s call for.a thorough investi- 
gation of charges of graft at the 


Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 


plant operated by Rockwell Inter- 
national Corp. 

Last Sunday, the Boulder Daily 
Camera charged that the Future 
Systems Division, known as the 


“model shop,” ran a side produc-” 


tion line for 17 years. The shop 
gets government funds to make 
detailed nuclear weapons models. 

. But according to whistle-blow- 
ers at the plant, the shop wasn’t a 
model — it was a horrible example 
of taxpayer abuse that used thou- 
Sands of worker hours to tool ex- 
pensive jewelry, furniture, com- 
memorative plaques and other 
items that were given to Rockwell 
executives, other employees and 


‘executives of other companies do- 


ing business with Rockwell. 
Sources estimated that the cost of 
the items was at least $1 million, 
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-Investigate Rocky Flats 


¡ Rockwell to run the plant. 
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Wirth’s staff already has asked 
the Department of Energy to in- 
vestigate the plant, which lies 8 
miles south of Boulder, The Ener- 
8y Department contracts with 


There is double reason to go 
over Rockwell with a fine-tooth 
comb in this case. The public has a 
right to be enraged any time hard- 
earned tax dollars are Siphoned off 
into graft and corruption. l 

But in the case of Rocky Flats, 

jit is absolutely critical that the 
` public have confidence in the Oper- 
ation of the facility. 

Rocky Flats stores and handles 
dangerous radioactive materials 
close to a major metropolitan ar- 
ea. Rockwell constantly assures us 
that it handles those materials 
Safely 一 and the lives of 2 million 
people depend on those assurances l 
being meaningful. ۱ 

_If Coloradans can't even believe - 
the plant is being run with basic 
honesty, how can we believe it is ر‎ b7C 


.. -being operated safely? ۰ 
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TE case for a fresh, strategic examination of U.S. 
nuclear-weapons production policy was sirenai 
ened recently by a remark by an official at a New 
“Mexico lab. 
Asked if the Los Alamos National Laboratory might 
“become the site of plutonium processing now done 
hear Denver, John Birely, the lab's director for defense 
programs, said he thought it unlikely. Los Alamos ها‎ 
mainly a research and development facility, not a 
weapons plant, he pointed out. He said the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy (DOE), the agency that owns both the 
present processing center and the Los Alamos tab, 
would therefore be unlikely to make such a transfer. 
The Denver facility, of course, is the Rocky Flats 
nuclear-weapons plant. The environmental arguments 
for shipping plutonium processing off that site are 
compelling. Rocky Flats is no longer in the middle of a 


vast undeveloped expanse. Today it stands at the edge 
of a still-growing metropolitan area. 

A General Accounting Office (GAO) report released 
last spring said the facility's overall threat to bealth 
and safety could be cut as much as 15% if plutonium 


processing were transferred elsewhere. 


But where? Birely's comment casts doubt, to put it’ 


optimistically, on Los Alamos as a prospective loca- 
tion. Colorado Sen. Tim Wirth, at whose request the 
GAO study was undertaken, draws the correct conclu- 
sion: The uncertainty surrounding Los Alamos “just 
demonstrates the need to look at the entire nuclear- 
weapons processing (program).” 

Rocky Flats needs substantial capital improvement. 
Many other DOE weapons-production operations are 
also housed in aging facilities. 

Energy officials say they are evaluating the weap- 


Rocky Flats plutonium challenges Energy Department 


ons-production system right now. A top priority shoutd 
be rationalization of the network of aes for ‘the Sys- ， 
tem’s various components. æ 
An updated plan would be unlikely to locate plutoni- ٠ 
um processing on the Denver area’s outskirts. In fact, 
moving that part of the Ey plo elsewhere, though it 
could cost more than $500 million, might not be any 
more expensive than sticking with the status quo, 
according to the 900 That is because keeping the 
rocessing here wou uire r u 
Building 371, a plutonium mee struct E E # 
The energy department has its work cut out for it in 
deciding what functions can best be ormed where. 
ane job Nd = ی‎ — and نی‎ orado lawmak- 
一 p agency lo its work with all 
deliberate and with a genuine - 
ید‎ pod 8 openness to genu 
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‘Vote on Flats burn sought ' 


Rocky Mountain News Staff 


ARVADA — Petitions submitted 


to city officials yesterday would 
let voters register opposition to 
the proposed burning of radioac- 
tive wastes at the Rocky Flats nu- 
clear weapons plant. 

The petitions, containing about 
3,400 signatures, would place on 
the Nov. 3 ballot an ordinance 
that, if passed, would inform state 
and federal officials that. Arvada 
citizens oppose the plan. 

“We want to let the people in 
Arvada speak,” said Bette Arm- 
strong, one of the petitioners. 


The move follows recent deci- 
sions by the Arvada City Council to 
oppose the proposed incineration 
and to demand that Rocky Flats be 
moved from the metro area. 


Armstrong said the petitions 
were submitted by Businesses 
Against Burning Radioactive Haz- 
ardous Wastes, a coalition formed 
last April. She said the group fears 
that burning toxic wastes at Rocky 
Flats, west of the city, would low: 
er property values and threaten 
the quality of life in Arvada. 


` Armstrong said people who cir- 
culated the petitions found “a lot 


of support in the community.” 
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GOLDEN (AP) — More than $1 
million in gadgets, trinkets and 
more elaborate items — such as a 
wine still and a grandfather clock 
— were made over a 17-year peri- 
od at the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant, according to a 
copyright story in the Boulder Dai- 
ly Camera. 

The newspaper, in yesterday’s 
issue, said the practice was ig- 
nored by officials of Rockwell In- 


lations. Some goods were paid for 
by skimming government con- 
tracts or through a violation of 
federal purchasing policies. 

= Abuses in the shop, part of 
Rockwell's Futures Systems De- 
partyient, were carried out with 
thef knowledge of Warren L. 
Rgbker, who ran the shop for 23 
ars, 17 years at Rocky Flats and 
¿Bix years when it was at the now- 
defunct South Albuquerque Works 


ternational Corp., which operates: in New Mexico. 


the plant for the Department of 
Energy, and didn't end until a proj- 
ect engineer blew the’ whistle. 

In 1985, the FBI visited the shop 
where the items were made. A fed- 


eral grand jury failed to issue in-- 


dictments in the case, but the DOE 
inspector general’s office in Wash- 
ington, D.C., still is investigating. 

“The extent of the fraud, theft 
and abuse of government funds 
and facilities in this case is limited 
by only one thing — your imagina- 
tion,” said J. David Navarette, 49, 
who for 10 years was principal 
project engineer in Building 881, 
known as “The Model Shop,” 
where the activity occurred. 

A seven-month investigation by 
the Daily Camera showed: 

m Thousands of plaques, jewel- 
ry, minted medallions and gem- 
like stones that were manufac- 
tured in the shop ended up in 
offices and homes of DOE manag- 
ers and employees and on the 
desks of corporate officials doing 
business with Rockwell. 

= The practice was a violation 
of federal conflict-of-interest regu- 


w Rooker had an elaborate sus- 
pended oak and birch spiral stair- 
case made, which was taken out of 
the plant, piece by piece, in a false- 
bottomed suitcase. He also autho- 
rized the wine still and a grandfa- 


ther clock. C 
Rooker has left his post, but on 
June 7, 1985, the day FBI agents 
visited Building 881, agents ob- سر‎ 
tained a warrant to search 
Rooker's home near Loveland. i 
There, they seized or photo- 1 
graphed the staircase and a hy- 
draulic jack capable of lifting 8 
tons, which officials think was used 
to lift Rooker’s motor home. 
Navarette said he decided to re- 
port the activities after he was 


ordered by Rooker to design plans 5, TO ا لزنه‎ fe 
for Rooker’s planned retirement ALL و‎ ri Ge 
home near Farmington, N.M. PSR, 


“T had had it,” Navarette said. DATS. S 
The wine still cost an estimated 
$65,000, records showed. It was 
made of stainless steel tubing, py- 
rex-to-steel welds and an 18-inch 4 
hardened steel strainer that was ۳ yq 5 Y جو‎ 1 / Y 
heat-treated by a company in Al- 1 
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By Lou Chapman 
Denver Post Environment Writer 

Operators 01 the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant will conduct a study of po- 
tential environmental impacts of burning 
radioactive, chemically hazardous wastes, 
postponing a test incineration until late 
this year, officials said Tuesday. 

The study was announced by Dennis 
Hurtt, spokesman for Rockwell Interna- 
tional Corp., which operates the plant for 
the U.S. Department of Energy. 

The study, said Hurtt, is expected to 
take two to four months and then must be 
reviewed by regional and national officials 
of the energy department. 

Reading from a prepared text, Hurtt 
said the Department of Energy ordered 
the environmental assessment “because 
of public concern” over the test-burn. 

The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 
and a citizens’ group recently sued the De- 


partment of Energy and Rockwell, de- 
manding that an environmental assess- 
ment be conducted before the trial burn is 
approved. 

The Sierra Club claims in its suit that 
the assessment is necessary for compli- 
ance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 

Department of Energy officials have 
claimed the Rocky Flats test-burn would. 
be exempt from that regulation. 

“But they appear to be realizing we are 
right,” said Karen Sheldon, attorney for 
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund. 

Hurtt said he had “no knowledge” that 
the Department of Energy ordered the as- 
sessment as a result of the lawsuits. 

But Hurtt acknowledged that the de- 
partment also wants the assessment done 
in order to comply with the policy act. 

A 10-day test-burn of 3,100 pounds of 
waste that is chemically hazardous and 


s operators to study 
test-burn impact 


` | Date: ۲] ت‎ e 


Title: Flats 


Character: 

or 
Classification: 
Submitting Office: 


newspaper, city and state.) P4 


Edition: The Denver Pest 


‘Denver ¿€ O 


UA 


Indexing: 


iĉ 


e peralo ss FO <a 
rest-bur rm A ۳۷ pact 


tainted with low levels of radioactivity. 
was first set for May 16. 

It was postponed to July 6 to provide 
time for an independent panel of scientists 
convened by U.S. Rep. David Skaggs to re- 
view the technology and health risks of the 


“test-burn. 


The test-burn was postponed again to 
Aug. 24 to give officials more time for re- 
view. 

The test-burn now could be put off until 
December, officials said. 

Results of a study conducted by the fed-: 
eral Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta 
of the health risks of the trial burn are ex- 
pected next week, and the state hopes to 
have time for the federal disease center to 
investigate the health risks posed by long- 


‘tery burning of hazardous, radioactive 


wastes at Rocky Flats, state health offi- 
cials said. 
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By Thomas Graf Paro و‎ 
“Denver Post Staff WRer ms 
一 ARVADA 一 Low-evél Fadidac: 
tive waste should not be burned at- 
‘the’ DEN Fiats nucléar weapons: 
-plant,-say -3, 456 -Arvadans. who: 
signed petitions . filed with the city- 
„clerk Monday: - 
"The petitions sêk A te on a 
pallot initiative: this November: 
“which would say: “The citizens- of: 


= Arvada ‘oppose the burning of any. 
-Jów level hazardous mixed waste: 
atthe ‘Rocky Flats- nuclear: yar 


ons plant.” 
-Thé ‘measure: ‘also’ would ask the: 
“ity ‘government to let ‘state and: 
“federal authorities know. “of. the reg-: 
و‎ feelings... 
: The petitions. contaiyt 100. more: 
. Signatures than are required to put: 
the: initiative-of ‘the logal baot.. 
said Ken Peck, a leader of :Busi-: 
-nesses: Against Burnifig"Radioac-: 
-tive and Hazardous Wastes.. ` 
-Büt a-spokeswomar for, the city: 
“clerk's office: said. it ۲ take at: 
least ‘another-week to determine if 
the petitions aré valid.” ات‎ 
Peck's business group up.circulated' 
“the pétitions in opposition to long-: 
‘debated plans by the facility to in-. 
‘cinerate hazardous mixed wastes. 
3 The group believes “ihfinerating 
gach wastes would be Ha. for busi- 
ness in-Afvada, and. might imperil 
the health of residents. - 
ae lr said roughly. 0 ‘percent of 
the 0 : ‘presented wath the. pet 
aoni ‘Signed it: - 
People do not هد‎ work or 
-Qo business near. a: factory ‘where 
radioactive garbage 8, burned, bi 
“Peck baid: - Lass 
¿Peck وه‎ 6 ‘city Coupe ran 
he pass the initiative. as و‎ reso- 
Jution, or put it on the baliet.. A 
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Flats worker gets > 


plutonium dose 
via leak in suit 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


A Rocky Flats machinist was contam- 
inated by radioactive plutonium this 
week when his safety suit split, reviving 
workers’ concerns about faulty protec- 
tive clothing, the Rocky Mountain News 
has learned. 

Jeff Sharp on Wednesday spent about 
two hours in a “supplied air suit” while 
working in a highly contaminated area 
of plutonium production building 707. 

When he started to undress after the 
work, a 1-inch gap was found where the 
suit’s body and helmet meet in front, 
according to the United Steelworkers of 
America local 8031 report. 

Tests found Sharp’s face was contami- 
nated by radioactive elements. He is 
being treated. 

RS SE ST TS 


E Nevada willing to take 
Rocky Flats waste/41 


A plant spokesman yesterday said he 
was unaware of the contamination inci- 
dent and could not comment. 

The leak reminded union officials of 
continuing problems with the suits that 
were introduced about four years ago. 

“This is an isolated case. It doesn’t 
happen that often since we established 
(a committee to study the suit prob- 
lems),” said Ted Tegler, union vice pres- 
ident. “We used to see these problems a 
couple times a day. 

“It’s getting better, but there are still 
improvements that need to be made.” 

The protective garment resembles a 
space suit. It has a helmet that seals to 
the suit and its own air supply. The suits 
are worn when repair or maintenance 
work is needed on equipment used in 
manufacturing plutonium triggers for 
nuclear weapons. Workers wear the 
suits for up to 2% hours. 


Asa © 
KY 


PLUTONIUM IS considered one of 
man’s most dangerous substances and 
has been linked, when inhaled, to lung 
cancer and brain tumors. 

Rockwell International Corp., which 
operates Rocky Flats for the Depart- 
ment of Energy, designed the suits with 
safety features to improve protection 
from radiation, Rockwell said. 

“They didn’t do enough research or 
didn’t experiment with the suit enough 
because there were lots of problems,” 
Tegler said. 

About six months after the suits were 
introduced, “it got to be so bad that I, as 
co-chair of the safety committee at the 
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time, shut down all operations using 


supplied air,” he said. 

Tegler, a welder, had his own prob- 
lems with the suits and their earlier 
versions, with one catching fire from his 
welding equipment, tears in others and 
one splitting at the seams. 

After Tegler’s work shutdown, a com- 
mittee of four independent experts was 
set up to work with the union in solving 
the problems. 

“They recognized many problems and 
provided some corrective actions to be 
taken in the short term, long term and 
immediately,” Tegler said. Union offi- 
cials then established a “user commit- 
tee” of workers who use the suits regu- 
larly. 


AFTER SEVERAL committee meet- 
ings, union officials and management 
agreed that workers who believed their 
health or safety were threatened by 
working in the suits could turn down 
such assignments. 

“Our argument was that you don't 
want to put someone in a situation that’s 
highly dangerous in the first place and 
make it worse with a person's unwilling- 
ness,” Tegler said. ۳ 

The committee also agreed to ay 
tional training and updated emer 
equipment. 


el | 


ج س 

But problems continued, particularly 

with the “docking ring” that attaches 
the body of the suit to the helmet. 

“We thought we finally got one that 
was acceptable, but many times, when 
people would bend over, the hood would 
fall completely off, right there in the 
midst of contamination,” Tegler said. 


Workers thought that problem had 
been solved — until Sharp’s contamina- 
tion this week. The ring of his suit ap- 
parently failed. 

Even with four years of negotiations 
and improvements, other problems with 
the suits and their use exists, union 
spokesmen say. 

The suits are made in only one size, 
thus limiting those who use them to 
average-size people. 


“That exempts small people and larg- 
er, overweight or tall people. The same 
people seem to have to go in there all 
the time,” Tegler said. “Those people 
are saying they’re tired of it, of the 
great chance to be exposed.” 

After recent discussions, the company 
agreed to make suits of varying sizes, 
TegleP said. 

. A rly inspection program also 
has been instituted. 
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By George Cheney and Craig Nagoshi 


S residents of the Denver metro area, we are anxiously 

considering the present and future dangers of Rocky 
Flats. Despite recent delays, Rockwell International and 
the Department of Energy still intend to implement the 
continual burning of radioactive wastes, admitting that 
some “tiny amount” of radiation will be released into our 
air. They wish to proceed with this plan in spite of admis- 
sions by both the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Colorado Department of Health that we don't know very 
much about the long-term, cumulative effects of human 
exposure to this kind of radiation. 

In part because of this severe knowledge gap, Rockwell 
has found it increasingly difficult to defend its case publicly 
in recent months as the burn plan has come under mounting 
criticism. 

Although this plan, along with other dangerous opera- 
tions at Rocky Flats, is a local problem, it must also be seen 
within the larger context of the horrendous threat posed by 
the nuclear arms race. Whether or not the “burn” at Rocky 
Flats takes place, the larger problem remains. Even if 
Rocky Flats is closed or converted to non-military uses, the 
larger problem remains. And so does the danger. 


The larger problem, the continuing and growing presence 
of nuclear weapons, has several interrelated dimensions. 

The outrageous and relentless accumulation of weapons 
of global destruction by the superpowers ensures that, 
whether by accident, desperation or some delusion that real 
victory is possible, someday these weapons will be used. 
Each new weapons system moves the world closer to being 
only a hair trigger away from nuclear holocaust. 

The vast numbers of nuclear arms in the world (over 
50,000 warheads in the arsenals of the two superpowers) 
and the continued development of more advanced weapons 
fuels the spread of nuclear weapons technology to more and 
more nations. As more nations acquire the bomb, the odds 
in favor of its use will inevitably increase. 


A large segment of our economy is heavily dependent on 
nuclear weapons production. Justifications for military 
spending are no longer based on real national security 
needs or consideration of long-term goals for economic and 
scientific development. Instead, members of Congress bat- 
tle among themselves to preserve and expand the number 
of jobs provided by an ever-growing military-industrial 
complex. We have, in fact, created a resource-draining, 
budget-busting, secrecy-obsessed, self-perpetuating war 
machine during “peacetime.” 
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` Inthe process, we have sacrificedYhe social and econom- 
ic welfare of millions of Americans and, in a very real 
sense, threatened the foundations of democracy. 

At a very basic level, the nuclear weapons industry poses 
a threat to the health of all Americans. Even if five yas Flats 
is eventually barred from burning its radic 
the area around the plant. will remain co 
plutonium released in the many fires there and by: leakage 
from waste-storage drums. As Peter Bierbaum of the haz- 
ardous waste division of the Colorado Department of 
Health explains, “The trial burn is minor compared to the 
whole picture. The trial burn doesn't warrant an environ- 
mental assessment; the site itself probably warrants an 
environmental assessment.” 


We have developed an often blind confidence in technol- 
ogy as a solution to all our problems. This is in spite of the 
human/machine disasters of Three Mile Island, Love Canal, 
Bhopal, Chernobyl, Challenger and so on. Charles Perrow's 
recent book, Normal Accidents, argues persuasively that 
we can no longer risk dependence on such inherently dan- 
gerous activities as the production of nuclear weapons and 
nuclear energy. 


We must say “no” to the arms race, to the spiraling 
insanity that threatens the very survival of the human race. 
The arms race has been run on a perverse “cooperation” 
between the United States and the Soviet Union, as pointed 
out by literary and social critic Kenneth Burke. We must 
break this cycle. 

We must ask pointed and sincere questions of ourselves 
and our public officials about the issues raised in our own 
back yard by Rocky Flats. We must also view Rocky Flats 
as just one part, albeit an important one, of the far greater 
problem of the arms race, arms proliferation, economic 
dependence on arms production, the health hazards of the 
nuclear industry, and the dilemmas of technology. If we 
say, “That’s the way it is,” then that’s the way it will be. 


George Cheney and Craig Nagoshi Poth of £, Boudon, 


represent Colorado: Freeze Voter. 
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By The Denver Post 


“the federal government to cease 
all plutonium-related activities at 
the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 


„Arvada City Council. 
.Arvada becomes the first gov- 
"ernment entity to seek a formal 
halt to the manufacture of nuclear 
“weapons at the facility Rockwell 
Winternational operates for the U.S. 
-Department of Energy. 
-The city wants Golden, Wheat 


, Ridge and Westminster to take 


۰ ARVADA — A resolution asking. 


plant was approved Monday by the . 


similar actions, officials said. 

Arvada Councilman Don Feland 
cast the only “no”. vote on the reso- 
lution. 

“There is a distinct possibility 
that a number of jobs could be in 
jeopardy,” Feland said. “If the 
plant is the health risk we think it 
is, we shouldn’t be allowing Rocky 
Flats to build to its boundaries.” 

Relocating all plutonium opera- 
tions at the plant 01110 take as long 
as 24 years to complete and cost 
more than $4 million, a study has 
shown. By that time, City Council- 
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Arvada council OKs antt-Rocky Flats resolution 


man George Fedoronko pointed 
out, all the current employees like- 
ly would be retired. 

Citing the fact that a number of 
Rocky Flats buildings are being 
used beyond their projected life, 
Fedoronko said: “I'm concerned 
about the people working in those 
buildings and about the building 
that’s going on in that area.” 

In other action, the council gave 
preliminary approval to a law re- 
stricting wood burriing on high pol- 
lution days. The measure comes up 
for a final vote Oct. 19. A 


The Denvee Post 


Arvada Counci | OKs 
“anti peck y F lats 
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Another $1 million > 
eyed in Flats cleanup 


By JANET DAY 


¡News Environmental Writer 


Colorado health officials need at 

least another $1 million to ade- 
quately monitor pollution cleanup 
and waste disposal at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant, a 
state legislative committee sug- 
gested yesterday. 
’ “There is general agreement 
that the Colorado Department of 
Health needs more funding and 
personnel to truly fulfill its role at 
Rocky Flats,” said Rep. Sam Wil- 
liams, D-Breckenridge, who orga- 
nized the ad-hoc committee on the 
plant. 

While committee members 
won't have final recommendations 
to pass on to the legislature for 
about a month, they discussed the 
$1 million figure at yesterday’s 
meeting. 

State health officials are to re- 
port to the committee how they 
would use additional funds. 

Rocky Flats, 16 miles northwest 
of Denver, manufacturers plutoni- 
um triggers for the nation’s weap- 
ons stockpile. More than 30 years 
of operations have left groundwa- 
ter, surface water and soil polluted 
with radioactive elements and haz- 
ardous chemicals. | 

The state now oversees the 
cleanup of the pollution problems 
at the facility, but health officials 
told Williams’ committee in Au- 
gust they need more money and 
staff to do a complete job. 

In addition to finding additional 
funding for the health department, 
the ad-hoc committee also will 


consider: 

æ Continuing the committee or 
something like it indefinitely to 
look into cleanup operations at the 
facility. 

æ Supporting a full health-risk 
assessment of residents near the 
plant who worry that airborne ra- 
diation as well as surface and sub- 
surface pollution could affect their 
health. i 

& Encouraging state air quality 
officials to set radioactive air 
emission standards, No such stan- 
dards now exist, only guidelines. 


mw Supporting emergency re- 
sponse notification to let residents 
near the plant know of evacuation 
routes and other information in the 
event of an explosion or other 
emergency at the plant. 

«fa Supporting a cancer registry 
or people in the vicinity of Rocky 
Flats. 

Committee members noted that 
the real struggle has just begun: 
adopting recommendations and 
seeing they get through the legisla- 
ture. 

“It's going to be extreemly diffi- 
cult to get money to have the state 
able to do what it has to do at 
Rocky Flats,” Williams said. “We 
only had fair legislative participa- 
tion (in the committee hearings), 
but it's time for our legislature to 
recognize Rocky Flats deserves 
attention and the public, our con- 
stituency, is well aware of the situ- 
ation, deserves to be heard and 
wants us to become involved. 

Williams’ district includes por- 
tions of Jefferson. County near 
Rocky Flats. 
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Arvada council backs protest of Flats burn 


Peck. 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Several eile 2008 TE 50 


, ARVADA — An ordinance that protests the pro- being conducted by a group named by Rep. David 
Posed burning of radioactive wastes. at the Rocky Skaggs, D-Colo. The Rocky Mountain Scientific Re- 
Flats nuclear weapons plant west of the city received . view Panel js looking at alternatives to the proposed | 
و ا‎ oval from the city council last night burning, but it may not have a conclusion until spring, 
۱ E ves 8 Peck said. 

“Thirty-five hundred people in Arvada have spoken “Most ordinances (tell the government), ‘Don’t burn 
Clearly, and the city council has responded. We don’t until Skaggs’ panel Says it’s safe, ” Peck said. 
want to live next to a factory that burns radioactive Peck’s group collected 3,546 signatures on peti- 
garbage,” said Ken Peck, who heads a coalition called ¿jos which were presented to the city council. The’ 
Businesses Against Burning Radioactive and Hazard- ordinance still must pass a second reading at the next 
ous Wastes. council meeting. 

“The purpose of the ordinance is to make clear that Peck said more than 80% of eligible voters who 
the city of Arvada Opposes burning radioactive gar- were asked to sign the petitions did. “Some got mad 
bage at Rocky Flats under any circumstances,” said at us because they hadn't been asked sooner.” 
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Flats fire 
Sparks call 
for reports 


By Lou Chapman 
Denver Post Environment Writer 

Yederal health officials want 
quicker and more accurate reports 
about mishaps involving a hazard- 
ous-waste incinerator being tested 
at the Rocky Flats nuclear weap- 
ons plant northwest of Denver. 


tion Agency is upset that officials 
at Rocky Flats “downplayed” a 
fire that erupted July 26 in the pro- 
totype incinerator, said Nat Miullo, 

EPA’s coordinator of hazardous- 
Mate investigations at Rocky 
Flats. 

“It makes me wonder how much 
they are telling me, and how naive 
I'm being,” Miyllo said. 

‘he flameless incinerator is be- 
ing tested for its ability to dispose 
of Rocky Flats waste that is both 
radioactive and chemically con- 
taminated. So far, the incinerator 
has burned only non- r 
terial, officials said. 


EPA approval required , 


The state and EPA 
prove eventual use of the p nera- 


tor 

Rocky Flats officials جر‎ 
and state authorities about the July 
26 fire the day it occurred, Miullo 
said. 

“But they downplayed it,” Miul- 
lo said. “They called ita minor in- 
cident.” 

Rocky Flats officials said at the 
time that the fire, caused by leak- 
ing diesel fuel, was contained to 
the incinerator, burned for 10 min- 
utes and caused little damage. 

But a different impression of the 
fire is given in a follow-up report 
by Rockwell International Corp., 
which operates Roeky Flats for the 
U.S. Department of Energy. 


The U.S, Environmental Protec-. 


Burned 20 minutes 0 


The report, dated July 31, said 
the fire burned for 20 minutes, its 
flames reached 6 feet high, it melt- 
ed a plastic viewing port, and that 
material from the incinerator’s 
heating bed ‘‘was spewing. out 
through the port.” 

The report was sent to U.S. Rep. 
David Skaggs, D-Boulder, on Oct. 
12, after Skaggs had made repeat- 
ed requests for il. Skaggs in turn 
gave the report to a group of scien- 
tists he has asked to evaluate the 
incinerator, and is sending it to a 
group of Boulder scientists op- 
posed to the use of the incinerator. 

The report never reached feder- 
al health officials, nor was Rock- 
well required to provide it, Miullo 
said. 

Rockwell and the EPA have an 
“understanding” about what infor- 
mation Rockwell will provide to 
EPA, said Miullo and Pat Etchard, 
spokesman for Rockwell. 


No violation 


“They did not violate everything, 
but they apparently have not been 
up-front either,” Miullo said. 


“What I can do is put pressure on 


them to be a little more forthcom- 
ing.” 

Miullo said he now questions the 
severity of two other fires at the 
incinerator that occurred within 30 
minutes of each other on June 15. ۰ 

Rockwell still feels the Si 2 26 
fire “was a very minor in ha 

Etchard said, adding that thé fire 
aid not even require a report to the 
Energy Department because the 
damage was estimated at less p 


$1,000. 
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By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Additional tests of the controversial Rocky Flats incinera- 
tor probably will be required now that an internal investiga- 
tion shows a July fire in the equipment was much worse than 
first reported, health officials said yesterday. 

Weapons plant safety records revealed this week showed 
the fire burned for 20 minutes with flames reaching 6 feet 
high and melting a viewing window. Records of the Sept. 25 
meeting of the executive safety committee said the fire was 
put out with a fire extinguisher because the sprinkler system 
did not work. 

Plant officials had called the fire “minor” at the time. 

Rockwell International Corp., which operates the weapons 
plant for the U.S. Department of Energy, has proposed 
burning mixed low-level radioactive and chemical waste in 
the incinerator. Environmental groups and citizens have 
opposed the burning in a metropolitan area, fearing explo- 
ee fires and leaks could spew radioactive elements into 

he air. o 

Plant officials yesterday continued to call the fire “mi- 
nor,” and said problems with the fuel leak that started the 
fire had been corrected. 

“They melted a (window), and I don’t consider that a 
minor accident,” said Nat Miullo, project manager for the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “What this does is 
heighten concern. The system’s readiness is questionable.” 

State health officials, who have not seen any report about 
the cause, extent or correction of the fire, said yesterday 
more tests probably will be required. 

“Obviously, if there are major problems with the incinera- 
tor, I think we’ll probably require some additional tests, at 
least more tests with the diesel fuel like they were doing 
when the fire happened,” said Mike Sattler, project manager 
for the Colorado Department of Health. 

Rockwell officials were testing the system under stress by 
forcing an excess amount of diesel fuel through the incinera- 
tor fuel line. Some leaked out or spilled over and caught fire. 

It was the third fire during parts tests of the incinerator 


said, after about 20 changes were made to the system. Tests 
with hazardous or radioactive materials have been post- 
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poned indefinitely, pending an environmental study of the 


incinerator. 

Plant officials agreed to test the individual parts of the 
system without any hazardous or radioactive materials only 
after a panel of scientists gathered by Rep. David Skaggs, D- 
Colo., recommended such tests. f 

Panel members have been given copies of the report. 

_ “They'll review the entire incident fully before recom- 
mending whether or not a trial burn should occur,” Skaggs 
said. “This is precisely what they were concerned about, that 
something like this could happen. But because of (the panel's 
recommendations), all they were burning was diesel fuel.” 

If the fire had occurred with the mixed wastes in the 
incinerator, workers could have been exposed. 

Representatives of the plant's largest union, United Steel- 
workers of Americal local 8031, this week told Rockwell the 
union would not support using the incinerator in its present 
condition. i ۱ 

“My people say it was a disaster over there” (when the 


this summer. The tests since have resumed, plant officials . fire occurred), said Jim Kelly, union president. “I don't think 


DOE and Rockwell understands that the public is up in arms 
about this and wants it done right. 
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By TILLIE FONG 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 


Rep. David Skaggs knew of the July 25 fire at the Rocky | معن‎ 

Flats nuclear weapons plant “a couple of days” before it 

was announced; but didn’t make the information public 

because he wanted to pressure the federal Department of 

Energy to do so, he said in Northglenn yesterday. ~ 
“I could have done it ... but at that stage, my part was ۳ 

to make the point to them as strongly as Tcould ... that it 

was their responsibility to inform the public,” he said. “I 


¡Was Ver 2 ita, them ) they would tel. me. 
a te fa O rE از ار‎ ap” 
ای و مق‎ 0 A 


announcement if the DOE had not done so. __ 
تم‎ July 25, officials at the "plant 23 milés northwést of 


Denver were testing an incinerator for stress by. forcing an 
excess amount of diesel fuel through its fuel line. Some of 
the fuel either leaked or spilled and caught fire. According 
to the plant's safety records, the fire burned for 20 min- 
utes, and flames reached 6 feet high and melted a viewing 
window. The fire was put out by a fire extinguisher 
because the sprinkler system did riot work. Damage was 
estimated at 51,000. ۰ 
Rocky Flats was the subject of several questions that 
Skaggs fielded at a public meeting attended by 36 people. 
It was the Boulder Democrat’s third meeting with constit- z SN TT aara in E 
uents in his district this weekend, said Mitch Stahl, district in the U.S. government to police it a و‎ asi eed” 
field representative for the congressman. de But the bulk 1 or d i and the budget. : 
Skaggs said tid has introduced a bill that: wowld:re tirer: elo a self-governing. peep if we 
establishmebtifa spéftalicommission to revisi te faders, don't do somethin g about the deficit,” he said, i 
al standaygs usgdrto evaluate safety at Rocky "Flats! <£: Skaggs used a chart to show federal expenditures a he 
“We're past the point where we (can) altow'the DOE to last seven years in proportion to the a“ nad crease. 
police itself,” he said. “(The bill) will assign other.agencies. uct, Expenditures for domestic. progr CERCANO, 


by nearly 20%, while military costs had risen 40%, he 
Asac J : 244-433" 
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GEORGE KOCHANIEC JR./Rocky Mountain News 


Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo., fielded questions during a public meeting deficit to plans to burn radioactive waste at Rocky Flats. The gathering 
with 36 Northglenn residents yesterday. Topics ranged from the federal was Skaggs’ third meeting with constituents over the weekend. , 
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„News Environmental Writer 
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: BROOMFIELD — Pressure 

| must be kept on the U.S. Depart- 

{ ment of Energy to pay for identify- 

Los and cleaning up pollution at 
Recky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant, the chairman of the House 
subcommittee on environment, en- 
ergy and natural resources said 
yesterday. 


Rep. Mike Synar, D-Okla., 
toured the plant 16 miles north- 
west of Denver with Rep. David 
Skaggs, D-Colo. Synar's committee 
has battled for years with DOE 
about meeting state and federal 


tory, fires, spills and waste dispos- 
al have contaminated soil, surface 
water, groundwater and air. 

During yesterday's tour of the 
facility, Synar said, he asked about 
DOE’s commitment to fund clean- 
up at the site. 

Synar said plant officials were 


confident next year’s funding 


would include enough money to 
complete identification of con- 
tamination at the plant. When he 
pushed about future years, plant 
officials also said cleanup money 
would be found, but couldn’t speci- 
fy what other DOE programs 
would be cut. 

Reviews of 1987 DOE cleanup 
budgets indicate Rocky Flats is 


(Lawmakers press DOE 


for Rocky Flats cleanup: 


` pollution laws. 


“The problem is a commitment 
from DOE headquarters (for clean- 
up),” Synar said during a press 
conference with Skaggs. “We are 
disappointed with DOE efforts to 
meet the laws laid down to clean 
up sites around the country. It’s 
not being done with a deep com- 
mitment. 

“We need to continue to nudge 
DOE. There are problems we'll 
have to deal with for many genera- 
tions.” i 

Rockwell International Corp. op-. 
erates Rocky Flats for DOE. The 
plant manufacturers plutonium 
triggers for the nation's nuclear 
weapons. In the plant's 30-year his- 


E 


near the bottom of the list for get- 
ting cleanup funds, the Rocky 
Mountain News reported earlier 
this year. 


“This is where the rubber meetg 
the road,” Synar said. “Clearly, en- 
vironmental cleanup has to be of 
equal importance as the projects 
they evolve around.” 


Part of the problem, Skaggs 
said, was that the DOE official 
overseeing contamination cleanup 
at plants nationwide had no control 
over the purse strings. 


Skaggs has asked the General 
Accounting Office to look at “that 
irrational management setup,” he 
said. 
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By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Fines for violating federal hazardous waste laws at 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant must be paid by 
the plant's operator, not its federal owners, an Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency administrative judge 
has ruled. 1 

Rockwell International Corp., which runs Rocky 
Flats for the U.S. Department of Energy, was cited 
last year for 10 violations of laws governing the 
storage and disposal of PCB, a toxic, suspected can- 
cer-causing chemical. ۱ 

Last week, the chief judge upheld rulings that the 
fines were Rockwell’s responsibility, not DOE’s. 

The problems with leaks and identifying PCB-con- 
taining transformers have been fixed, but the compa- 
ny still faces $79,000 in fines. The money isn't consid- 
ered a big issue, but the decision sets a precedent in 
making government contractors responsible for prob- 
lems they may cause, environmental officials said. 

Fines levied in the PCB case were increased signifi- 

cantly because Rockwell has had at least four other 
PCB violations nationwide. Repeat offenders are sub- 
ject to higher fines under the Toxic Substances Con- 
trol Act. 
_ DOE officials say the U.S. treasury actually will 
pay the fine because Rockwell’s contract provides 
that fines are an “allowable cost” that DOE will 
reimburse to the company. 

The PCB leaks posed no immediate health risks. 
Rockwell was accused of having seven transformers 
leaking PCBs with concentrations as high as 30,000 
parts per million and of inadequately marking four 
transformers. 


Rockwell; not DOE, must pay! £- 
Rocky Flats’ fines, judge says 


addition, the agency claimed no fines should be levied 


Rockwell officials said the extent of the leaks was 
exaggerated in the EPA’s complaints. 

DOE lawyers did not return telephone calls yester- 
day, but EPA lawyers said they doubted that the case 
would be appealed because no one involved in a PCB 
suit has taken the issue beyond the administrative law 
judge level. i 

Still to be decided is the fate of the complaint and 
fines. If no settlement is reached, hearings will be 
held on the alleged violations, probably some time 
early next year, Janik said. 

After the complaint was filed, DOE sought to be- 
come a party in the suit, claiming it would be respon- 
sible for any fines levied against its contractors. In 


because Rocky Flats is a federal facility. One federal 
agency (EPA) should not seek money from another 
(DOE) when all the money comes from the same 
source (Treasury), DOE lawyers argued. 

EPA attorneys continued to argue that the fines 
were justified and that they were the responsibility of 
Rockwell. 

“This distinguishes between a facility just owned by 
a federal agency and one where a private corporation 
is operating it, subject to environmental laws-and, if 
they’ break those laws, subject to penalties even if 
they happen to be working for the federal govern- 
ment,” said David Janik, of EPA’s regional counsel 
office. “If a contractor really does violate the law and 
ends up with a penalty, they should pay it.” 

Colorado officials for years have tried to force 
federal installations in the state to meet the samê 
environmental laws that private industries must 


meet. One victory was gained last year seve y 


agreed that Rocky Flats low-level radioactive 
chemital waste would be subject to state laws, 


24a - 
ون‎ a 


۵ 


سوم 00 


مرف 


FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Be' 
ov 


ë 


(indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


A 


The Den ver. 


E2) 


N 


Rock 
Character: 

or 
Classification: 
Submitting Office: 


qa 


4 


Indexing: 


20 groups organize coalition 
to clean up Rocky Flats 


By Lou Chapman 
Denver Post Environment Writer 

If you can't shut 'em down, you 
can at least clean ’em up. 

That could be the motto of a 
new, diverse group of about 20 or- 
ganizations that hopes to raise pub- 
lic awareness about environmental 
and safety issues at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant north- 
west of Denver. 

“This is the first time we've ev- 
er gotten a coalition of all kinds of 
constituencies together,” said Jan 
Pilcher, a longtime critic of opera- 
tions at Rocky Flats and media co- 
ordinator of the new organization. 
٠١ The group is calling itself the Oc- 
tober 24th Coalition and takes its 
name from the date of its first ma- 
jor rally. 

“We're really getting a lot of 
groups on board that would not 
have been involved 10 years ago,” 
Pilcher said. 

Members include the political 
action group Common Cause, the 
Colorado Council of Churches, the 
Sierra Club, the Colorado Environ- 
mental Coalition, Greenpeace and 
the Colorado Chapter of the Na- 


tional Lawyers Guild. 

“Our bottom goal is public edu- 
cation,” said Pilcher. 

Pilcher has been among those 
who have ardently pushed for the 
shutdown of Rocky Flats. 

Now armed with an increasing 
amount of data about the storage 
and disposal of hazardous wastes 
and radioactive material there, ac- 
tivists like Pilcher hope to deal 
with the short-term impacts of the 
facility as well as the long-term 
implications of the nation’s nuclear 
weapons arsenal. 

The new insights into contamina- 
tion at Rocky Flats stem from re- 
cent changes in federal and state 
regulations concerning environ- 
mental oversight at the nuclear 
weapons plant. 

“Personally, I don’t think the 
plant’s going to move, not for a 
very long time if ever, so we really 
have to deal with the issues here at 
hand ... the contamination at the 
plant, and health and safety,” said 
Pilcher. ۱ 

Groundwater at Rocky Flats has 
been. contaminated Edie 


‘chemicals, and-radiogetivity has. 
wo 


ASAS 


-mament,” Chanin said. 


been found off of the.site, including 
in the sediment of nearby Standley 
Lake, a source of drinking water 
for several area communities. 

The group will push for legisla- 
tion to give the state more control 
over environmental protection and 
worker safety at the nuclear weap- 
ons plant, 

“There’s definitely a broadening 
of interest,” said Lynn Ford of the 
Colorado Environmental Coalition. 
“It’s a matter of talking about an 
actual thing.” 

For the group Shut Down, rais- 
ing public awareness about the en- 
vironmental problems at Rocky 
Flats is a step toward getting rid of 
nuclear weapons, said Shut Down 
member John Chanin. 

“Environmental cleanup is 
equally as important ..: as disar- 


No civil disobedience is planned 
for the new coalition's rally on Oct. 
24, set for noon on the north side of 
Rocky Flats, along Colorado 128. 

The rally’s main speaker will 
Robert Alvarez, nuclear proje 
rector for the Environmenta 
cy Institute. | aoe 
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Rocky Flats 
waste burning 
WESTMINSTER — A group of : 


experts assembled by U.S. Rep. 
David Skaggs to examine a propos- 


. al to test the burning of radioac- 
' tive wastes at the Rocky Flats nu- 


clear weapons plant 5 officials . 
need to take a harder look at othe: 
methods of disposal. - 


Several of the experts also. 
voiced a wish that plant officials... 
have more experience with their 
incinerator before burning hazard- 
ous wastes in it. : 


The comments from four of seve. 
en members of the experts’ panél 
were released yesterday by. 
Skaggs, a Boulder Democrat, to a. 

١ committee of local officials exam- 
ining the proposed test burn. Com-- 
ments from the others ٩ 
ready. ; 


Skaggs said he supported a pro- 
posal by three of the experts to 
study alternative methods — in- 
cluding other means of incinera- 
tion — as part of an environmen- 
tal assessment into the proposed 
Rocky Flats test burn, which could 
occur in late summer 1988. 


_ “It strikes me as being an equal- 
ly logically and publicly respon- 
sive approach,” he said. 


Two of the experts said they 
were concerned that fires during 
test — such as a minor blaze that 

| occurred July 24 一 would make 
١ an “already skeptical public diffi- 
cult to convince of its safety.” ` 


But they said that the fires! 
shouldn't stop testing. ۱ 
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to thoroughly Clear the side streets, Denver 
> to buy expensive equipment in advance 
ke on extra drivers during a crisis, or hire 
actors to assist in the clearing job. 

ray, a hefty price tag would be involved. 
simply doesn't have a fortune of idle revenue 
in a no-holds-barred plowing campaign. If 
insists that: this be done after every serious 
money will have to be raised through fees or 
re’s little choice. 

's not to say the Denver cleanup has, been 
en given limited resources. Councilman Ted 
believes the city must react faster than it 
e and in 1982, hiring private contractors the 
storm strikes to supplement the city plow- 
In the long run, he sensibly argues, it's 
plow immediately than be forced to resort 
"0 days later to remove compacted 


th 2° 
driv iow plows, and then striking a coop- 
eement with the Water Board for use of its 
pment. 0 y 
t some citizens could recommend other 
plowing schemes — and we hope they do 
a public hearing scheduled at city council 
ext Monday night. A | 
suggesting in defense of city offic is 
0 never made a habit of clearing every 
nlike urban freezers such as Minneapolis 
>, Denver is usually blessed with warming 
es within a few days of a storm that melt 


infortunately, that hasn't occurred. ۰:۱ ! 

the public's frustration has naturally: fo- 
layor Federico Peña. Wasn’t he the confi- 
who made hay out of the city’s reactidn to 
paar pic he imply such a mess could 
` unde 2 Peña administration? 3 

d. and thus set himself up for his present 


it's not easy to sympathize with the may- 
ated plight, the fact is that anyone with an 
nse knew Peña was exaggerating in 1982. 
us revelation doesn’t shock anyone, but 
o tend to say such things during a cam- 


۱60۵16 discount opportunistic claims in ad- 
. after a blizzard, they pray for warmer 
start thinking, like Ted Hackworth is, of 
yays to do more with limited resources. 


ng family farms 


5 in federal tax laws are helping accom- 
ast multilhillilandallar ammininal nahn! 


ecommends cross-training trash 


of the driving and walking inconvenience. | 


WEEN it comes to waste-cleanup procedures, the 
Department of Energy acts too frequently like a 
law unto itself. The same is true for some other federal 
agencies that operate hazardous-waste producing in- 
stallations. 8 

There is danger in this double standard. “For too 
long.” says Rep. Al Swift, D-Wash., “federal facilities 
have not played by the same (environmental) rules ... 
as the private sector.” Washington's reluctance to heed 
its own environmental standards means that some 
federal installations pose perilous problems. 

Swift and several other lawmakers who count them- 
selves environmental activists mean to make Uncle 
Sam start living up to his own rules. Their efforts 
deserve to succeed. 

The Department of Energy generates massive 
amounts of waste in defense-oriented nuclear facilities 
such as Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant near Den- 
ver. ۸ couple of these installations — Lawrence Liver- 
more Laboratory in California and Weldon Spring 
Quarry in Missouri — are on the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency's list of the nation's foulest waste sites. 
and Rocky Flats is under consideration for that status. 

Yet the department has “strongly resisted” comply- 
ing with the environmental protection laws that are 
mandatory for the private sector, notes Rep. Mike 


Nina; LAR! سس سلس‎ 9 


Synar, D-Okla. Though the agency claims it is spending 
hundreds of millions yearly on environmental pro- 
grams, it provides no specific accounting for the mon- 
ey, so oversight is hampered. 

One legislative proposal with merit would require 
detailed budgeting for cleanup purposes. 

Another would allow EPA to sue other federal agen- 
cies — and their contractors — over environmental 
‘transgressions, as it does when private-sector opera- 
tions are at fault. That would prevent federal agencies 
from shielding their contractors from the law. 

Such public-be-damned protectiveness has occurred 
at Rocky Flats. When EPA moved against a contractor 
at the facility, the Energy Department hired a lawyer 
for the firm and appparently offered to pay any fine 
imposed — and then advised EPA to back off jest it 
end up punishing the taxpayers. 

That reasoning, if its full implications were fol- 
lowed, would free federal contractors from any re- 
sponsbility for any mishaps. 

The rule of law means that statutes should apply as 
much to government as to people in the private sector. 
An effective assault on hazardous wastes requires the 
same uniformity of regulation. Washington owes the 
American people a consistent approach to environmen- 
tal justice. 
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By Lou Chapman 
Denver Post Environment Writer 

A flameless incinerator proposed 
to dispose of chemically contami- 
nated, radioactive waste at the 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant 
may not work, and other disposal 
methods should be considered, 
health officials said Wednesday. 

Nat Miullo, project coordinator 
of Rocky Flats hazardous-waste 
projects for the U.S. Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency, said two 
fires that broke out during routine 
testing this summer have raised . 
concerns that the incinerator can- 
not be operated properly for ex- 
tended periods. 

“I think you’re seeing the scien- 
tific community and the regulatory 
community back away from 
the. . incinerator,” he said. 


Other alternatives 


Peter Bierbaum, public health 
engineer evaluating the incinerator 
proposal for the state Department 
of Health, said Colorado officials 
will urge Rockwell to examine oth- 
er alternatives. 

The incineration proposal has 
been criticized by local community 
groups and some city govern- 
ments, largely for safety reasons. 

Health officials say the incinera- 
tor probably is safe, but it just may 
not work. ۱ 

Rockwell International Corp., 
which operates Rocky Flats for the 
U.S. Department of Energy, last 
year requested a state permit to in- 

~-cinerate solid and liquid waste that 
is chemically hazardous and taint- 
ed with low levels of radioactivity, 
mostly ‘traces of plutonium and 
uranium, 

The incinerator being tested was 
built to extract plutonium from 
weapons materials. 

That project never was carried 

out, and the incinerator is being re - 


E,‏ ی 


ncinerator 
at Rocky Flats 
may not work 


ator’s automatic fuel-feed shutoff 
did not operate; a sprinkler system 
failed; material that under normal 
operation would have been radio- 
active leaked from the incinerator; 
and couplers that feed fuel either 
were connected improperly or in- 
operable, records show. 


‘Operational concerns’ 


“After we learned the details of . 


those fires ... we have a lot of op- 
erational concerns about the incin- 
erator,” Miullo said. 

Rockwell, however, believes the 
incinerator is “a viable project,” 
said Dennis Hurtt, spokesman for 
Rockwell at Rocky Flats. 

“You have to understand we're 
still in our development and engi- 
neering process, going through the 
systems testing,” Hurtt said. 

Neither the health department 
nor the EPA has the authority to 
demand that Rockwell switch tech- 
nologies. 

Both agencies are limited to 
evaluating proposals brought to 
them for approval. 

Rockwell will evaluate alterna- 
tives to incineration as part of a 
citizen-initiated environmental as- 
sessment the company will con- 
duct in the next several months. 


Distilling of wastes 


“We hope their assessment of al- 
ternatives will be extensive, and 
we hope they’ll seriously consider 
alternatives,” Bierbaum:said. 

Alternative methods of disposal 
include using a different type of in- 
cinerator or distilling the wastes to 
separate the various hazardous 
components. 

Hurtt said Rockwell considered 
some waste-disposal alternatives 
before choosing the’ incinerator, 
but he could not say what they 
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By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


5 بر ی ی کشت مه‎ St a 
The hillside is one of the plant's top priorities in a cleanup 
of soil, groundwater and surface water pollution. Contami- 
nated oil spills, waste disposal and leaks have littered the 
plant’s southeast corner with radioactive and chemical con- 


Officials at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons facility are 
trying to control radioactive dust stirred up by pollution 
cleanup and traffic at the plant’s southeast corner. 

Plant officials yesterday reported lower plutonium read- 
ings in September than had been recorded all summer, but 
levels in air monitors on and off the plant site remained 
above normal. State health department air monitors in the 
plant’s southeast corner also showed increased levels of 
plutonium in the air during September. 

Still, the levels remain far below levels that are consid- 
ered a threat to public health. 

Officials said the elevated levels probably are being 
caused by increased traffic and well-drilling operations in 
the highly contaminated area known as the “881 Hillside.” 


سس 


tamination. 

“When we first started drilling (monitoring wells), we had 
some elevated levels, but they’ ve come down with dust 
controls,” said Kirk McKinley of Rockwell International 
Corp.'s environmental division. Rockwell operates the plant, 
located 16 miles northwest of Denver, for the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy. 

Officials have been trying to reduce dust by spraying 
Coherex, a soil-wetting or gluing agent. 

Plutonium levels in air at the plant border soared to their 
highest readings in June when up to 0.004605 picocuries of 
plutonium per cubic meter of air was recorded at one 
monitoring station. 

A picocurie is one-trillionth of a curie, the standard mea- 


sure of the intensity of radiation. Airborne plutonium is 
considered a problem because it can be inhaled deep into the 
lungs and has been linked to lung cancer and brain tumors. 

By September, the readings were down to a high reading 
“of 0.000856 picocuries per cubic meter. But readings at 
monitors just north were as low as 0.000005 picocuries. 

Environmental groups fear that construction of the pro- 
posed W-470 highway along the eastern edge of the weapons ۱ 
plant also will stir up plutonium-contaminated dust from: | 
polluted soil east of the facility. 

Plant officials yesterday also reported the year’s highest 
levels of radioactive tritium were released into the air in 
September but were unable to explain the increase. The 
numbers were presented at the regular meeting between 
officials from the plant, the Colorado Department of Health ' 
and Broomfield. 

Tritium levels released during daily operations at the 
plant also increased last year in September and October. * 
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By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Officials at Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant this 
month are arguing that most radioactive materials at the 
facility are “recycled” rather than “discarded,” and are not 
subject to Colorado’s hazardous waste laws, the Rocky 
Mountain News has learned. 

New federal regulations require plant officials to give the 
state health department a list of mixed radioactive and 
chemical waste streams at the facility 16 miles northwest 
of Denver. 

On Oct. 9, the plant provided that list, but excluded any 
waste produced by plutonium reprocessing operations, 
claiming materials were recycled rather than discarded as 


trash. 

Health officials and environmental groups, outraged by za كد رده‎ -一 一 一 
the argument，claim the U.S. Department of Energy is, 5 ۱ 
putting up a.smoke screen to avoid meeting laws to protect N uclear trash Fecyc led , 


public heaith. 


“Toxic waste is toxic waste. Throwing up some legal not di scarded, it says 


argument that they don’t have to follow the law in no way 


reduces the danger they’re creating out there,” said Robert icki 
o the Washington-based Environmental Policy In- Pren اب‎ E O a 
Stitute. “It's a clear example of DOE acting in bad faith by State and federal health officials in the next few weeks 


will meet with DOE to determine how much material the 
agency is trying to exclude from state laws. 

Rocky Flats, operated for DOE by Rockwell International 
Corp., manufactures plutonium triggers for U.S. weapons 
systems. The plant also reprocesses contaminated machin- 
ery and materials to recover plutonium for use later. 

Federal laws and an agreement giving the state jurisdic- 
tion over waste at Rocky Flats “deal with waste materials. 


Q Sa This material (in the reprocessing operations) is not discard- 
۱ ed; it’s not a waste material,” said Pat Etchart, Rockwel! 

۲ spokesman. 
ay The list filed with the state was to document all “transura- 
nic” waste streams at the plant. Such wastes consist of 


machinery, tools, wood, clothing and other items contami- 
nated with high levels of radioactive elements. 

A similar list produced last year for low-level radioactive 
and chemical wastes found more than 2,300 waste streams 
at the plant. Some health officials jd the reprocessing 
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۱ operations could add at least another 100 sources to the list, 


but the exact number is unclear. 

Six months ago, DOE agreed that all mixed waste, regard- 
less of the level of radioactivity, would be subject to state 
treatment, storage and disposal laws. ۱ 

Even without the reprocessing operations, Rocky Flats 
produces about 15,000 tons of. transuranic waste a year, 
according to the report. The plant is the nation's largest 
producer of such wastes, which are shipped to Idaho for 
disposal. (Transuranic designates elements with atomic 
numbers higher than that of uranium, such as plutonium.) 

DOE is basing its exemption on a July ruling in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals in Washington that makes a distinction 
between recycling materials and waste. 

State health officials, however, said DOE is interpreting 
the ruling too broadly. They insist, as they have for years, 
that such operations should be required to meet the same 
state laws private companies are required to meet. 


For decades, DOE has avoided state and federal waste. 


laws and remained self-regulating. In July 1986, in a prece- 
dent-setting agreement, DOE gave Colorado health officials 
the right to oversee low-level radioactive mixed-waste oper- 
ations. 

The right was extended in May when DOE acknowledged 
the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act gov- 
erned all mixed wastes. 
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By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


The Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant could face $25,000 
in fines for failing to give state health officials a written 
report within 15 days of a July fire in an incinerator that 
was being tested. 


State hazardous waste laws require that a written report 
of the incident be reported to state officials within 15 days. 
Plant officials reported the July 24 fire by telephone the day 
it occurred, but a written report was provided only recently. 


Rocky Flats is operated by Rockwell International Corp. 
for the U.S. Department of Energy. The plant, located 16 
miles northwest of Denver, produces plutonium triggers for 
the nation's nuclear weapons arsenal. 


Plant officials say the incinerator — being tested for use 
in burning mixed radioactive and hazardous waste — wasn't 
burning hazardous materials at the time and was not subject 
to hazardous waste laws. 


_ Officials in the health department's hazardous materials 


division, however, say the incinerator is designed to burn 
hazardous materials and should be considered a “hazardous 
waste unit,” subject to state laws. 


State officials now are reviewing fire reports and will 


PSD GSS‏ رس 
M Rocky Flats protester case angers judge/26‏ 
هه رس 


decide what penalty, if any, to levy. Laws provide for fines 
of up to $25,000 per day of violation. 


Plant officials also are reviewing the regulation and will 
meet with state health officials in the near future, said plant 
spokesman Dennis Hurtt 


The fire occurred when diesel fuel was forced through the 
incinerator, leaked out and ignited. Although plant officials 
said then and continue to maintain the fire was “minor,” 
internal inspection reports show the fire burned for 20 
minutes, flames were up to 6 feet high, a viewing window 
was melted and the sprinkler system didn’t work. 


Health officials and: Rep” David ‘Skaggs, D-Colo., have 
chastized plant officials for not being more forthcoming 
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with details of the fire. it was the third such fire in tu. 
incinerator. : 

Last year, the plant proposed incinerating mixed hazard- 
ous and low-level radioactive wastes for which no disposal 
site exists. Health officials, environmentalists and nearby 
residents expressed concern about the operation's sarety. 

After much public opposition and a lawsuit, plant officials 
agreed to test the incinerator without hazardous materials 
and to conduct an environmental assessment of the potential 
public health risks posed by incineration. 

The tests and assessment have delayed a two-week trial 
burn with hazardous and radioactive elements until at least 
next summer. 


Federal health officials this week said they’d probably ask 
plant officials to take a hard look at alternatives. 


The fires raise, serious questions about the effectiveness 
and safety of the incinerator, said Nat Miullo, of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency's Denver office. 


Two environmental assessments, one of the impacts of the 
trial burn and the other of the. pa risks of on-going 
ations, are tó be conducted by Department of Energy 


soll adba 


۳ 


FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 6 ; ى‎ 


(Indicate page, name of ۱ D 
newspaper, city and state.) 


== The Denva Post 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) oe 

Date: aS 4 1 
الوه‎ Jan ; IS, H 150 


Flats! wask 1/2 ۰ 
6۵0160 due restucy 


Flats” waste e ۱ 


Classification: 
Submitting Office: 


incineration E Mas, e 


due restudy pe 


By Lou Chapman 
Denver Post Environment Writer 
Potential design flaws in a 
Rocky Flats incinerator will be in- 
vestigated further by state and fed- 
eral environmental officials, 
The question of flaws was raised Es 
last year by a group of local scien- 
tists who are critical of a plan to 
burn radioactive toxic waste that 
has accumulated at the nuclear 
weapons plant between Golden and 
Boulder, 
The scientists claim state and 
federal health officials have under- 
estimated the public's risk of can- 
cer from incinerator emissions and 
have ignored key safety questions. 
The group met Thursday with of- ۸ 


Title: 


ficials of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and state. 
Health Department to discuss their 
concerns and review information. C 
Rockwell Corp. processes pluto- AR t 
nium at Rocky Flats to make “trig- 
gers” for nuclear weapons for the 
U.S. Department of Energy. f 
Under a plan to bring the plant SP 
under state environmental control, 
Rockwell has proposed incinerat- 
ing waste that is tainted with low 
levels of radioactivity and toxic 
chemicals. Now, the waste is sim- 
ply stored at Rocky Flats. 
Rockwell must conduct a experi- q 5 { offen 
mental test burn of the ineineretar, 2 4 Us / / = 
which it has designed, before the 
‘tate will grant a permit for on-go- 


Mg incineration at Rocky Flats. $ SE g h i 
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‘Activists want ` 
Flats official 
off health panel 


By MARLYS DURÁN 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 


GOLDEN — Anti-Rocky Flats 
activists are lobbying the Jeffer- 
son County commissioners in 
hopes of thwarting the reappoint- 
ment of a plant official to the 
county’s health board. 

But the targeted board member, 
Gary Potter, said yesterday he has 
ño conflict of interest because 
county health officials don't have 
jurisdiction over the federal De- 
partment of Energy nuclear weap- 
ons plant, north of Golden on Colo- 
rado 93. 

He also said the health board 
needs his technical expertise. 

Potter, who manages health, 
safety and environmental opera- 
tions at Rocky Flats, was appoint- 
ed to the health board by the com- 
missioners in February 1985. His 
term expires Jan. 31. 


IN LETTERS to the commission- 
ers, several individuals and groups 
— claiming to represent several 
thousand Denver area residents — 
have asked that Potter not be re- 
appointed. 

They contend that his employ- 
ment at Rocky Flats could be con- 
strued as a conflict of interest be- 
cause many people consider the 
plant a health danger. 

“It’s like the fox watching the 
chicken coop,” said Joan Seeman 
of Citizens Against Rocky Flats 
Contamination, one of the 5 
opposing Potter's reappointment. 

Others include the Colorado En- 
vironmental Coalition, two Sierra 
Club groups and the Colorado 
Atomic-Agent Orange Veterans 
Coalition. 

“J don't see any conflict of inter- 
est,” said Dr. Charles Miller, coun- 
ty health director. 

He said neither the health board 
nor the department it oversees has 
authority to regulate activities at 
Rocky Flats. “That's all state and 
federal,” he said. 
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MILLER SAID Potter's back- 
ground in waste management and 
other environmental issues has 
made him a “valuable resource” to 
the health department. 

“We have no one with similar 
qualifications available to us. He 
brings a certain technical, profes- 
sional capability that is impor- 
tant,” he explained. 

Miller said that if the commis- 
sioners don't reappoint Potter, 
they should pick someone “with 
equal qualifications.” 

Commissioner Rich Ferdinand- 
sen said: “From a legal standpoint, 
I don’t think anyone can make a 
case for conflict of interest. As to 
perceived confict of interest, 1 


“don’t know.” 
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Rocky Mountain News Staff 


State officials will keep an eye 
n a new group organized to keep 
in eye on the Rocky Flats nuclear 
veapons plant, Gov. Roy Romer 
aid yesterday. 

Romer made the pledge to keep 
abs on the group at the first meet- 
ag of the Rocky Flats Environ- 
nental Monitoring Council in 
‘hornton yesterday. 


“This is a tough-minded group,. 


for a tough order,” Romer said. 
“You have to protect people, and 
yet make it possible for industry to 
create new substances and uses but 
do that in a way that does not 
endanger people and the environ- 
ment” ` 

Romer said that he and others 
would follow the work of the coun- 
cil for guidance and counseling on 
balancing safety and industry con- 
cerns. 


The group was organized by 


Romer and Rep. David Skaggs, D- 
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Colo. It will monitor the nuclear 
weapons plant's effect on the 
health, safety and environment of 
residents who live near it. 


Rocky Flats, 16 miles northwest 
of Denver, uses plutoniom in the 
manufacture of triggering devices 
for nuclear weapons. It is operated 
for the Department of Energy by 
Rockwell International and has of- 
ten been the scene of anti-nuclear 
demonstrations. . 


Skaggs, who also attended the 


eye on Flats council:‏ م 


meeting, said the council’s job will: 
not be easy but said members wil} 
perform a public service. 


Council chairman James Wilson 
called yesterday’s meeting a “fá- 
miliarization process” and said thé 
group would meet monthly 


Representatives from the state’s 
health department, citizens groups, 
the federal Environmental Protec- ， 
tion Agency and Rockwell were on 
hand for all-day background brief- 


ings for the couneil. 
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results of inspections 


By Lou Chapman 
Denver Post Environment Writer 

Rockwell International Corp. 
and the U.S. Department of Ener- 
gy refused Friday to disclose rec- 
ommendations that should improve 
worker safety and environmental 
protection at the Rocky Flats nu- 
clear weapons plant northwest of 
Denver. 

Top Energy Department offi- 
cials, outside consultants and 
Rockwell officials met Friday to 
review a two-week operations in- 
spection by the department at two 
plutonium-weapons production 
buildings at Rocky Flats. 

The inspections, which cover the 
gamut of issues from worker safe- 
ty ما‎ disposal of wastes, are part of 
a comprehensive review begun al- 
most two years ago by the depart- 
ment to identify problems with 
health, safety and environmental 
protection at its more than 50 facil- 
ities nationwide. 

Union complaints at Rocky Flats 
include inadequate worker training 
` 


and retraining, improper radiation 
monitoring and poor record-keep- 
ing. 

Last year, a worker at Rocky 
Flats was electrocuted as he work- 
ed alone on equipment he was not 
trained to handle and that required 
two workers. 

The department in 1987 inspect- 
ed operations at three plutonium- 
processing buildings at Rocky 
Flats, but those inspections were 
reportedly not conducted by inde- 
pendent consultants. 


Rocky Flats officials Friday re- 
fused to release the final reports 
from those inspections, even 


though Energy Department offi- . 


cials in Washington said the re- 
ports, running more than 200 
pages, are public information. - 


The inspections are being under- 
taken at a time when the depart- 
ment is under increasing fire from 
Congress to tighten up safety mea- 
sures and improve me: 
tal protection record. 
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tion at Rocky Flats nuclear weap- 
ons plant will get a chance to voice 
those concerns several times in the 
next few months, say health offi- 
cials who yesterday announced 
cleanup plans for 1988. 

“We're entering what 1 see as 
phase two of the entire project that 
this year will involve a lot more 
decision-making and public com- 
ment,” said Peter Bierbaum of the 
Colorado Department of Health. 

Last year officials spent most of 
their time digging through piles of 
paperwork and organizing the per- 
mitting process to clean up pollu- 
tion at Rocky Flats and prevent 
further pollution. This year, they 
said, they expect to make some 
decisions. 

Among the plans expected to be 
opened for public comment in the 
next few months are: 

w A permit allowing the plant to 
continue operations that use haz- 
ardous materials or produce haz- 
ardous waste. Officials are review- 
ing a revised permit application 
that is expected to spell out how 
the plant's operator, Rockwell In- 
ternational Corp. plan to treat, 
e and dispose of hazardous ma- 


ter was sprayed. 

@ Cleanup plans for the polluted 
area known as the 881 Hillside. 

m Completion of environmental 
studies for the proposed incinera- 


tion of mixed radioactive and | 


chemical waste. The first study 
should be completed by March; the 
second, an expanded look at alter- 
natives to incineration, should be 
completed by early summer, plant 
officials said. 

Soil, groundwater and surface 
water in various areas around the 
plant near Boulder have been con- 
taminated from 30 years of nucle- 
ar weapons production. Fires, 
spills and waste disposal have 
tainted the area with a variety of 
chemicals and radioactive ele- 
ments. 


Rocky Flats is operated for the 
U.S. Department of Energy, manu- 
facturing plutonium triggers for 
the nation’s nuclear weapons pro- 
gram. 


Last year was the first year the 
state had any control over waste 
disposal or cleanup at the facility. 
Colorado was the first state to gain 
any authority over a DOE facility. 
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switched 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Colorado no longer has direct control over proposed waste 
incineration at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant be- 
cause new laws have given that power to the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Both federal and state health officials said the laws won't 
change how they determine whether the fluidized-bed incin- 
erator can be used safely to reduce the volume of mixed 
radioactive and chemical wastes at the plant northwest of 
Denver. 

“Technically, the same rules apply,” said EPA’s Nat 
Miullo. “The state will have direct input; we won't make a 
move without their input or approval.” : a 

Rocky Fla Als iore har aer 44 رتفم‎ ing. 
a flameless incinerator to turn the hundreds of tons of waste 
_at the plant to ash. Nearby residents and environmental 
groups raised concerns that radioactive elements would be 

emitted into the atmosphere. 

Since then, state health officials have tried to determine 
whether incineration, or even a two-week test of the equip- 
ment, would pose any risk to area residents. If proven safe, 
the state would have issued a hazardous-materials operating 
permit for the incinerator. 

But effective Jan. 11, new federal regulations put the 
responsiblity for technologies for thermal treatment and 
deep burial of wastes in the hands of the EPA. 

Rocky Flats’ flameless incinerator will be considered a 
new technology and governed by the new law. 

While local EPA officials haven't sent official notice to the 
Colorado Department of Health, both agencies have tried to 
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environmental assessment of the proposed burn. Rockwell 
International Corp., which operates Rocky Flats for the 
Department of Energy, is conducting the study and expects 
to have results in late spring or summer. A two-week test of 
the incinerator equipment has been postponed until after the 
environmental study. i 


Miullo said the EPA would require the same data from 
Rockwell as the health department did, including an en- 
viornmental assessment, detailed emissions monitoring and 
a non-hazardous test of the equipment. 


State officials will continue to have some authority over 
operations at the plant because of a 1986 agreement with 
DOE giving the health department authority over mixed 
radioactive and chemical wastes. 
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A disarming 


future 


for the Rocky Flats 


nuclear weapons plant 


son, and it’s almost always in season 
to protest al Rocky Flats. A new 
Boulder group wants to blockade the nu- 
clear neighbor that is doubtless closer to 
Boulder geographically than politically. 
The latest fracas is modest compared 
to a New Age-style demonstration a few 
years ago that failed in an effort to encir- 
cle the plant with a human chain, That 
protest's goals were rather unclear. But 
presumably the demonstrators wanted to 
converge their harmonicas and mutate 


Es EVERY protest there is a sea- 


. Rocky Flats into a force for peace. 


The irony is that such a transformation 
is occurring now. Rocky Flats, the incuba- 
tor of the U.S. atomic arsenal, has a new 
job — disarming that arsenal. 

Rocky Flats’ new role is implicit in the 
new INF pact signed by Ronald Reagan 
and Mikhail Gorbachev. Under the treaty, 
the Soviets will have to scrap about 1,600 
warheads and the U.S. about 400. Now, 
you can’t just give old atomic bombs 


. away tothe Salvation Army. They must 


N 


be recycled back through the same man- 
ufacturing chain that created them. 

That chain begins at Rocky Flats, 
where Rockwell International makes fine- 
ly machined plutonium hemispheres — 
each carefully calculated to be somewhat 
smaller than the critical mass needed to 
support a fission reaction. Rocky Flats 
employees call them “pits,” because they 
resemble peach pits. By whatever name, 
this deadly metal g es to the Pantex plant 
in Amarillo, Texa There, the pits are 
surrounded with an explosive lens — care- 
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fully shaped chemical explosives which, 
when detonated, implode the plutonium 
parts together to trigger a fission reaction 
such as the one that devastated Nagasaki. 
(The Hiroshima bomb was a one-off mod- 
el, a gun bomb using U-235, not plutonium 
or an implosion.) 

Finally, such triggers are packed with 
lithium deuteride and other compounds to 
provide the hydrogen isotopes which — in 
the heat and pressure of a fission reaction . 
— fuse together to produce the thermonu- 
clear hellfire known as a hydrogen bomb. 

The point is that dismantling such 
weapons is a tricky business. Besides the 
potential of a fission reaction, or theft by 
terrorists, plutonium is highly toxic. In the 
entire U.S., only Rocky Flats is equipped 
to safely disarm and dispose of old nucle- 
ar warheads. 

Rocky Flats has been quietly recycling 
old nukes for a long time. It rebuilds old 
warheads that deteriorate in storage or 
that must be dismantled because the 
launchers they fit are obsolete. As the 
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U.S. scrapped the giant Titan city-busters, 
for instance, the plutonium was refabri- 
cated for new weapons such as the small- 
er but more accurate Trident D-5s.. 

In short, until now Rocky Flats has had 
two tasks: forging new swords and beat- 
ing old swords into new swords. But it's 
finally going to have to start making plow- 
shares. 11 can't go on disposing of plutoni- 
um by reshaping it into new weapons be- 
cause the U.S. nuclear stockpile is now 
shrinking. The U.S. nuclear arsenal has 
dropped by about 25 percent since its 1965 
high, though outside experts estimate the 
U.S. still has about 20,000 nuclear weapons 
— give or take an Armageddon. 

Trimming 400 or so warheads from that 
list as the INF treaty requires is no big 
deal. But what if Reagan and Gorbachev 
succeed in their next goal — the Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty, which calls for 
scrapping half of the most powerful offen- 
sive weapons? That might force the U.S. 
to dispose of another 6,000 nukes. (Small 
tactical weapons — artillery rounds, 


depth charges and the like — would not be 
affected by START.) 
And ultimately, if the world ever saw 


the nuclear-free vista envisioned by both _ 


Reagan and Gorbachev at Reykjavik, 
we'd have to scrap the whole lot, 

Rocky Flats, where all these deadly 
toys began, is the only place they can end. 
Perhaps the plutonium can be refashioned 
as reactor fuel. Perhaps it will have to be 
disposed of in some other way. 

But whatever Rocky Flats’ value as a 
political symbol, the reality is that the 
plant’s future is secure as a vital part of 
the nuclear disarmament process. It can 
only be safely torn down when the last 
nuke has been scrapped. 

But don’t tell the protesters. Or the peo- 
ple who work at Rocky Flats. Neither side 
could stand the culture shock of seeing 
Rockwell employees bedecked in love 
beads and peace symbols. 
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| 4uclear-waste issues 
seeping into politics 


By JANET DAY 
News Environmental Writer 


the more than 40 years since 
scientists in the New Mexico de- 
sert turnéú atoms into bombs, the 
unchecked growth of dangerous ra- 


dioactive waste has bred extensive” 


pollution and political maneuver- 
ing. 

For the past three decades, the 
U.S. Department of Energy has 
been self-regulating, generating 
and disposing of radioactive and 
hazardous waste as it saw fit. 

In 1982, Congress took the mat- 
ter into its own hands, enacting 
Jaws that forced the DOE to meet 
state and federal environmental 
regulations at places like the 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant northwest of Denver. Before 
that, the agency paid scant atten- 
tion to documenting the location of 
wastes, monitoring contamination 
and ensuring the suitability of dis- 


posal sites. 


BUT MANY nuclear engineers 
and environmental groups fear 
politics will pre-empt technology 
in the DOE’s future waste-disposal 
decisions. 


Nevada won the 
distinction of be- 
ing the first 

state studied for a 
high-level haz- 
ardous-waste site 
simply because 


it was not repre- 
sented on a key 
congressional 


committee mak- = 


ing the decision, a 
Senate staff 
member said. 


“Tm concerned with the contin- 
ued politicization of waste dispos- 
al,” said Ron Stinson, president of 
the American Nuclear Society. “I 
share with others various serious 
concerns about where we'll be 10 
years from now.” 

Ninety-five percent of civilian 
nuclear waste — primarily spent 
fuel rods — is generated in the 
eastern part of the country. Under 
a recent congressional mandate, 
those wastes would be stored in a 
western state, where only 5% are 
«produced. 

Stinson said 1988 is “going to be 
“a watershed year for radioactive 
‘waste management.” 

. DOE officials allow they are in 
‘unfamiliar territory. 
؛‎ “This is a whole new area for 
us, * Thomas Hinton, of the DOE’s. 
«transportation office, told a panel 
*of nuclear power experts in New 
¡Mexico last week. “The thinking 
:was that external regulation car- 
iried with it a compromise of na- 
¡tional security.” 
` Self-regulation has allowed mul- 
tiple problems at the agency's 10 
_Weapons-producing plants: severe- 
¿ly contaminated groundwater, soil, 
«surface water and air. Federal and 
¿state health officials, as well as 
Communities nearby, are focusing 


attention on those plants. They 
want existing contamination 
cleaned up and future pollution 
prevented. 

The amount of unregulated ra- 
dioactive waste requiring safe dis- 
posal has ballooned to more than 3 
million cubic yards 一 enough to 
fill Denver’s new convention cen- 
ter exhibit hall or create a 3-foot- 
by-3-foot waste pile stretching 
from Denver to New York City. 

Dangerous materials range from 
highly radioactive spent nuclear 
fuel rods to slightly contaminated 
rags and clothing. 

In 1983, 40 years after the Man- 


hattan Project, DOE developed a ۰ 


plan to deal with its own wastes. 
Called the Defense Waste Manage- 
ment Plan, it focuses on reducing 
the waste backlog. 
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other alternatives to explore.” 

A spokesman for Rockwell In- 
ternational, which runs the plant 
for the U.S. Department of Ener- 
gy, believes the council is listening 
to claims of peace groups and not 
to the voice of Arvadans, roughly 
700 of whom are plant employees. 

“I think we're seeing a reflec- 
tion of some activist groups using 
the City Council in their process,” 
said spokesman Dennis Hurtt. 
“That represents a terribly narrow 
viewpoint.” 

Fedoronko, who is Arvada’s 
mayor pro tem, said the resolution 
has the support of Mayor Bob Frie 
and the rest of the council. 

Long-time Arvadans say the city 
is responding to the views of most 
of its residents, but observers dis- 
agree on whether the council’s re- 
cent activism will strengthen or 
fade away. 

“There's been a great outpour- 
ing of citizen concern. 1 think the 
council has been responsive to 
that,” said Lois Lindstrom, co- 
founder of the Arvada Historical 
Society and a member of the com- 
mittee that oversaw construction 
of the Arvada Center for the Arts 
2110 Humanities. 

Lindstrom believes the city's 
new concern about Rocky Flats is 


here to stay. But former Arvada 
Mayor and Councilwoman Vesta 
Miller isn't too Sure. 

“I'm more concerned about 
driving down the Valley highway 
than living near Rocky Flats,” 
Miller said. “Issues like this get 
hot and then cool down. I think this 
will cool down.” 

City officials disagree. They be- 
lieve the plant is too close to the 
metro area and will cause more 
economic damage to the area if it 
Stays than if it goes. They also say 
closing the plant will not lead to 
the immediate layoff of Rocky 
Flat’s 5,500 employees. 


Government estimates say it P 


would take 24 years to completely 
shut the plant, and Fedoronko ar- 
gues a shutdown would not affect 
Rocky Flats employment for at 
least 14 years. 

He said he believes the plant is a 
growing cancer on the region’s 
economy that is killing chances of 
attracting businesses and jobs to 
the area. 

“Rocky Flats isn’t just stopping 
our chances of growing, it’s killing 
Colorado,” he said. “People realize 
today that a good quality of life 
leads to a good economy. Having 
Rocky Flats that nearby doesn’t do 
much for our quality of life.” 

Skaggs applauded the city's ef- 


forts to increase awareness of 


safety problems posed by the 
plant, but stopped short of endors- 
ing the city’s call for Rocky Flats 
to go away. 

“My objective is to make sure 
that plant operates as safely as it - 


du Democrat, has € i 
to aŭ plutonium processing at the 


can,” Skaggs said. “As long as this 
country has a nuclear weapons 
component to its defense structure, 
the resources simply aren't avail- 
able for the wholesale move o! 
Rocky Flats.” 一 一 一 


“mim Wirth, the Colora- 
oa alled for an end 


aut. In plutonium processing, the 
at nes plutonium from ۳ 
solete weanons and refines it for 
use in new weapons. ۱ 
Wirth, however, has not advocat- 
ed an end to the fabrication of plu- 
tonium triggers, an operation that 
uses new and already-processed 
plutonium. : 
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By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Officials at Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant said yes- 
terday they still hope to test their controversial waste 
disposal incinerator this summer, even though they have yet 
to get the proper permits. 


Plant officials for two years have been trying to get a 
‘permit to use the flameless incinerator on mixed chemical 
and low-level radioactive waste. New questions and opposi- 
ti : = 7 دعاو ع ا‎ POE A و و‎ 
ion have repeatedly delayed a two-week test of the system Earlier this week, a Rocky Flats of Flats official speaking ala 


. There's no date scheduled, but we're hoping some time Tucson seminar said a $1.9 million compactor would be used 
this summer,” said Pat Etchart, spokesman for Rockwell to reduce the volume of mid-level radioactive wastes to be 
International Corp., which operates the plant for the U.S. shipped out of state for disposal. E 
Department of Energy. “If thé compactor is a viable technology, why not use it 

Two years ago, plant officials proposed incinerating haz- for the low-level mixed wastes?,” asked Jan Pilcher of 
ardous waste that’s tainted by low levels of radioactivity. Citizens Against Rocky Flats Contamination. 


The compactor was chosen after incineration of the high-‏ مک a te a‏ رالات رم یداع سس سوه 
The proposal met with vocal opposition because of fears er-level wastes was ruled out because of problems obtaining‏ 


radioactive elements would be released into the air. a permit, Jim Barthel of Rockwell said. 

Before mixed waste can be tested in the incinerator, plant Officials at the plant yesterday said they had not proposed 
officials must assess potential public health risks, submit burning the higher-level wastes and had not Sought a permit 
permit applications to the U.S. Environmental Protection to use the incinerator for that purpose. des 
Agency and test the incinerator on non-radioactive and non- Rocky Flats, however, does incinerate higher-level mate- 
hazardous materials as requested by U.S. Rep. David tials daily in its plutonium recovery process, but neither the 
Skaggs, D-Colo. . “state nor EPA regulates. those operations. The higher-level 


“They need to revise their plan, and they haven't yet ikon to ا‎ are قوس‎ oy levels of 
submitted it to EPA or the Colorado Department of Health,” onium that cannot be recovered and used again. 
Said Nat Miullo, project manager for EPA. “That plan will 

“take extensive review — there are some major issues ... 


they better give us adequate review time.” p CONTAINED he 
The plant also must study alternatives to incineration to CAN ATTO روم‎ 3 


` reduce the volume of waste at the plant. A citizens group INF + NGL AS 
yyésterday said a trash compactor being designed for higher, aLL TE ye م‎ ft CE 
level radioactive waste reduction at the plant also should Be par 
considered for the low-level mixed wastes. 5 7 Y A 4 3 
e 一 — 7 ae 
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xK F SM لبم‎ 
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By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


TUCSON — The Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant has dropped plans to inciner- 
ate highly contaminated radioactive waste 
because of fierce opposition to a plan to burn 
low-level wastes at the facility, a plant offi- 
cial said here yesterday. 

Instead, the plant northwest of Denver 
will build a giant trash compactor to reduce 
the volume of “transuranic” wastes and 


NW N.M. waste site to open this 
yeardespite problems/16 


bury them in New Mexico, said Jim Barthel 
of Rockwell International, which opetates 
the plant for the federal Energy Depart- 
ment. Transuranic wastes are those that 
have been seriously contaminated by radio- 
active uranium and plutonium. 

Barthel told a worldwide gathering of nu- 
clear scientists and engineers in Tucson that 
problems getting a state permit to use the 
incinerator for low-level wastes led to the 
decision to build a compactor. 

Colorado in 1986 became the first state to 
win regulatory control over operations at a 
DOE weapons facility. Under that authority, 
the state decides whether a waste-producing 
or waste-disposing operation meets state 
public-health laws. 

Residents near the plant and environmen- 
talists have expressed concern that inciner- 
ating even the low-level radioactive materi- 


‘Rocky Flats won't burn 
highly contaminated waste 


«safety problems,” Barthel said. 


als mixed .with . hazardous. „wastes... could .. 
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ous plutonium into the air. Inhaling plutoni- 
um has been linked to lung cancer and brain 
tumors. 

State health officials and the federal Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency are reviewing 
incineration plans for the low-level mixed 
wastes while DOE conducts an environmen- 
tal assessment of the possible health risks. 

Using the incinerator for the more heavily 
contaminated radioactive wastes would re- 
quire another review and permit. 

Instead, beginning in October, the wastes 
will be sent directly to a new DOE site in the 
New Mexico desert for burial. By compact- 
ing the materials, Rockwell will save 
$750,000 in transportation costs, Barthel 
said. 

The current process of packing wastes is 
“labor-intensive, inefficient and creates 


The $1.9 million compactor will convert 
the wastes into 600-pound “pucks,” he said, 
reducing the volume to be shipped by 80%. 


The compactor is expected to start opera- 
tions next September. 


Rocky Flats produces most of the nation’s 
transuranic wastes, mainly plutonium- or 
uranium-contaminated clothing and other 
materials. More than 63,000 cubic feet of the 
materials are produced annually at Rocky 
Flats. 


For the past 20 years, shifts of nine work- 
ers wearing protective clothing have cut up 
or shredded the materials and then packed 
them into 55-gallon drums for shipment to a 
DOE facility in Idaho. 

“It’s been the great stomping technique,” 


Barthel said. ‘It certainly needs some_up- 
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TTERS 


I don't believe forming a so-call- 
ed independent federal agency io 
regulate environmental, health atid 
safety standards at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear piani will work. 

‘he record shows a long list of 
violations at the plant that various 


committees and county, state and ۰ 


federal agencies have been power- 
less to prevent or punish. 

The grass-roots movement is the 
only force that stopped the most 
recent atrocity — incineration of 
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redioactive waste. This is the only 
effective force in our society to 
counteract special interests like 
the Rockwell-Department of Ener- 
gy marriage 

1 am especiaily leery cf Band- 
Aid solutions from Washington. 
These people should look at Rock- 
well’s record at Rocky Flats and 
then tell their constituents why 
Rockwell is immune from liability 
for negligence and why the compa- 
ny got a legally questionable exten- 


Federal agency can't regulate Rocky Flats 


tion of its Rocky Flats contract, 

In my opinion, Rockwell controls 
the DOE, and only local law en- 
forcement is going to gain account- 
ability at Rocky Flats, 

1 suggest that we let ihe unions 
and the sheriff monitor safety and 
security and let the Colorado 
School of Mines monitor the techni- 
cal aspects of that operation. Then 
there would be no excuses. 

JAMES 5. STONE 
Arvada 
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DOE blasted for award 
given to Flats overseer 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Congressional critics of the Depart- 
ment of Energy's safety record want to 
know why the agency's highest award 
went to the man who oversees Rocky 
Flats and other weapons plants with dis- 
mal safety records. 


Rep. John Dingell, D-Mich., chairman 
of the energy and commerce oversight 
subcommittee, last week blasted the 


award, saying manager Raymond Ropa: 


towski had been “asleep at the wheel 
while Safety deteriorated throughout the 
Albuquerque weapons complex” that 

E Rocky Flats and six other facili- 
ies. 


Romatowski on Jan. 27 received the 
¡Secretary of Energy's gold medal award 
'for “unceasing efforts toward achieving 
excellence.” 


While the award was being presented, 
DOE inspectors were documenting what 
they concluded were “serious safety con- 
cerns” at Rocky Flats plutonium opera- 
tions. Rocky Flats, northwest of Denver, 
makes plutonium triggers for the nation’s 
nuclear weapons. 


The Albuquerque operations office also 
oversees the Los Alamos and Sandia na- 
tional laboratories and production facili- 
ties in Ohio, Florida, Texas and Kansas. 


“The real concern with the award is 
we've found the Albuquerque office, un- 
der (Romatowski’s) direction really 
screwed up in a big way, and he's getting 
the highest award the agency gives,” said 
Jeff Hodges, spokesman for the oversight 
and investigations committee. “What kind 
of example does that set?” 

DOE officials as of yesterday hadn't 


responded to Dingell’s concerns, which he 
raised in a March 15 letter to DOE Secre- 
tary John Herrington. Dingell’s commit- 
tee will hold hearings on DOE's safety 
problems in late April or early May, staff 
members said. 


Calls to the Albuquerque operations of- 
fice were referred to DOE press officials 
in Washington, D.C., who said they hadn't 
seen the letter and couldn’t respond. 


Safety problems at DOE facilities in- 
cluding Rocky Flats have caused air, soil 
and water pollution. Growing public con- 
cern has led to stricter control over DOE 
operations and pressure to clean up radio- 
active and chemical pollution at the facil- 
ities. 

Plants in Washington state, South Caro- 
lina and Ohio have gotten most of the 
attention in past years because problems 
were more serious at those facilities. 
DOE offices other than Albuquerque 
oversee operations at those plants. 


“Albuquerque should be ranked at the 
bottom, in terms of efforts to increase 
environmental safety and health protec- 
tion,” said Bob Alvarez of the Environ- 
mental Policy Institute, a non-profit nv- 
clear watchdog group in Washington, D.C. 
“Rocky Flats is the most glaring exam- 
ple. We haven't seen any real substantial 


changes or very much money put into: 


problems at places under Albuquerque’s 
jurisdiction.” 


Giving the award to Romatowski was 
“typical of DOE, showing certain loyalty 
for someone who carried out their mis- 
sion,” Alvarez said. “But it’s an inappro- 
priate way to express it. It has to he 
based not just on how quickly and cheaply 
he's developed a nuclear arsenal, but 
what legacy he’s leaving behind.” x 
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Flats rated 7th  .. 


in plans to spend 
on environment 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Weiter 


Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant, plagued with 
pollution and safety problems, ranks seventh among 
the 19 federal nuclear facilities in environmental 
spending, according to an analysis of the 1989 budget 
request. 

The Department of Energy budget proposal, to be 
debated by a congressional committee today, lists 
only two cleanup projects at Rocky Flats for a total 
of $4.5 million, according to a study by the Environ- 
mental Policy Institute. 

They are building a decontamination facility and 
structural improvements for several buildings. 

“Construction money is a sign of a commitment to 
do something over the long term, and there are only 
two at Rocky Flats,” said Bob Alvarez, nuclear pro- 
jects director for the institute, a non-profit Washing- 
ton. D.C.. watchdog group. 

Other DOE facilities have more detailed budget 
requests for environmental cleanup. The Fernald ura- 
nium production plant in Ohio and the Oak Ridge, 
Tenn., Y-12 plant are similar to Rocky Flats in size 
and function. Oak Ridge has requested the most mon- 
ey of any facility — $66.8 million for 50 projects. 
Fernald has asked for $38.8 million for 17 pollution 
control projects. 

Rocky Flats officials yesterday defended their en- 
vironmental programs, saying budget analyses are 
not an accurate picture of what's being spent to clean 
up pollution at the plant northwest of Denver. Rocky 
Flats’ budget requests do not itemize spending to 
meet state and federal environmental laws. Some of 
the other DOE plants do. 

Last year, $28.3 million was spent on environmen- 
tal cleanup projects, said Earl Whiteman, DOE's 
Rocky Flats manager. This year, about $20 million is 
being spent on those projects, including cleaning up 
contamination from waste ponds. 


“The operating budget is just one number that 
includes all our environmental activities. You can 
only pick out the capital projects,” Whiteman said. 

| “The amount we spend is not limited by money, but 
by how much work we can get done in one year.” 


_. Sen, Tim Wirth, D-Colo., has asked Whiteman for a 


full breakdown of environmental spending at Rocky 
Flats and will use today’s armed services panel hear- 
ing to “determine the exact budget of Rocky Flats,” 
said Jim Spellman, Wirth’s press secretary. 

Wirth and Alvarez don’t argue with Whiteman’s 
spending figures, but with the way they’re presented. 

“If it’s not broken out in the budget, there’s no way 
to track what they’re spending the money on,” Alva- 
rez said. “Even if they are spending that much, they 
need to come forward with a long-term cleanup 
(spending) plan.” 
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` ` “Whiteman said all environmental projects will be 
broken out as budget line items in the 1990 request. 


But future environmental spending is being jeopar- 
dized by the need to upgrade DOE's aging facilities, 
Alvarez and environmental groups warn. Rocky 
Flats' budget seeks $370 million for a 9-year project 
to upgrade the plutonium processing facility. 


_ “It appears DOE has made a decision that it’s more 
important to upgrade (the plutonium processing 
building) than clean up that site,” Alv i 
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By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Top Department of Energy officials are expected today 
to recommend changes in problem-plagued safety programs 
at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant after a two-week 
inspection of the facility. 


A team of DOE technicians audited operations at Rocky 
Flats as part of a national program to identify health, safety 
and environmental concerns at the agency’s plants that use 
radioactive materials. Audits already have been conducted 
at facilities in Washington, Georgia, New Mexico and Ten- 
nessee, 

The team today is to meet with managers from Rockwell 
International Corp., the defense contractor operating the 
plant northwest of Denver, to report their findings at Rocky 
Flats, DOE officials said. A full report will be available to 
the public later. 

Several of the areas expected to be criticized, including 
monitoring workers for radioactive contamination, have 
been continuing concerns of the plant’s largest union, United 
Steelworkers of America, local 8031. 


The Rocky Mountain News last March reported that safe- ۱ 


ty complaints by the union have increased almost sixfold in 
the past five years. The worker safety issues were a sticking 
point in contract negotiations between the union and plant 
officials last year. 


“Basically, the whole ball game out here is under attack; 
they’re hammering hard at the radiation monitoring and 
contamination control issues,” said Jim Kelly, union presi- 
dent. 

Union officials claimed Rockwell has disregarded safety 
concerns, often putting untrained workers in unfamiliar 
jobs. Last year, a man was électrocuted after working alone 
on equipment he was not trained to operate. Investigations 
by the union and DOE cited sloppy safety practices as a 
cause. 

Union officials also claim the company has botched radia- 
tion monitoring, often losing urine samples and not telling 
employees who have been exposed to radioactive materials. 

Rocky Flats uses radioactive plutonium, uranium and 
other elements in producing triggers for the nation’s nuclear 
weapons arsenal. 

“This place needs to be shaken down real good,” Kelly 
said. “The problem is that the rules haven't been followed by 


the company.” 
Rockwell officials would not comment on the audit, refer- 
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ring all calls to DOE headquarters in Washington. A DOE 
spokesman in Washington would not elaborate on specifics 
of the audit or the recommendations likely to be made. 

“The audits and environmental assessments are designed 
to give us a baseline of information, the raw data we need to 
establish where we are and what our greatest priorities 
are,” said Will Caldicott, DOE spokesman in Washington. 

He would not detail problems found at other sites, but said 
“there have been recommendations made with every audit 
we've done, ranging from a lot of things that are fairly 
ordinary to cases where there were more significant find- 
ings.” 

The scrutiny of safety programs has put such pressure on 
Rockwell, union officials claim, that threats have been made 
against employees to adhere to every safety detail or lose 
their jobs. 

“That's no problem with the union because we follow all 
safety rules, the problem is that the company never at- 
knowledged safety for the last five or ten years and now are 
making it look like it’s the worker’s fault,” Kelly said. 

Steelworkers are encouraged by the audit, Kelly said, 
“because they’re combing this place like it should be.” The 
audits include employee interviews. 

DOE will continue to monitor the facilities to make sure 
the recommendations are followed, Caldicott said. 
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2 groups demand cleanup 


at Flats, money to fund it 


By Katherine Corcoran 
Denver Post Staff Writer 
Two Colorado environmental 
groups are demanding that the fed- 
eral government come up with a 
comprehensive cleanup plan for 
the Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons 
Plant and the money to pay for it. 
Representatives of the Sierr 


516114 
Club and Citizens Against Rocky 


Flats Contamination want the U.S. 
epartment of Energy to set aside 
$370 million to clean up the plant. 

The department has requested 
that amount to upgrade a plutoni- 
um processing building at the 
plant. Instead, the environmental 
groups say it should be used for 
cleanup. 

The groups made their recom- 
mendations at a news conference 
Tuesday because of recent indica- 
tions that Rocky Flats may eventu- 
ally be closed. 

“The Department of Energy has 
a legal and moral responsibility to 
clean up that site for the people of 


Colorado,” said Jan Pilcher, 
spokeswoman for Citizens Against 
Rocky Flats Contamination. “It's 
not happening in the current DOE 
budget.” 


Rocky Flats, which is operated 
for the Energy Department by 
Rockweil International Corp., 
makes plutonium triggers for the 
nation’s nuclear weapons arsena!. 


The environmental groups con- 
tend that only two Rocky Flats 
cleanup projects, costing 54.5 mil- 
tion, are in the Errrgy Depart- 
ment's 198% budget requesi. 

Rocky Flats officials say thu y al- 
ready have ongoing cleanup- pro- 
grams. The plant spends $20 mil- 


lion to $30 million a year on those 


programs, and is working with the 


‘state and the Environmental Pro- 


tection Agency to study ways to 
clean up nearly 100 sites known or 
suspected to be contaminated, said 
Rocky Flats spokesman Patrick 
Etchart. 
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By JOHN SANKO 
Rocky Mountain News Capito! Bureau 


Two environmental groups yes- 
terday called on federal officials to 
assure enough funding to clean up 
the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant northwest of Denver in case 
the facility is shut down. 

Representatives of the Sierra 
Club and Citizens Against Rocky 
Flats Contamination said the 
cleanup should begin immediately 
rather than waiting until the plant 
is closed, 

Spokeswoman Jan Pilcher of 
Citizens Against Rocky Flats Con- 
tamina.ion said it was important 
to make the demand now in view 
of claims by the Department of 
Energy that it is considering con- 
solidating facilities, She said it ap- 
peared the Rocky Flats plant 
might be phased out within 15 
years. The plant, 16 miles north- 
west of downtown Denver in Jef- 
ferson County, manufactures plu- 
tonium triggers for nuclear bombs. 

S Speaking at a capitol news con- 


roups call for U.S. funds 
to clean up Rocky Flats 


ference, Pilcher said no one knows 
how long the cleanup would take 
or how much it would cost. 


“If we, the citizens of Colorado, 
do not get assurances of sustained 
funding for cleanup, we will be left 
with a national sacrifice area so 
contaminated that it will require 
surveillance for thousands of years 
to come,” Pilcher said. 


Pilcher and others at the news 
conference also questioned a DOE 
budget request for $370 million 
over the next nine years to up- 
grade a plutonium processing 
building at the plant. 


“The cleanup issues will persist 
whether one more weapon is pro- 
duced at that plant or not,” she 
said. 

State Rep. Sam Williams, D- 
Breckenridge, also called on DOE 
officials to begin planning an envi- 
ronmental cleanup and using em- 
ployees now doing other jobs at the 
facility, 

“Right now the state has the op- 
portunity to really be ahead,” Wil- 
liams said. 
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By Gary Schmitz 
Denver Post Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Denver-area 
critics of the Rocky Flats nuclear 
bomb plant joined like-minded 
groups nationwide in Washington 
Wednesday to demand tighter con- 
trols on the Department of Energy 
weapons complex. 

It was the first attempt to con- 
solidate what have been largely lo- 
cal campaigns by environmental 
and peace activists in communities 
located near the federal govern- 
ment's largest bomb factories. 

Declaring that poliution dangers 
at weapons facilities represent a 
“profound breach of trust with the 
American people,” 14 groups from 
seven states released a “bill of 
rights for those living in the 
(plants’) shadows.” 

They seek independent studies to 
‘determine if past radiation leaks 
have harmed public health, and re- 
‘training for workers laid off by fu- 
ture plant closures. 

The Energy Department has ac- 
knowledged it may cost $100 billion 
or more to reduce known dangers 
from radioactive and hazardous 
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Rocky Flats foes, national activists 
rally in D.C. against bomb factories 


wastes at its more than 200 weap- 
ons facilities. 

But Energy Department spokes- 
man Wil Callicott said the asser- 
tion that plants are unsafe was 
without merit. 

At a morning news conference, 
Jan Pilcher of the Denver-based 
Citizens Against Rocky Flats said 
tough new federal laws are needed 
to force the Energy Department to 
operate under “the same regula- 
tions that apply to all other indus- 
tries.” 

Weapons plants are exempt 
from health and environmental 
regulations of local, state, or feder- 
al agencies, 

At the Rocky Flats plant north of 
Denver, Pilcher said, the Energy 
Department has a clear conflict of 
interest between building new pro- 
duction facilities and reducing pol- 
lution problems. 

A recent ranking by the Environ- 
mental Policy Institute found 
Rocky Flats to be the third most 
polluted hazardous waste site in 
the nation, Pilcher noted. 

She called upon the Energy De- 


partment to release a detailed 


cleanup schedule — a plan she said 
does not exist. 

“We're frustrated because 
we've been forced to deal with an 
agency that thinks it is above the 
law,” said Tim Connor of the Han- 
ford Education Action League, 
which monitors the Enərgy De- 
partment's nuclear reactors at 
Hanford, Wash. 

Michael Lowe of the Energy Re- 
search Foundation in Columbia, 
S.C., charged the Energy Depart- 
ment with hiding behind a cloak of 
secrecy, and ignoring local con- 
cerns. 

“If the Savannah River plant 
were a commercial (nuclear pow- 
er) facility, it would have been 
shut down (for safety violations) 
years ago.” 

The groups said they are uniting 
in part to press Congress for a 
comprehensive reform of atomic 
weapons manufacturing. 

Six or more pending measures 
address differing aspects of the nu- 
clear plant debate, but critics gath- 
ered here Wednesday said none“ of 
the bills goes far enough. 
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By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Haphazard storage of toxic wastes, un- 
marked radiation zones and questionable 
fire protection pose problems at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant, a Department 
of Energy inspection found. 


However, plant officials have recently in- 
ventoried drums and moved to correct what 
they called isolated storage and labeling 
problems in the wake of the DOE inspection 
earlier this year. 


THE DRAFT report's “observations” sec- 
tion, obtained recently by the Rocky Moun- 
tain News, said “the (hazardous or radioac- 
tive waste) drum identification system was 
found to be fraught with deficiencies and 
problems.” 


A team of DOE inspectors in January and 
February toured buildings 776 and 777, 
where Rockwell International Corp. process- 
es plutonium for nuclear weapons triggers 
and recycles the element for later use. The 
observations reported by the team include 
"several instances of drum storage blocking 


access to emergency equipment” such as 4 
fire alarm panel. 


In addition, the inspectors found fire هت‎ 


tinguishers without inspection tags or out-of- 
date inspection tags. 


Plutonium, a man-made element, is con- 
sidered one of the most dangerous sub- 
stances in existence. Exposure to it has been 
linked to lung cancer and brain tumors. 


The report did not seek specific responses 
to the observations but compiled them to 
“identify the underlying causes of problems 
and management issues,” according to the 
document. A final version of the safety ap- 
praisal is expected to be released this 
month. Copies of the draft report were not 
made available for public review. 


Other sections of the report, which were 
reported in the News March 20, cited sloppy 
work habits, faulty equipment and lax atti- 
tudes as creating a “significant safety con- 
cern” at the plant. 


The observations noted problems mainly 
with storage and labeling of barrels of toxic 
waste and emergency response. A mock dis- 
aster drill was executed “adequately,” ac- 
cording to the report. 

Among the problems with barrel storage 


stora 


ge, safet 


or labeling were: 


s Drums stored in areas throughout the 
buildings rather than in a central place. One 
room contained more than 1,100 drums. In- 
spection team members were told that the 
buildings were not to be used for long-term 
storage, but found drums ranging in age 
from one to 15 years. 


5 Inadequate labels on many drums and 
others with no labels at all. Most of the 
labels were paper or plastic and would be 
destroyed in a fire. 

“An inspection of hundreds of drums indi- 
cated that the placement and existence of 
such paperwork was haphazard and inconsis- 
tent,” the inspection team reported. 


m Most drum storage areas were not 
marked as radiation areas when the inspec- 
tion started, Shortly thereafter, fenced areas 
were posted as contaminated areas, but un- . 
fenced areas remained unmarked. In addi- 
tion, the standard radiation symbol was not 
used to indicate the presence of radioactive 
materials in storage drums, 


m Outdated or improper paperwork ham- 
pered adequate tracking and monitoring of 
waste drums. There is neither a central con- _ 


trol nor sufficient coordination for move- 
ment of such drums, leading to “poor com- 
munication and misunderstandings. ... 
Drums end up in the corridors or squeezed 
inte unused (work) areas,” the report said. 

Plant officials said changes were being 
made. 

The report is just “a microcosm of things 
somebody had noticed,” said plant spokes- 
man Dennis Hurtt. “Depending on what's in 
the drums, they're handled fairly carefully; 
it’s not a haphazard process.” 


A RECENT inventory of drums was con- 
ducted “to make sure things are labeled 
properly,” Hurtt said. 

Other changes also are expected in plant 
operations. A memo from Rockwell presi- 
dent Dominic Sanchini to all employees re- 
ported an “aggressive schedule” to revise 
policies and procedures based on the the 
inspection’s earlier reports of serious prob- 
lems with radiation monitoring. 

Training sessions on new procedures will 
be given to all employees to “help ensure 
that you know and can follow the proper 
procedures and abide by the policies that 
have been developed to protect your health 
as well as that of your co-workers,” the 
memo said. 
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Flats waste 


containers leaking 


Crumbling concrete blocks 


release toxins, radioactive refuse 


By Judith Brimberg 
¡Denver Post Staff Writer 

Problems with crumbling con- 
crete blocks of radioactive waste 
at the Rocky Flats nuclear weap- 
ons plant have drawn the ire of 
state health officials and forced in- 
spection of all 16,000 biocks. 

The problem surfaced last week 
when one block was discovered 


leaking through its protective’ 


package. Instead of being solid 
concrete, the block reportedly was 
the consistency of mayonnaise. 
Several other blocks appear to 
be defective, state officials said. 
For the past 18 months, Rocky 
Flats workers have been sealing 
low-level radioactive sludge and 
wastewater residue in 1,200-pound 
blocks for shipment to a Nevada 


burial site. 1 لاي‎ ne 

At the beginning of the year, 
however, the ratio of concrete to 
waste apparently was altered, 
plant official Kirk McKinley told 
officials. 

After a spot check of 57 blocks 
turned up eight more defective 
ones, plant managers promised to 
inspect the entire inventory of 
16,000 blocks, stacked on two as- 
phalt slabs in the northern part of 
the main facility, north of Golden. 

Al Hazle, director of the state 
Health Department’s radiation 
control division, was critical of the 
plant for not heeding national stan- 
dards for mixing concrete, and 
public health engineer Mike Sattler 
suggested Rocky Flats may have 
been remiss in not taking core 


samples to fest how solid the 
blocks were. 

“I understand someone would 
put his hand on a block to deter- 
mine how hard it was,” Sattler 
said, describing inspection proce- 
dures. Officials said there is no 
health hazard because the waste 
materials entombed in the blocks 
— uranium, plutonium, nitrates 
and acetone — contain only low- 
level radiation or toxicity. 

But Hazle said he still regards 
the episode to be “of significant 
magnitude.” Sattler said the disin- 
tegrating blocks, which are stack- 
ed in threes, could pose a physical 
hazard for plant employees. 

The spillage was detected last 
week following heavy rains and re- 
ported immediately to the Colora- 


do health officials and the U.S. En- 
vironmental Protection Agency,, 
plant spokesman Pat Etchart said. - 

At this point, plant executives- 
haven't pinpointed the exact cause, 
although they suspect something’ 
went wrong with the concrete cur- 
ing process. 


In the meantime, plant manag- 
ers are tightening construction and 
inspection methods and won't ship, 
any defective blocks, Etchart said. ; 


The spillage was washed down. 
with hoses, and the contaminated 
water flowed down a storm drain 
and was captured by holding ponds 
on plant property. Since then, dikes 
have been built around the asphalt 
pads to contain any spillage, Etch- 
art said. ۱ 
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has said it may phase out the Rocky Flats Nu- we سر‎ 

clear Weapons Plant over the next 15 years, 
Denver metro residents are hardly safe from the 
plant's contamination problems, 

On March 31, department official Troy Wade 11 dis- 
closed in Senate testimony that DOE is considering 
phasing out operations at the Rocky Flats Plant over 
the next 15 years as the department consolidates fa- 
cilities. Inexplicably, at the same time, the depart- 
ment has requested $370 million to upgrade flawed 
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Building 371 at Rocky Flats over the next nine years. b 7 J AN 
The building, designed for modernized plutonium re- y 
processing, came on line in 1981. PILCHER 


It has proved to be a lemon, operating at only 7 
percent capacity because of design and safety prob- 
lems. U.S. Sen. Tim Wirth has questioned pouring out of 19 department nuclear weapons production fa- 
more money into this building if its operations are to cilities for environmental spending. While $370 million 
be moved elsewhere in the future. The Colorado sen- was requested for upgrading the flawed production 
ator has managed to have the first year’s funding for building, only $4.5 million for two Rocky Flats clean- 
the project cut until the plant’s future is certain. up projects was requested to the Office of Manage- 

Cleanup of the plant’s hazardous radioactive and ment and Budget, according to a study by the Wash- 
chemical waste sites is being seriously underfunded ington based Environmental Policy Institute. 
at the same time, creating the potential for long-term The plant has been rated the third-most contami- 


health and economic problems for the state. The En- 
ergy Department is setting the stage for a massive 
layoff at Rocky Flats, the state’s 10th-largest employ- 
er, because of its failure to come up with a compre- 
hensive plan for cleanup and decontamination. Such 
layoffs are already taking place at other department 
facilities, such as Hanford, Wash. 

If Colorado fails to get assurances of sustained 
funding for full cleanup, the citizens of this state will 
be left with a national sacrifice area that will require 
strict environmental monitoring for millenia to come. 
If the plant is closed, funds for cleanup work could 
offset the loss of jobs in weapons production. 

Demands for cleanup funds and jobs at Rocky 
Flats are even more urgent because of the low pricri- 
ty the plant received in the Energy Department's fis- 

eal 1989 budget requests. Rocky Flats ranked seventh 
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nated weapons facility in the U.S., with 72 Superfund 
sites, according to an EPI report. No funds are iden- 
tified in the proposed budget for compliance at Rocky 
Flats under Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act environmental legislation. At the same time, the 
Energy Department is asking $66.8 million for 50 en- 
vironmental cleanup projects at Oak Ridge, Tenn.; 
$54 million for 35 projects at Savannah River, S.C.; 
and $38.8 million for 17 projects at Fernald, Ohio, 

A recent review by local EPA officials concluded 
the Rocky Flats allocations were “inadequate and in- 
complete.” The EPA has recommended targeting 
$15.5 million in fiscal 1989 and $22 million in 1990 for 
Recovery Act cleanup projects at the plant, 

DOE appears to be spending far more at its weap- 
ons facilities where strong public and legal pressures 
have been brought to bear. The highly touted environ- 
mental compliance agreement signed between the 


$ state of Colorado, the Environmental Protection 


Agency and the Energy Department in J uly 1986 
seems to have pre-empted the state from receiving a 
share of cleanup funds proportional to its contamina- 
tion. Consider DOE's Fernald facility in Ohio, where 
the state's attorney general refused to sign a compli- 
ance agreement with the Energy Department. For 
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fiscal 1989, DOE has requested more than $38 million 


for pollution cleanup at Fernald, compared to 5 
million for Rocky Flats. 

Nationally, DOE tentatively estimates it may cost 
up to $100 billion to clean up all its nuclear weapons 
production facilities, an effort that may extend into 
the 22nd century. No one knows how much it will cost 
to clean up Rocky Flats, although estimates have 
ranged from hundreds of millions to $1 billion. 

Rocky Flats has significant hazardous waste prob- 
lems, extensively documented for the first time in 
1986 by an Energy Department survey. The study re- 
vealed 91 hazardous radioactive and chemical waste 
sites, a legacy of 35 years of poor waste-disposal 
practices that have contaminated the air, soil and 
ground and surface waters. 

Problems include the groundwater system under 
the plant, where plutonium and highly toxic and car- 
cinogenic substances such as trichloroethylene have 
been found in well samples, and the large tracts of 
contaminated soil that blow off-site over time. The 
long-term disposal of highly contaminated soil in the 
903 Pad Area, currently covered with asphalt, also 
poses serious questions. 

Between now and the possible closure of the plant 
as its buildings deteriorate, Rocky Flats should be 
held accountable for the environment by removing as 
much hazardous waste as possible off-site, by stabiliz- 
ing what is on-site in the interim, and by not adding 
further to existing contamination at the plant. 

Contamination problems at Rocky Flats are al- 
ready causing economic problems, including the sit- 
ing of proposed highway W-470 on contaminated land, 
lower property values and unwillingness of busi- 
nesses to relocate near a weapons facility. 

For these reasons, the Energy Department should 
present to the Congress and the state of Colorado 
within six months: 

v A comprehensive, detailed schedule for envi- 
ronmental cleanup at Rocky Flats that is in compli- 
ance with all applicable laws (including the Super- 


| and the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
aD: Although cleanup has begun with the investiga- 
tion of several targeted en 0 on O pe of 

echnologies must be used, it is plec 1 

ses Cost eae with detailed breakouts for each 
hazardous-waste site at Rocky Flats. Currently, there 
is no public accountability because the plant gives out 
a single sum for cleanup that comes out of the operat- 
ing budget. 

m More details on decommissioning and decon- 
taminatiori of the plant in the event of its closure. 
,This massive and costly undertaking will require the 
total demolition of at least two buildings, Nos. 771 and 
716/777, which are too “hot” C a 

ording to a 1983 report on the piant. 

0 15 tine for DOE to comply with the same laws as 
private citizens and private industry and to be ac- 

- countable to the public under a democratic govern- 
ment. Because of the department’s past history in 
this regard, it cannot be trusted to do so on its own 
initiative. Colorado’s congressional delegation must 
require the Energy Department to produce a de- 
tailed, comprehensive cleanup pian and truthful cost 
estimates for the massive job ahead. 

Ultimately, we must demand funds for cleanup 
work, forming a coalition that includes the Colorado 
legislature, the Colorado congressional delegation, 
the Steelworkers Union at the plant, public interest 
groups, business groups, and affected nearby com- 
munities, under the strong leadership of Governor 
Romer. The union has already moved in this direc- 
tion. Anticipating cutbacks whether or not the plant is 
phased out, it demanded a formal commitment to site 
cleanup in its contract talks with Rockwell last year. 

Cleanup jobs mean not only continued employment 
for Rocky Flats workers, put also a cleaner, safer, 
more economically attractive metro area, creating a 
win-win situation for the public and plant workers. 
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By KAREN MacPHERSON 
News Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Colorado 
could use fines and other sanctions 
to force hazardous-waste cleanups 
at Rocky Flats and other federal 
facilities under legislation sched- 
uled for a House subcommittee de- 
bate tomorrow. 

The House transportation, tour- 
ism and hazardous materials sub- 
committee will debate a package 
of bills designed to force federal 
facilities to comply with the same 
hazardous-waste laws followed by 
private industry. 

Although federal facilities con- 
tain some of the worst hazardous- 
waste sites in the country, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and the states have been unable to 
force the facilities to comply with 
state cleanup laws. 


COLORADO AND other states 
contend they have the authority to 
(issue orders and penalties. The fed- 
eral facilities, backed by the U.S. 
Department of Justice, claim they 
and, their contractors are legally 
imrhune from such action. 

Rep. Dan Schaefer, R-Colo. 一 
the only Colorado committee 
member — said yesterday he will 
vote for the bills. 

“Darn it, if the federal govern- 
ment isn’t doing its job correctly, 
we've got to hit on them,” Schaefer 


said., 

Earlier this year, the Colorado 
Department of Health decided to 
finé Rockwell, the Department of 
Enérgy's contractor at Rocky 
Flats, an undetermined amount for 
violating state hazardous-waste 
laws, 

But recent court decisions in- 
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State could fine Flats 
under proposed bills 


volving the right of states to levy 
fines on federal facilities have pro- 
duced mixed results, and it is un- 


clear what will happen in the Colo- 


rado case. 

Rocky Flats officials say fining 
a contractor for a federal agency 
is inappropriate because many of 
the problems cited by the state 
health department have been 
cleared up. 

One bill under consideration, 
sponsored by Rep. Dennis Eckart, 
D-Ohio, would allow states to im- 
pose sanctions against federal fa- 
cilities for violating hazardous- 
waste laws. A related bill would 
allow the EPA to enforce hazard- 
ous-waste laws against contractors 
who operate federal facilities. 

DOE officials oppose all of the 
bills, saying the agency has made 
great strides in its environmental 
programs and that no changes are 
necessary. 


SCHAEFER'S MAIN concern 
with the Eckart bill is the source of 
money to pay fines, he said. If the 
money came from the agency run- 
ning the facility, he thinks money 
that should be used for cléaning up 
hazardous wastes could be used to 
pay fines, Schaefer said. 


If it came from the government- ' 


wide “judgment fund,” Schaefer is 
concerned that the agency 
wouldn’t feel the financial pinch. 
He prefers an approach supported 
by DOE, under which an agency 
whose facilities were fined would 
be forced to come to Congress to 
seek an appropriation to cover the 
penalties. 

Schaefer says he thinks that 
would hold the agencies account- 
able for their actions and yet not 
jeopardize thetr funds for cleanup 


efforts. ۱ rn e 
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Weapons producers 
shouldn’t get pass 
on safety violations 


T: be generous, the Department of Energy doesn’t 
have a reputation for consistent aggressiveness in 
monitoring safety at its nuclear weapons plants, in- 
cluding Rocky Flats. That is why state governments 
should be given greater freedom to act as watchdogs 
— and why DOE should be made subject to the same 
federal environmental laws that are mandatory for the 
private sector. 

Legislation along those lines: will be considered to- 
day by a House subcommittee that includes a lawmak- 
er from Colorado, Rep. Dan Schaefer. We hope 
Schaefer puts safety first and votes yes. 

One of the bills, by Rep. Dennis Eckart, D-Ohio, 
would let states impose fines against federal facilities 
for violating hazardous-waste laws. A related measure 
would let the EPA enforce hazardous-waste laws 
against contractors who operate federal facilities. 

Schaefer says he sees the need for tougher monìtor- 
ing. But lobbying from DOE is intense, and he report- 
edly is wavering on the Eckart bill as written because 
of a funding issue. He said he is concerned that if 


money for fines comes directly from the federal agen-- 


cy running the facility where a law has been broken, it 


could reduce funds that should be used for cleaning up 


hazardous wastes. DOE makes the same argument 
against dipping into operating funds. It has proposed a 
change in the bill allowing an agency whose facilities 
were fined to seek special appropriations from Con- 
gress to pay for judgments against it. 

That tack lacks bite. There would be little incentive 
to be vigilant because violations wouldn’t cause an 
offending agency any direct budgetary pain, Breaking 


“the rules ought to carry a punishment with punch. 
‘Schaefer and his colleagues should reject DOE's plea 
“for a go-easy approach. 
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Concerns — 


` over safety 
nearly shut _ 


By Gary Schmitz 


Denver Post Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON — Safety viola- 
tions at the Rocky Flats nuclear 


. weapons plant earlier this year 


nearly led to an unprecedented 
shutdown of the facility, federal of- 
ficials said Wednesday. 

The safety problems were 
blamed on “lax attitudes” among 
employees and managers of Rock- 
well International, the corporation 
the Department of Energy pays to 
operate the plant west of Denver. 

Agency officials said they know 
of no similar federal facility that 
has come under such a threat. 


down Flats 


‘Close to a shutdown’ 


- “Rocky Flats came very close to 
a shutdown; it was very real,” said 
Tony Lane, deputy energy secre- 


tary for military applications, The. 


revelations came during the first 
examination of Rocky Flats by the 
department's newly formed Advi- 


sory Committee on Nuclear Facili-. 


ty Safety. 

The enforcement action was 
considered in February immedi- 
ately after an inspection team 
from agency headquarters in 
Washington discovered that nine 
safety violations first uncovered in 
1986 still had not been corrected. 

Problems cited were: an incom- 
plete emergency response plan; 
lack of “enforceable safety rules” 
plantwide; inconsistent manage- 

„ment review of safety shortcom- 
ings; four instances of failing to 
certify the precision of radiation 
monitoring equipment; lapses in 
security on the grounds, and insuf- 
ا‎ barriers to guard against 
ires. i 


-, While potentially serious, offi- 


cials said ‘those violations ‘alone 
were not severe enough to warrant 
as Stringent a response as closing 
“the plant. " i 
” However, because the same 
problems were found repeatedly 
across the plant for.several years, 
Officials said they were confronted 
with a clear pattern of inactioris 
Taken together, they said, the vio- 
‘lations suggested Rockwell was 
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paying too, little attention to the 
-Dvorall iste of safety. ， i 
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‘Teach Rockwell a lesson’ 


Safety experts in the Energy De- 
partment pushed to have the facili- 
y closed until the problems were 
fixed, “to teach Rockwell a les- 
son,” sources said. However, oe 


tials in charge;of produttión ob. 
jected, wring Ihat halting work 
could compromisé national securi- 
ty. 

` Rocky Flats is the only plant in 
the nation to manufacture and as- 
semble plutonium comiponents for 
nuclear bombs and warheads, and 
is the primary center for repro- 
cessing the plutonium recovered 
from outmoded weaponry. 

° The dispute over Rockwell's 
safety. performance went to the 
“the highest levels” of the federal 
«agency, sources said, and a deci- 
sion was made to keep the plant 
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open only after Rockwell execu- 
tives agreed to reform measures. 

“They had too much of an atti- 
tude that, ‘We’re unique, and we 
know what’s best for Rocky 
Flats, ” said Earl Whiteman, the 
Energy Department’s manager at 
Rocky Flats. 

In the months since, Whiteman 
said, Rockwell has taken a number 
of “significant steps” to correct 
past deficiencies, like obtaining 
“outside help,” Making manage- 


ment changes and improving com- 
munication with employees. 


The once-strained relationship 
between Rockwell’s managers and 
workers “is on the upswing for the 
first time in years,” Whiteman 
said. 


_ Several members of the safety 
panel, noting that safety com- 
plaints at Rocky Flats began more 
than a decade ago; voiced skepti- 
cism at the assurances made 
Wednesday. “If it's really going to 


be such a big change,” asked com- 


mittee chairman John Ahearne, 
“why now?” 

Lane told the committee that “a 
different organization” is now in 
place at Rockwell, and “their atti- 
tude has changed ... The attitude 
that this is the No. 1 national priori- 
ty, and nobody is going to question 
us, is gone.” ° 


In an unusually candid ex- 
change, plant officials admitted 
that a certain isolation and arro- 
gance pervaded the plant through- 
out much of its history. - 


“For 35 years, Rocky Flats has 
been making bombs and the only 
people bitching were protesters,” 
said Dominick Sanchini, Rock- 
well's plant manager at Rocky 
Flats. “Even when we came close 
to being shut down I don’t think 10 
percent of the work force believed 
it.” 

But now, Sanchini said, employ- 
ees are aware the Energy Depart- 
ment is considering closing the 
plant and transferring its work to 
facilities that aren't as close to a 


„major population center. 
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“They see our livelihood being 
threatened and that is creating a 
change,” Sanchini said. 

The Energy Department is plan- 
ning to conduct another inspection 
in November. 

Although Whiteman gave Rock- 
well high marks for safety im- 
provements in the wake of the Feb- 
ruary episode, he said the job ot 
establishing adequate safety proce- 
dures has yet to be completed. 
“Turning a plant around is a tough 
job, and 1 don't know how fast that 
battleship will turn,” he said: .. 
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to rescue a bill to ensure closer monitoring of 
safety procedures at Rocky Flats and other nuclear 
weapons plants. 

Colorado has a powerful stake in the measure's 
success. Though it was still stuck in a House commit- 
tee as of early this week, there is a chance it could be 
brought before the floor of both houses as early as 
today. We urge the state's legislative delegation to join 
the push for a full vote quickly — before lawmakers go 
home to campaign. 5 

Sponsored by Rep. Dennis E. Eckart, D-Ohio, the 
legislation would give state governments greater free- 
dom to act as watchdogs over weapons plants. Specifi- 
cally, it would strengthen the states’ ability to regulate 
and levy fines for hazardous-waste violations at these 
federal facilities. 

To be sure, there have been some encouraging signs 
in recent months that the Department of Energy, 
which controls the plants, has adopted a tougher over- 
sight stance — after a long period of seeming to go 
easy on the private contractors that run the facilities. 
But added safety insurance is still needed. 

Why? Because serious institutional impediments still 
threaten to undermine vigilance by DOE and its con- : 
tractors — and to undermine public confidence. For 
instance, DOE is responsible both for production goals 
and for health and safety at these plants. 1t might not 
be inherently impossible to meet those competing chal- 
lenges, but it can present dilemmas that DOE hasn't 
always been able to surmount. 

Likewise, the cushy protection from liability that 
weapons-plant contractors enjoy isn’t exactly an incen- 
tive to buttress safety precautions. 

Giving the states a stronger watchdog role would 
help compensate for the disturbing institutional disin- 
centives at the federal level. Both houses of Congress 
should give Eckart's bill a hearing — and a “yes” vote., 
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HE FEDERAL government’s 
decision to shut down a key 
operation at Rocky Flats because 
of safety lapses provides further 
evidence of a new and commend- 
-able emphasis on protecting peo- 
ple’s lives. ۱ 

But the action taken last week- 

end by the Department of Energy 
„also underscores the increasing 
-concern over the general condi- 
‘tion of the nation’s nuclear bomb 
‘factories, many of which were 
built in the Cold War era and now 
‘need to be renovated, replaced or 
relocated. 

In addition to the plutonium re- 
covery and reprocessing building 
that was temporarily closed at 
Rocky Flats, the government has 
cited the potential for accidents in 
shutting reactors at the Savannah 
River plant in South Carolina and 
at the Hanford complex in the 
state of Washington. 

Some officials are beginning to 
fear that these shutdowns may 
eventually jeopardize the contin- 
ued production of nuclear weap- 
ons and weaken the nation’s nu- 
clear deterrent. As the top 
Pentagon official for atomic ener- 


gy argued last week in regard t 
the Savannah River situation, “Tc 
have these reactors not operation: 
al is tantamount to unilateral nu- 
clear disarmament.” 

It is to the Reagan administra- 
tion’s credit that so far it has re- 
sisted the pressure to give top pri- 
ority to production, rather than to 
public health, worker safety and 
protection of the environment. 
The arrogant “weapons first” ap- 
proach has already left the coun- 
try — and Colorado in particular 
— with a monstrous legacy of 
years of irresponsible practices, 
ranging from chemical contami- 
nation at the Rocky Mountain Ar- 
senal to the indiscriminate dispos- 
al of uranium mill tailings on the 
Western Slope. 

The next president — whoever 
he may be — will be forced to ad- 
dress the safety vs. security ques- 
tion early on. His best course will 
be to insist on rigorous safety 
standards at existing nuclear 
weapons facilities, while working 
to lessen the nation’s dependence 
on these morally obsolete means 
of keeping the world safe for de- 
mocracy. 
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Plutonium 
production 
at standstill 


Rocky Flats closure 
slows weapons flow 


By Alan Gottlieb 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

Shutdown of the main plutonium 
reprocessing building at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant 
means almost no plutonium is be- 
ing produced anywhere in the 
country for weapons, according to 
nuclear experts. 

With the Savannah River Plant 
in Aiken, S.C., shut down until next 
.year and the Hanford Reactor in 
Washington state in mothballs, the 
Department of Energy has been 
relying almost exclusively pn 
Rocky Flats to recycle plutonidm 
from retired weapons and scrap 
metal. : El 
But with Building 771 shut down 
for several weeks, the only plutani- 
um being produced in the Us. 
probably comes from small scrap- 
recovery operations at other weáp- 
ons facilities. 

According to Thomas Cochran, a 
nuclear physicist with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, “You 
can end up with a lot of little pluto- 
nium buttons” through scrap re- 
covery, but making them into 
weapons components is the work 
of Rocky Flats. 

“Building 771 has a very great 
effect on the output of new nuclear 
warheads,” said Bob Alvarez, di- 
rector of the Environmental Policy 


A 
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Institute’s Nuclear Project. “The 
Department of Energy is relying 
heavily on reprocessing (for pluto- 
nium), and now there’s little of it 
going on. It’s an incredible situa- 
tion.” 

Department officials declined to 
comment on the situation. But Pat 
Etchart, spokesman for Rockwell 
International, the corporation that 
runs Rocky Flats for the depart- 
ment, said a Short-term shutdown 
of Building 771 would not pose a 
problem. 

A long-term production halt, 
however, “would have a significant 
impact,” Etchart said. 

At a Washington news confer- 
ence Tuesday, top department offi- 
cials estimated Building 771 would 
be closed for three to four weeks. 
They said the building normally 
closes down for 10 to 14 days twice 
a year for an inventory, and indi- 
cated they would conduct the in- 
ventory normally scheduled for 
November during the current shut- 
down instead. 

The building was closed last 
week after a department safety in- 
spector and two Rockwell employ- 
ees entered an area containing plu- 
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Accident slows flow of weapons 


tonium-contaminated material. Of- 
ficials initially said the three men 
were not contaminated, but 
changed their story Wednesday. 


More information on the workers 


will be made available today. 


Etchart said scrap material and 
other residues are reprocessed into 
pure plutonium in Building 771. 
That plutonium then is sent to oth- 
er buildings at Rocky Flats to 
make plutonium triggers for nucie- 
ar weapons. 、 


While Etchart declined to elabo- 
rate on the work done inside Build- 
ing 771, knowledgeable sources 
said plutonium components from 
retired weapons are shipped to 
Rocky Flats from the Pantex plant 
in Amarillo, Texas, That plutonium 
is then reprocessed and used both 
at Rocky Flats and at other weap- 
ons plants to arm nuclear war- 
heads. 


Alvarez said the Energy Depart- 
ment and Pentagon have no one to 
blame but themselves. “They have 
resisted modernizing and have pro- 
vided seriously deficient manage- 
ment. At this point, they’ve run the 
cost of cleanup and safety so high 
that dynamite would probably be a 
more cost-effective deterrent.” 


FBI/ DOJ 


= 70-13-1608 5 
EP 


rs 


FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 9 g 
كي‎ + 


(Indicate page, name of lo 
newspaper, city and state.) 


‘Rook Mountain [hws 


Edition: October رال‎ 1988 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
Title: Flats Wants co Store 


Flats wants to 
Nuclear wastes, 
store nuclear =- ۱ 


Classification: 
Submitting Office: 


Ponor —— 
indexing: 


By JANET DAY Qu — 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Officials at the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant today 
will ask the state to approve indefinite storage of radioac- 
tive waste at the problem-plagued Jefferson County facility. 

Idaho Gov. Cecil Andrus on Wednesday banned further 
shipments of Rocky Flats waste to a storage facility near 
Idaho Springs. Rocky Flats has traditionally sent about 
75,000 cubic feet of radioactive debris to the Idaho National 
Engineering Lab each year. 

Congress earlier this month failed to approve the alterna- 
tive to Idaho shipments — a permanent disposal site in the 
New Mexico desert — because of safety concerns. 

Until that site opens, Rocky Flats will have to put thou- 
sands of cubic feet of mid-level radioactive debris inbuild- 
ings not designed for long-term storage. Plant officials 
yesterday said they would build a waste storage building if 
the state approves their plan. 


A 


“It’s feasible, but it’s a Band-Aid fix, not permanent,” said 
Nat Miullo of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
“Rocky Flats ends up being a storage area where it’s not a 
very good idea to have a storage area.” 

Rocky Flats can only store waste for up to 90 days under 
its current state permit. 

Officials with the Colorado Department of Health would 
not comment on the possibility of long-term waste storage 
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Official to discuss shutdown 


Earl Whiteman, the U.S. Department of Energy's 
manager for the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant, 
will meet with the public Tuesday night to discuss why 
plutonium processing operations at the plant were shut 
down Sept. 29. 

The meeting, sponsored by the Rocky Flats Environ- 
mental Monitoring Council, will be held at Front 


_ Range Community College at 7 p.m. 


Rocky Flats critics view the prospect of Whiteman's 
attendance as a rare event and an important time to 
“find out what's going on,” said Jan Pilcher, spokes- 
woman for Citizens Against Rocky Flats Contamina- 


tion. 
The Rocky Flats plant, 16 miles northwest of Den- 
ver, makes plutonium triggers for nuclear weapons. 
DOE closed down Building 771, Rocky Flats’ main 
plutonium production building, a few days after two 
workers and a DOE inspector were exposed to radia- 
tion. 


until after they see the plant's proposal. Health officials will 


meet this week with Gov. Roy Romer to decide what to do. 
Rocky Flats, located between Golden and Boulder 16 
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miles northwest of Denver, is operated by Rockwell Interna- 
tional Corp. for the U.S. Department of Energy. The 40-year- 
old plant manufactures triggers for nuclear weapons and 
recovers plutonium from old weapons and contaminated 
machinery. 

Rocky Flats shipments make up the bulk of the millions of 
cubic feet of “transuranic waste” at the Idaho facility, 
mainly plutonium-contaminated equipment parts, clothing 
and debris. The waste is stored in sealed 55-gallon drums. 

Plant officials said yesterday there are no immediately 
pending waste shipments. About 55 railcars are shipped to 
the Idaho facility each year on an irregular basis as waste 
accumulates. 

One car, sent prior to Idaho’s ban, remained near Black- 
foot, Idaho yesterday and may be sent back to Rocky Flats 
for storage on site until the New Mexico plant opens. 

When the WIPP facility will open is unclear. Congress 
probably won’t reconsider the issue until its members recon- 
vene after the first of the year. Even then, old concerns 
about safety could continue, leaving the country without a 
mid-level radioactive waste disposal site. 

If that is the case, long-term storage would be sought at 
Rocky Flats, DOE officials told Sen. Tim Wirth, D-Colo., 
this week. 

“While I understand the difficulty of the situation, I 
believe it would be inappropriate to require Rocky Flats to 
take on the additional responsibility and risk of storing 
transuranic waste on site,” Wirth said in a letter to DOE. 
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State group 


to seek grant 
on technical aid 


By ANGEL HERNANDEZ 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 


The state-appointed Rocky Flats Envi- 
ronmental Monitoring Council has told the 
Environmental Protection Agency it will 
apply for a technical assistance grant for 
Rocky Flats Superfund site matters. 


Because technical assistance grants are 
limited by law to community groups, the 
Rocky Flats monitoring council wants to 
recruit area citizens’ groups interested in 
the Rocky Flats’ cleanup to join the coun- 
cil’s application. 

” However, some of the groups may not be 
interested in helping the council out. 

Adrienne Anderson, western director of 
the National Toxics Campaign, said: “We 
would oppose the council’s application.” 

Anderson said the technical assistance 
grants were designed to be awarded to 
grassroots groups organized by citizens. 
But not, in Anderson’s opinion, for groups 
like the monitoring council, which she re- 
gards as being dominated by members in- 
volved in the nuclear industry. 

The grant program provides up to 
$50,000 to community groups for hiring 
technical advisers for help in interpreting 
technical information related to any Super- 
fund hazardous waste site. 

Robin Coursen, an EPA technical assis- 
tance grant coordinator, said the informa- 
tion helps citizens’ groups understand tech- 
nical issues in the Superfund process. 

Groups wishing to join the Rocky Flats 
Monitoring Council grant application can 
contact council chairman James C. Wilson, 
of Longmont, within 30 days. 

If the groups are unable to form a coali- 
tion, they can apply separately for the 
technical assistance grant. In such a case, 


fitiost groups must submit a letter of intent 
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By JOAN LOWY 


Rocky Mountain News Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Top Department of Energy officials 
tried yesterday to repair the agency’s reputation after a 
series of embarrassing safety and security incidents at its 
nuclear weapons facilities. 

Those incidents resulted in the partial shutdown of the 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant near Denver on Satur- 
day and the continued shutdown of reactors at the Savan- 
nah River plutonium-producing plant in South Carolina. 

Energy Secretary John Herrington announced new safe- 
ty procedures that he said would delay the reopening of 
the Savannah River. plant but would not jeopardize the 
nation's nuclear deterrent. 

Herrington defended the agency’s safety record, saying, 


“I think our facilities are safer today than they were four ~ 


years ago. ... We have given oversight a high priority in 
this department. ... The bottom line is that much has 
been accomplished,” 

Still, Herrington said, “more needs to be done.” 

DOE has suffered from an onslaught of revelations over 
the past year of poor management and inadequate safety 
at 14 major production, waste and research facilities that 
make up the nation’s nuclear weapons complex. 

Among the most recent incidents: 


w A General Accounting Office report yesterday found 
that visitors from the Soviet bloc and other countries, 
including suspected spies, have routinely been given ac- 
cess to DOE's nuclear weapons laboratories at Los Ala- 
mos and Sandia in New Mexico and Lawrence Livermore 
in California. ۲ 

æ DOE’s shutdown of a major operation at Rocky Flats 
came after a DOE safety inspector and two employees of 
Rockwell International, the plant's operator, were con- 
taminated by plutonium during a safety inspection. Rocky 
Flats manufactures plutonium triggers for nuclear weap- 
ons. 

The plant, which employes more than 5,000 people, is 
expected to reopen in three to four weeks, officials said. 

m At Savannah River, DOE officials say they hope to 
restart one of the plant’s three reactors within 30 to 45 
days but that nothing will be done until December. 

The plant produces plutonium and other materials for 
use in nuclear weapons. 

DOE officials tried to downplay the seriousness of these 
and other incidents, saying they do not represent “life- 
threatening” situations but are simply indications that the 
department needs to improve its “margin of Safety.” 

In a related development, President Reagan voiced 
concern about the safety problem during a meeting with 
top officials of the departments of Defense and Energy, 
chief of staff Kenneth Duberstein said. 

Duberstein quoted Reagan as telling administration 
officials that “we are most concerned and most commit- 
ted to making sure that all safety precautions are taken 
and that all rules and regulations are followed.” 
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In the case of Rocky Flats, DOE has inspected the plant 


three times since 1986. At its last inspection in February, 
the department found pervasive problems in the areas of 
fire protection, maintenance and worker safety. Inspec- 
tors cited repeated failures by Rockwell to address the 
plant's problems. i 
In the latest incident, which occurred two weeks ago, an 
: i 1 we 


officials were touring Building 771, which is Rocky Flats' 
main plutonium processing plant, and, because no warn- 
ing signs were posted, inadvertently entered a room 
where workers were performing maintenance on contam- 
inated materials. 

As a result, two of the three men who entered the room 
have tested positive for plutonium contaminatión, offi- 
cials said. DOE is continuing to conduct medical tests on 
the men. ۱ 

“To put this in perspective, we do not view this as life- 
threatening but we are in fact trying to quantify the 
extent of any material they may have breathed in,” said 
Troy Wade, a DOE assistant secretary. 
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„jen minute amounts of plutonium have been shown to 
Rige cancer, 


Wade said only one facility, Building 771, is officially 
shut down, but, because its operations are key to most of 
the rest of the plant's activities, the closure has resulted in 
a “slowdown” of all activity at Rocky Flats. 

Wade denied there is any “clear and present danger” 
from radioactive contamination at Building 771. Radioac- 
tive levels in the building “are below DOE standards but 
higher than we would like to have them,” he said. 

Rocky Flats has been in operation since the 1950s. DOE 
had planned to replace Building 771 with a new plutonium 
processing plant, Building 371. However, Building 371 — 
built several years ago for more than $200 million — has 
never worked. 

DOE wants to repair Building 371 for about $300 mil- 
lion. Sen. Tim Wirth, D-Colo., and others have held up 
funding, suggesting that DOE may be wiser to dismantle 
‘he Rocky Flats plant and move its functions elsewhere. 
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Energy chief defends 


Flats safety 


` Admits ‘much remains to be done’ 


in wake of shutdown 


By Gary Schmitz 
Denver Post Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON — Energy Secre- 
tary John Herrington on Tuesday 
defended his department’s man- 
agement of Rocky Flats and other 
nuclear weapons plants, saying 
that even though a sweeping pro- 
gram to ensure safety is working, 
“much remains to be done.” 
Herrington and other Energy 
Department officials said Satur- 
day’s emergency shutdown of a 
key component of Rocky Flats was 
direct result of the department’s 


a 
‘stepped-up emphasis on safety. 
onference called in 


the wake of the Rocky Flats epi- 
sode — the second closure at a nu- 
clear weapons plant in recent 
weeks — top officials spoke candid- 
-ly about safety lapses. 
_ The secretary conceded that his 
department “needs to rebuild pub- 
ic confidence” in the way the gov- 
ernment-owned, contractor-operat- 
ed plants are run. He promised 
that the reforms will include “a 
more open attitude” and “more 
disclosure” about safety matters. 
. It also was revealed Tuesday 
that preliminary tests show two of 
three inspectors involved in the in- 


cident that prompted the Rocky 


Flats shutdown were exposed to 
measurable amounts of radiation. 
Officials earlier reported there 
was no direct exposure. 

However, officials said there is 
no indication that plutonium levels 
were sufficient to pose a health 
threat. More definitive tests will be 
completed later this week. 

Deputy Energy. Secretary Jo- 
seph Salgado said the decision to 
close the plutonium reprocessing 
facility known as Building 771 was 
an'effort on our part to ensure a 
conservative margin of safety ... 


er 
not only on the part of DOE but on 


the part of the contractor as well.” 


He said the Flats incident occur- 
red during an ‘‘on-site safety analy- 


“sis” being conducted by a repre- 


sentative of the department’s 
environment, safety and health 
team. 

Under a program instituted in 
March, safety experts who report 
directly to the department’s safety 
office in Washington were placed 
full time at Rocky Flats and other 
plants. The safety official in the in- 
cident was accompanied by two in- 
spectors from Rockwell Interna- 
tional, the contractor at Rocky 
Flats. 

During their plant tour, the trio 
unknowingly entered an area of 
plutonium contamination without 
required respirators or other pro- 
fective gear. Signs advising of the 
radiation threat were obscured by 
equipment, according to the de- 
partment. ۲ 

“Discussions were begun ... to 
get the right remedial action in 


„place as soon as possible,” said 


Richard Starostecki, the depart- 
ment’s top safety official. “We 
reached the conclusion there were 
large amounts of contamination 
cleanup and maintenance that 
needed to be done.” 

After consulting. with officials, 
the order to close Building 771 was 
issued by the chief of the depart- 
ment’s Albuquerque office, which 
oversees day-to-day operations of 
the entire weapons complex. 

The shutdown is expected fo last 
recor four weeks: 0 n 


Department official Troy Wade 


said that while the shutdown order 
effects only Building 771, other op- 
erations at the facility are likely to 
be “slowed” until the affected sys- 
tems reopen. : 


The plant assembles the triggers 
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that set off nuclear weapons. 


In the meantime, Wade said, 
safety standards will be reviewed, 
and workers will “try to reduce the 
airborne radiation levels” present 
in the building. 

Officials said no penalties are 
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expected to be levied against‏ 


- Rockwell, 

In prepared statement, Sen. Tim 
Wirth, a Colorado Democrat, prais- 
ed the energy department’s re- 
sponse. The agency “is sending a 
‘strong message to its contractors,” 
Wirth said. “The test will be 
whether they continue placing a 
high priority on safety.” 

Jim Wilson, who heads a state- 
appointed monitoring commission 
on radioactive waste at Rocky 
Flats, called the shutdown symbol- 
ic of the department’s new atten- 
tion to problems at the country’s 
aging nuclear weapons plants. 


Tom Rauch of Citizens Against 
Rocky Flats Contamination, a 
grass-roots group formed last year 
to protest the proposed incinera- 
tion of radioactive wastes at Rocky 
Flats, saw the shutdown as a slap 
at plant management. 

“It simply confirms what many 
people have said all along — that 
safety and health problems at the 
plant are greater than the DOE 
and Rockwell have been willing to 
admit.” 

Herrington and other top offi- 
cials on Tuesday also discussed the 
situation at the department's Sa- 
vannah River plant in South Caroli- 
na, shut down recently because of 
safety concerns. 


Department officials had plan- 


ned to restart one of three reactors | 


at Savannah River as early as No- 
vember, but now plan to begin a 


four-week “phased restart” that’ 


will begin in December. 
The Associated Press contribut- 


ed to this report. A 


MDESIGN: Los Alamos Nation-~ 
al Laboratory. in Los Alamos... 
NIM. and Lawrence Livermore. - 


National Laboratory in Califor- .. 


nia design the weapons. San- 


buquerque designis the 
non-nuclear components. 

MATERIALS: Plutonium and‏ و 
tritium are mainly produced at‏ 
Hanford Nuclear Reservation in‏ 
Washington state and the. Sa-‏ 
vannah River Plantnear Aiken,‏ 
S.C. Neither is producing now.‏ 
BPRODUCTION: Components‏ 
are made at Rocky Flats and‏ 
six other plants. The Rocky‏ 
Flats plant assembies theirig-‏ 


gers for the weapons. 7 


dia National Laboratories in Al- | 


tex Plan 


Y: All parts are sent : 
5 Amarillo, = 


equacies in worker protection, 


were operating under question 


wastes at Rocky Flats in early 1 
lawsuit filed by the Sierra Club 


17 years. 


ty concerns.” 


ed 103 waste-disposal areas at 
up. A department study in July 


MON JULY 22, 12 cubic feet 


“lax attitudes.” 


MW ROCKY FLATS has been inspected b 
three times since 1986. The most recent repor 


forming hazardous jobs withou 
a federal investigation into the death of a Rocky Flats electrician. 
M ROCKWELL PROPOSED a test burn of radioactive and chemical 


partment's shelving the burn pending an env 
MALLEGATIONS AIRED that employees operated a “model shop” 
as a sideline and made $1 million worth of gadgets and trinkets over 


spend more than $900 million there 
health laws and clean up pollution. 


ROCKY FLATS’ 22052 


HISTORY 


y the Department of Energy 
t found pervasive inad- 
fire protection, maintenance and re- 


peated failure by Rockwell-to address the department's concerns. 
W UNITED STEEL Workers’ officials announced in March 1987 that 

safety complaints had jumped nearly sixfold in the previous five years. 
MA MAY 1987 department report said workers at Rocky Flats 


able safety standards and were per- 
t proper guidance. The report capped 


987. Mounting public opposition and a 
and a citizens group resulted in the de- 
ironmental assessment. 


MA FEB. 12 department study found sloppy work habits, faulty 
equipment and lax attitudes at the plant 


had created “significant safe- 


WIN MAY, the department ripped Rockwell's management, saying 
inattentiveness and disorganization had caused safety problems. 

BIN LATE MAY, radioactive and hazardous material spilled from 
several defective concrete containers that had deteriorated to the 
consistency of mayonnaise, state health officials said. 

MIN JUNE, Rockwell was fined for safety violations, including fail- 
ure to report fires and improper handling of stored waste. 

E ALSO IN June, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency report- 


Rocky Flats that needed to be cleaned 
found the government would have to 
by 1995 to comply with safety and 


of low-level radioactive waste spilled, 


but plant officials waited a week before reporting it. 

BIN AUGUST it was revealed that department officiais earlier had 
considered shutting down the plant entirely bec 
ty violations and because of Rockwell’s managers’ and employees’ 


ause of repeated safe- 
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__EXCERPTS FROM APRIL DOE REPORT 


“‘This is now the sev- 
enth reported contamination 
incident that has oc- 
curred at Rocky Flats in the 
last four ta six weeks, 

` four of which occurred in Build- 
ing 771.” 


` *The (DOE represen- 

tative) is very concerned 
about the sharp in- 

crease in contamination inci- 
dents that have oc- 

curred in the (plutonium) 
buildings during the 

last several weeks. Elimina- 
tion of these contami- 

nation incidents is essential 
to safe resumption of 
operations of the (plutonium) 
buildings.” 


“*The (DOE represen- 
tative) observed two people 
working in room 427 
without fuli face respirators on 
even though the room 


was posted. This off-normal 
event is very similar to 

the September 1988 event 
that was in part the 

basis for the Building 771 
shutdown. Yet, one 

and a half years later these 
types of incidents are 

still occurring at Rocky Flats. It 
appears that the les- 

sons learned from the Build- 
ing 771 shutdown and 
subsequent restart inthe area 
of radiological protec- 

tion were not translated and 
implemented across ， 

the Rocky Flats site.” 


“With the Department 

of Labor now given approval to 
inspect Department of 

Energy sites, it would be to 
EG&G's benefit to cor- 

rect the OSHA deficiencies pri- 
orto a Department of 
Labor-OSHA inspection at 
Rocky Flats.*” 
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Eight workers contaminated 
` by plutonium in past two 


- Warning signs not properly 
posted in contaminated areas. 


Nuclear safety procedures not 
always followed. 


Inadequate fire protection in 
some areas. 


Radiation exposures plag 


Safety problems 
bedevil efforts 
to clean up plant 


By Janet Day 


News Environmental Writer 


reports show that eight Rocky 

Flats workers were exposed to 
radioactive plutonium in the past 
two months — a dramatic sign 
that the beleaguered plant contin- 
ues to have serious recurring safe- 
ty problems. 

The reports — based on weekly 
inspections by representatives of 
DOE's Washington headquarters 
— outline a variety of safety viola- 
tions that could stall plans to re- 
start weapons parts production 
this summer. 5 

Many of the new report's criti- 
cisms echo those raised several 
times over the past two years, 
including: 

E Procedures designed to pre- 
vent an accidental nuclear reaction 
are not always followed. 

M Radiation monitoring equip- 
ment occassionally does not work. 

M Fire protection in some cases 
is inadequate. 

是 Warning signs telling workers 
to wear respirators are not prop- 
erly posted in some contaminated 
areas — the same problem that 
led to a partial plant shutdown two 
years ago. 

DOE ‘‘is very concerned about 
the sharp increase in contamina- 
tion incidents that have occurred 
in the (weapons production) build- 
ings during the last several 
weeks,” the report concluded. 

“Elimination of these contami- 
nation incidents is essential to safe 
resumption of operations.” 


۱ nternal Department of Energy 


Most of the Jefferson County 
plant has been shut down since 
September because of chronic 
safety problems. ۲ 

Rocky Flats uses plutonium, 
uranium and several other radioac- 
tive elements to make detonators 
for nuclear weapons, 

Exposure to plutonium has been 
linked to cancers, brain tumors 
and reproductive disorders. 

The nearly 40-year-old plant, 16 
miles. northwest of downtown 
Denver, employs more than 5,000 
people. 

Plant officials yesterday attrib- 
uted the increased radiation prob- 
lems to a heightened focus on safe- 


ty. 


Slight exposures and low-level 


contamination problems that may 
not have been noticed before are 
now being reported, they said. 

“It’s a reflection of upgrading 
the Program with better training, 
more intense routine surveys,” 
said Jeff Schwartz, spokesman for 
EG&G Inc,, which manages the 
plant for DOE. “But yes, it can get 
better. We have a committment to 
a clean work environment.” 


According to the documents, 
which are distributed to EG&G 
managers and high-level DOE offi- 
cials, one of the plutonium expo- 
sure incidents occurred March 29, 
when two people were working in 
a contaminated room without res- 


pirators, 

On April 4, two people wearing 
full protective clothing had their 
skin and hair contaminated be- 
cause their suits were improperly 
removed. 

None of the exposures were 
considered serious, plant officials 
said yesterday. 

“Even if these incidents one by 
one are minor, it’s very disturbing 
because it’s an indication that it 
doesn’t matter if you change the 
faces at the top. The way the 
plant’s operating hasn’t changed 
significantly,” said Melinda Kas- 
sen of the Environmental Defense 
Fund and a member of the gover- 
nor’s Rocky Flats Environmental 
Monitoring Council. 

EG&G Inc. took over operations 
of the plant in January after DOE 
dumped Rockwell International 
Corp. because of chronic safety 
violations, 

EG&G officials brought in new 
upper management and vowed to 
run the plant safely, but lower and 
mid-level managers are the same 
as those responsible for the day- 
to-day plant operations under 


Rockwell. 


A half-dozen DOE and 
congressional panels in the past 
two years have raised concerns 
about radiation protection at the 
plant. 

In September 1988, DOE shut 
down the plant’s main processing 
building because contaminated ar- 
eas that required workers to wear 
respirators were not properly 
posted with warning signs. 

“Yet, one and a half years later, 
these types of incidents are still 
occuring at Rocky Flats,” accord- 
ing to the report. oo 

DOE began weekly inspections 
at Rocky Flats last summer after 
the FBI raided the facility in an 
investigation of possible criminal 
environmental violations, __ 


ue Flat 


区 


The Rocky Flats plant 16 miles northwest of downtown Denver employs about 5,000 people, but much of its work is at a standstill. 
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By Alan Gottlieb 
Denver Post Staff Writer 
The top federal official at the 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant tried to convince a some- 
times hostile crowd and a skepti- 
cal state monitoring council 
Tuesday that procedures are in 
place that guarantee safety at the 
plant. 

But Earl Whiteman, area man- 


gy stopped short of promising the 
itoring Council that he would ap- 


and safety incidents at the plant. 
In addressing concerns 
prompted by the shutdown last 
month of Building 771, the weap- 
ons plant” 
cessing 
stressed: 


comer, 


ager for the Department of Ener- . 
Rocky Flats Environmental Mon-. 


prise it promptly of all accidents: 


s main plutonium repro- 
Whiteman 
Awe 26 not pushing < 


a date to restart operations. We 
don’t want to put production pres- 
sure on at this point.” 

But an internal newsletter for 
Rocky Flats employees dated 
“The goal is to re- 


Oct. 14 states, 
start building 
operations on 
Dec. 1,1988.” 
The news- 
letter further 
states that “in 
order to sup- 
port the ag- 
gressive re- 
start 
schedule’’ 
overtime and 
weekend TER 
shifts will be Whiteman 
worked “at levels similar to 
those” prior to the shutdown. 
Whitermman's meeting with the 


Top US. official at Rocky Flats 
fails to sell crowd on plant safety 


public — 300 people showed up — 
came on the same day a General 
Accounting Office report on the 
shutdown of Building 771 was re- 
leased. 

Contrary to Whiteman's asser- 
tions before the monitoring coun- 
cil that safety is not a major issue 
at the building, the report states 
that there are several serious 
problems. 

A DOE inspector reported af- 


“ter he and two other employees a 


were exposed to plutonium last 
month that “electrical safety is 
dangerously managed; house- 
keeping is deteriorating; waste 
drum backlog makes movement 3 
almost impossible; response of 0 
radiation monitors is slow and un- s 
skilled” and “attitudes are com- 
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placent.” 

Copies of the report were hand- 
ed to members of the council as 
the meeting began. They did not 
mention its contents to Whiteman 
at the meeting. 

During the sometimes raucous 
session, council members pressed 
Whiteman for immediate notifica- 
tion of safety incidents at the plant. 


The council is made up of scien- 
tists and others appointed by the 
governor and U.S. Rep. David 
Skaggs. 


“You have to trust us to look at 


preliminary stuff,’ said panel 
chairman Jim Wilson. He added 
that final reports often don't ap- 
pear for months or even years af- 
ter an incident. 


But Whiteman, citing the federal 


privacy act and security consider- 
ations, would not be pinned down. 

“I have difficulty with giving 
you a black and white answer at 
this point,” he said. 

Responding to charges that his 
agency often stretches or distorts 
the truth, Whiteman told the 
crowd, “We may not always be 
very good at explaining things, but 
we damn well teli the truth.” Many 
in the crowd hooted derisively. 
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By JANET DAY 


News Environmental Writer 


Department of Energy .inspec- 
tors yesterday began the fourth 


sues at the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant in Jefferson County. 


In contrast to the three previous 
studies, inspectors from 5 
Washington headquarters will look 
at operations, equipment and safe- 
ty procedures throughout the plant 
rather than ina specific building. 


“The concept is to take an over- 
view of plant safety rather than 
Singling out a building,” said Domi- 


manager of Rockwell Internation- 
al Corp. at Rocky Flats. “Part of it 
will be to revisit actions we've tak- 


ings.” 


The earlier" inspections, which 
focused on three separate build- 
ings, Were highly critical of what 
was reported to be inattention to 
safety by management resulting in 
sloppy worker safeguards, faulty 
equipment and inadequate fire pro- 
tection. 


One of the problems listed in the 
-most recent inspection report, 
completed in February, was inade- 
quate or hidden signs on contami- 
nated areas that require protective 
NE or respirators. 


DOE recently shut dawn Rocky 


study in three years of safety is- 


Sanchini, president and general.‏ علط 


en as a result of all the prior find- `` 


opin plutonium processing build- - 


| 4th DOE safety study 
begun at Rocky Flats 


ing after three people entéred a 
room without protective gear. The 
warning sign on that area wás hid- 
den behind material stacked out- 
side the door. 

Rockwell, which runs the facili- 
ty for DOE, has improved fire pro- 
tection, upgraded equipment and 
increased worker health and.safety 
monitoring as a result of the previ- 
ous inspections, Sanchini said. © - 

“We think this approach is a 
good idea, to broaden their look at 
the plant,” he said. 


The last safety appraisal listed 
more than 80 corrections and:im- 
provements to be made at the fa- 
cility. 


“We have no quarrel with’ that, di 
Sanchini said. “You can always buy 
better equipment ao train people 
better.” 


Rocky Flats manufactures plu- 
tonium triggers for nuclear. weap- 
ons. It is one of a dozen DOE facili- 
ties scattered throughout the 
country that. contribute to the 
building of nuclear weapons, which 
are assembled in Texas. 


DOE began inspections 01 its 


` complex weapons production ‘sys- 


tem in 1985 when increased public 
scrutiny and new regulations’ fo- 
cused attention on radioactive con- 
tamination from the plants.’ 1 


“The frequency is increasing as 
the office that carries out ۵ 
appraisals gets more resources, 
money and manpower,” said Will 
Caldicott, DOE spokes “in 
Washington: > 
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Sloppy maintenance cited in reports 


By Alan Gottlieb 


Denver Post Staff Writer 


The plutonium-reprocessing op- 
eration at Rocky Flats is plagued 
by sloppy maintenance and inade- 


quate safety precautions, accord- 


ing to reports filed by a Depart- 
ment of Energy safety inspector 
who was exposed to plutonium in 
the building last month... 

He called the work énvironment 


in the building “unsafe and un- 
healthy.” i ۱ 
Many of the problems found in- 
side Building 771 by inspector Joe 
Krupar are similar to inadequacies 
detected during safety appraisals 
done between June 1985 and early 


this year. Results of these inspec- 
tions, according to the reports, 
prompted a department official to 
recommend last year that Rock- 
well International lose its contract 
to operate the plant... 


The department never acted\gn\ A 
s 
Y 


pee 


@ Liquid on the floor of a room 
containing plutonium, as well as 
“booties, respirators, trash laying 
on floor, chairs and other equip- 


commendation. ment.” ۳ ۱ 8 
ا‎ Krupar’s findings were: للا‎ Maifunctioning air-radiation 
E Radiation-detection probes be- monitors. 


B Excessive numbers of waste 


i é k workers’ booties y 
یی ابید‎ ne drums stored in two areas inside. 


and, shoes, then being used to 
check another workers head and 
face. y 


0 
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= building. Some drums contain- 
۱ waste dating badk to July. 


mt told his supervisors in Wash- 
ton, D.C., that “the work envi- 
a ment. in 771 is unsafe and 


at day, when he and two 
۱ الس‎ employees entered an ar- 
m where plutonium waste was 
Sered. They were not wearing 
-face respirators, apparently 
grouse a‘warning sign was ob- 


rough the three workers ap- 
ently didn’t suffer a serious ex- 
ure, Krupar termed the inci- 
t “an extreme risk.” 

sat a meeting of the Rocky Flats 


E Tuesday night, department area 

inager Earl Whiteman tried to 
May down the seriousness of the in- 
ent. He acknowledged, howev- 
that radiation levels in parts of 
Miding 771 occasionally reach 10 
mes thé desirable level. Even at 
Wat high point, Whiteman said, ex- 
mesure levels would total only 10 
r cent of the maximum allow- 


> ی‎ members of the council 
Bd Wednesday they weren't 
rare Krupar's reports were in- 
ded in information packets pro- 
Wed them. After reviewing the re- 
Rts, some said “they wanted 


Mr of information that has been 
ided to date,” said one panel 


med. “I was not satisfied in any 
‘ky with last night’s meeting. If 
Mey don’t want to communicate 
MN the public, they'll keep send- 
out people like Earl Whiteman 


ut panel Chairman Jim Wilson 

Tes tioned against -overreaction. 

Bien this document ig read ata 

pil level, it sounds rotten-and in- 
ting,’ he said. 


5 ther chance to question White- : 


3 This very clearly demonstrates 
8 lack of reliability and credibil- 


ember, who asked not to be 
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Rocky Flats 
closure ۲ 
end woes 


Plant cleaning, upkeep 
would generate waste 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Shutting down the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant 
won't stop the buildup of radioactive waste at the Jefferson 
County facility or solve the country's growing waste-dispos- 
al crisis, plant and health officials say. 


“People seem to believe you just turn off plutonium like a 
light switch, but that's not how it happens,” said Nat Miullo, 
project manager for the Environmental Protection Agency. 
“We will still have contamination sources at the plant, still 
have people that will have to walk around in safety-protec- 
tion clothing that has to be disposed of.” 


`A “draft Department of Energy study reportedly targets 
Rocky Flats and the Fernald plant in Ohio for shutdown as 
weapons production operations are consolidated. 


In the short term, Idaho Gov. Cecil Andrus recently 
banned radioactive waste shipments into that state, and Gov. 
Roy Romer has banned extended waste storage at Rocky 
Flats. The governors' actions could lead to a temporary, 
shutdown of Rocky Flats in four months when on-site waste, 
storage space is filled. 


۱۳ ROCKY FLATS shuts down temporarily, or perma- 
nently, the site will continue to produce waste long into tlie 
future in the form of air filters, equipment parts, clothing 
and other protective gear used in maintenance and pollution 
cleanup operations, health and plant officials warn. 


“Without production, you still have a bunch of buildings 
that have filters that have to be changed and pollution 
cleanup activities at the site, so you continue to have waste 
clothing and material generated,” Miullo said. 


Stopping production would reduce the waste flow by about 
75%, plant officials said, but that still means close to 20,000 
cubic feet of radioactive waste generated each year. 


“Just like your house gets dusty when you go on vacation, 
the plant needs to be cleaned and maintained even if it’s not 
in production, and that produces waste in contaminated 
filters, clothing, gloves,” said Dominic Sanchini, president 
and general manager -of Rockwell International Corp. at 
Rocky Plats. Zn 
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ROCKWELL OPERATES the plant for DOE, manufactur-‏ 


ing plutonium triggers for the nation's nuclear weapons and 
recovering plutonium from old weapons and severely con- 
taminated wastes. 


DOE shut down the plant's main plutonium recovery 
building this month after three people were contaminated by 
airborne plutonium because signs calling for protective 
equipment were hidden from view. 


The building is expected to reopen in a few weeks, DOE 
obs manager Ear] Whiteman said this week, but no date has 
en set. 


Environmentalists yesterday indicated they would file a 
lawsuit requiring a full environmental impact study of the 
building’s operations before it is reopened. 


In a letter to Energy Secretary James Herrington, Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund attorney Durwood Zaelke said 
“any decision to restart the weapons plants currently shut 
down is a major action under the law and must be preceded 
by an environmental impact statement.” 


A lawsuit was successfully pursued in 1983 before the 
restart of the Savannah River weapons plant in South Caroli- 
na. . 
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wary welcome 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountaln News Environmental Writer 


Environmentalists and public officials yesterday cautious- 

ly welcomed reports that Rocky Flats was one of two 
nuclear weapons plants targeted for permanent closure. 
۲ A draft of the Department of Energy's long-awaited 
‘2010 Plan” on the future of weapons production calls for 
closing Rocky Flats, 16 miles northwest of Denver, and the 
Fernald, Ohio plant, according to a report in The Wall Street 
Journal. 

The report confirms congressional testimony by DOE 
officials in March that Rocky Flats operations may be 
consolidated with operations at other weapons facilities. 

“It sounds like they will get United Van Lines to back up 
at Rocky Flats and move them out, and that’s just not true,” 
said:Sen. Tim Wirth, D-Colo., who had not seen the report, 
even though the Senate armed services committee earlier 
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this year requested a copy. 

“Until a new facility is built, Rocky Flats is going to be 
there a long time, and after it moves, there will be a lot to 
clean up,” Wirth said. 

Rocky Flats, operated by Rockwell International Corp. 
for DOE, manufactures plutonium triggers that detonate 
nuclear weapons and recycles plutonium-contaminated de- 
bris. The 40-year-old facility has been plagued with safety 
problems and pollution, and has come under intense public 
and official scrutiny. 

DOE officials yesterday would not discuss details of the 
report, which is to be released in final version in December. 
Rockwell officials said they had not been briefed on the 
draft report and could not comment on its findings. 

Others reacted cautiously. 

“I am giddy with the prospect of Rocky Flats possibly 
being relocated,” said Nat Miullo, program manager for the 
Environmental Protection Agency. “but we must keep in 
mind that even (if) the facility closed down tomorrow ... 
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we will still have waste materials and a cleanup job that will 
take us into the next century.” 


Some environmentalists and members of Congress were 
skeptical of the closure plans and expressed concern that if 
the plant closes, pollution buildup may not be eradicated. 


“In my opinion, getting money from DOE to really clean 
up the Rocky Flats site very likely depends on the plant 
being an operating facility; and having the plant in operation 
depends on achieving the best possible health and safety 
standards,” said Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo., whose district 
includes the plant. Skaggs had not seen the report. 


“Cleanup, plant safety and continued plant operation are 
inextricably tied together, and we should be wary of any 
suggestions that plant closure is a simple solution to our 
safety or environmental concerns,” he said. “For these 
reasons, as well as the plant’s economic importance, I 
believe it should remain open.” 
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Flats 
bosses 


GAO report cites 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Management at the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant needs to pay more attention 
to safety problems, the U.S. General Ac- 
counting Office reported yesterday, echoing 
the long-held complaints of plant workers, 
environmentalists and health officials. 

The GAO, the federal government’s inves- 
tigative branch, studied environmental, 
health and safety problems at the Jefferson 
County plant for Rep. David Skaggs, D-Colo. 

Skaggs released the report yesterday say- 

ing it “serves to bring into very sharp focus 
the accumulation of environmental, health 
and safety problems at the Rocky Flats 
plant that are symptomatic of the state of 
affairs at weapons plants around the coun- 
try.” 
_ Rocky Flats is one of four U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy weapons facilities partly or 
wholly shut down because of safety con- 
cerns. A key building at Rocky Flats was 
shut down two weeks ago, when three people 
were slightly contaminated with radioactive 
plutonium. 

GAO’s findings were similar to those re- 
ported in studies conducted by the U.S. De- 
partment of Energy in the past three years. 
Rockwell International Corp. operates the 
Jefferson County plant for DOE in which 
nearly 6,000 workers manufacture plutoni- 
um triggers and recycle radioactive plutoni- 
um. 


assailed 


safety problems 


` Ceras >. ~ 


GAO aimed most ol its critcism at plant 


management, which the agency reported 


was paying inadequate attention to health 
and safety programs, deficiencies in radio- 
logical-protection programs and the need to 
improve fire protection. 

GAO recommended that management es- 
tablish “quantitative safety objectives and 
goals” and “strengthen its internal oversight 


‘program to ensure that recommendations 


are followed up, and that needed actions are 
taken.” 

Worker protection also must be improved, 
GAO investigators reported. The recent 


building shutdown “is strong evidence that ATT IZ 2 


serious problems persist at the plant,” ac- 
cording to the report. 

Most of GAO’s report was based on three 
earlier DOE inspections, which found, 
among other things, that workers were han- 
dling contaminated items without protective 
gloves; not surveying themselves for con- 
tamination, and not wearing proper radia- 
tion-detection badges. S 

GAO noted, however, that Rockwell offi- 
cials have been taking steps to improve 
worker training and protection. “However, 
resolution of these problems will not be 
quick or inexpensive,” according to the re- 
port. “A concerted effort by DOE and the 
plant’s contractor will be needed for many 
years to resolve the plant’s problems.” 

The greatest risk to the public would be 
high winds and major earthquakes, GAO re- 
ported. DOE analyses showed several build- 
ings vulnerable to earthquakes and wind 
damage. Rockwell officials have said they 
are reinforcing buildings and equipment to 
withstand natural disasters. 

“All the news isn't bad,” Skaggs said of the 
report. “It indicates progress is being made, 
that there's a renewed determination by 
DOE and Rockwell to dea} with these con- 
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Report chides inaction 
on Flats safety worries 


By Alan Gottlieb 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

Despite repeated safety investi- 
gations over the past several 
years, many major problems re- 
main unsolved at the Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons plant, according 
to a report completed Thursday by 
congressional investigators. 

The General Accounting Office 
study found serious problems with 
safety and health protection at the 

_ plant, with environmental contami- 
nation, and with aging equipment 
and buildings. 

The report includes information 
compiled after the Oct. 8 shutdown 
of Building 771, the plant’s main 
plutonium reprocessing center. 

Closure of the building, plus 
shutdowns elsewhere in the na- 
tion’s weapons production system, 
have thrown large kinks into that 
system and have raised major na- 
tionwide safety fears. ۳ 

The Rocky Flats shutdown 


Flats’ shutdown called. 


“clearly shows that more needs to 


be done to ensure that safe opera- 
tions are carried out” throughout 
the plant, investigators concluded. 


Ed Heintz of Rockwell Interna- 
tional, which runs the plant for the 
U.S. Department of Energy, said 
the company received a copy of 
the report Thursday afternoon. 
“There appears to be nothing new 
there. We have been and will con- 
tinue attacking the problems that 
surfaced during the appraisals and 
since then.” 

The 25-page report summarizes 
‘dozens of health and safety short- 
comings at the plant, among them 
inadequate fire protection, sloppy 
radiation monitoring by both plant 
workers and supervisors, and man- 
agement inattention to health and 
safety programs. 

Many of the problems stem from 
the plant's management structure, 
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FLATS from Page 1-A 


the report states. Other federal ap- 
praisals have found that some ad- 
ministrators responsible for over- 
seeing safety also are responsible 
for production. 

Congressman David Skaggs said 
Thursday that creates a conflict, 
because contractors are rewarded 
primarily for high production lev- 
els, and therefore tend to empha- 
size production over other safety 
and other responsibilities. The 
Boulder Democrat discussed the 
a ata conference Thurs- 


` thelr satisfa 


are 19 years old. In some cases, re- 
placement parts are hard to get. 

Also, many buildings at the plant 
don't meet today’s stringent re- 
quirements for withstanding earth- 
quake and tornado damage. “This 
risk is the possibility that plutoni- 
um could be dispersed off-site and 
affect the general public.” 

DOE officials have estimated 
that rebuilding and upgrading 
Rocky Flats would cost more than 
$1 billion. 

Since 1985, the department has 
forwarded 230 “recommendations 
and/or concerns” about the plant 
to Rockwell. Company officials 
told the congressional investiga- 
tors that only 67 of those have been 
resolved. But department officials 


the concerns have been resolved to 
1 ction. © : 
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Groundwater contamination on 


the plant site is the major environ- 
mental problem identified by the 
report. Although there is no evi- 
dence that drinking water supplies 


off-site have been affected, “DOE - 
officials recognize that the contam- ` 


ination could migrate off-site” and 
pose a serious health hazard. 

On the plant grounds, “levels of 
solvents in the groundwater were 
as high as 1,000 times the drinking 
water standards at some loca- 
tions.” 

There are also 108 sites at Rocky 
Flats contaminated with either ra- 
dioactive waste or toxic waste or a 
combination of the two. “Some of 
these sites are considered to be ex- 
isting or possible sources of signifi- 
cant environmental contamina- 
tion,” the report says. Cleanup 
could cost more than $500 million 
and stretch into the next century. 

. Finally, the report cites worries 
bout aging equipment and build- 
‘ings. Alary systems, for example, 


Skaggs said the fact that many 
of those worries have been on the 
table for more than two years is 
distressing. “You might under- 
stand if it was something that had 
been identified just last month. But 
some of these things are 244 years 
old and show no signs of having 
been addressed.” 

He said he intends. to use the 
GAO report, as well as recent rev- 
elations about sloppy government 
oversight of other nuclear facili- 
ties, to push for creation of an inde- 


pendent regulatory agency to mon-, 


itor health and safety in the 
weapons industry. 

“The Department of Energy has 
not managed its contractor, Rock- 
well International, as it should 
have.” — 
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Morale is down, fear and resent- 


the beleaguered Rocky Flats nu- 
-clear weapons plant after three 
weeks of closure, complaints and 
criticism by the federal govern- 
ment. 

Department of Energy. officials 
and the General Accounting Office 
claim the plant is sloppy, unsafe 
and should be shut down. 

But officials of the United Steel- 
workers of America, the union that 

. represents half of the plant's near- 

` ly 6,000-member workforce, say 
the Jefferson County facility is be- 
ing operated at the safest level in 
years. 

Current problems are the fault 
of DOE, not the workers or plant 
management, said Jim Kelly, for- 
mer president of union Local 8031, 
who now works as a union staff 
representative for the Denver 
area. 

“DOE is trying to throw all the 
blame back on the people rather 
than take responsibility for their 
actions,” Kelly said. 

“It’s very unfortunate because 
it’s all political and it’s threatening 
people’s work and their lives. 


“The workforce is worried about 
their jobs and they resent the im- 
plications, the slams at their atti- 
tude toward safety and wonder 
what the hell they can do to satisfy 
anyone.” 

Rocky Flats is one of four DOE 
facilities partly or wholly shut 
down because of safety problems. 

DOE is considering closing 
Rocky Flats and a plant in Ohio 
and moving those operations else- 
where. 

Moving the operation would sim- 
ply move the problems, not solve 
them, union members say. 


“The one thing that stands out is 
that all of the problem plants are 
DOE's. Even though they have dif- 
ferent contractors operating them, 
they’re all in trouble,” said Pat 
Kelly, Jim Kelly’s brother who re- 
cently retired from Rocky Flats... 


ment are up among employees of - 


DOE blamed 
for Flats — 
troubles 


By JANET DAY 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 


Independent oversight of DOE 


operations throughout the country 
is the key to improvement,. Jim 
Kelly said. Sens. Tim Wirth, D- 
Colo., and John Glenn, D-Ohio, 
along with Rep. David Skaggs, D- 
Colo., and others last year pushed 
legislation for an’ independent 
monitoring agency and have sworn 
to reintroduce similar legislation 
next year. ۱ 

The recent closures and criti- 
cism leveled at plants in South 
Carolina, Ohio and Washington, as 
well as Rocky Flats, should force 
passage of such legislation, union 
officials said. 
- “Whoever is elected president is 
going to have to sign an oversight 
bill,” said Jim Kelly, who worked 
at Rocky Flats for 32 years. 


“Some agency has got to take a 
broad look at both the operation 
and equipment at these facilities 
and at the health of the workers 
and public.” 
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at Flats - 


Dominick Sanchini says he has no illu- 
sions about the Rocky Flats nuclear weap- 
ons plant, the problem-plagued federal fa- 
cility in Jefferson County he's managed for 
2% years. 

It’s old. It’s in need of repair. Increasing- 
ly, it’s under intense scrutiny. 

He's well aware of that, he said in ant 
interview with the Rocky Mountain News. 
Nearly every day, he says, he tries to solve 
problems. 

Since he took over as president and gen- 
eral manager of the plant for Rockwell International Corp. 
in June 1986, he’s made safety a higher priority and im- 


roved efficency to reduce waste production and worker 
۱ ی ا‎  م‎ 


exposure, Sanchini said. 

Rockwell operates Rocky Flats for the Department of 
Energy, making atomic triggers for nuclear weapons and 
recycling plutonium from old weapons and debris. - 

This year, after a critica] inspection of the plant’s safety 
procedures, Sanchini has authorized about $15 million in new 
training and equipment replacement or upgrading, he said. 

Yet as recently as Oct. 8, federal officials reported “major 
health and safety issues” and “inadequate radiological safety 
margins” in a key plutonium processing operation. 

Last week, the U.S. General Accounting office criticized 
plant management’s dedication to safe operations, but ac 


Sanchini 


-solving | 


knowledged changes were being 
made. The criticism is just the lat. 
est in repeated complaints about 
Safety, environment and health 
problems at the plant. 

Sanchini, whose background is in 
engineering and law, doesn’t quar- 
rel with DOE, public health offi- 
cials, environmentalists, union 
workers and neighbors — all of 
whorn have been calling for even 
greater safety improvements at 
the facility, 16 miles northwest of 
Denver. 

“You can always improve, al- 
ways buy better equipment, al- 
ways train people better,” Sanchini 
said. “If you find something I can 
improve — if it’s based on logical 
grounds and if I have the money — 
Tm going to improve it. 

. “Safety is not one of those things 
you argue about. You just go fix it. 
Admitting you can improve is not 
an admission of doing something 
wrong before. There are always 
ways to do things better.” 


SANCHINI SPENT most of his 
career in California. Prior to his 
Rocky Flats job, he was executive 
vice president for production at 
Rockwell’s Rocketdyne Division, 
where he won NASA’s Distin- 


guished Public Service Medal for — 


his contribution to the first launch 
of the space shuttle. 

He received his bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in mechanical engi- 
neering in 1951 from Lehigh Uni- 
versity in Bethlehem, Pa., and a 
law degree from the University of 
Southern California in 1958. 

Perhaps his harshest critic has 
been DOE, which this month shut 
down a building at the facility af- 
ter three inspectors were contami- 
nated with low levels of plutonium 
because they entered a contami- 
nated area without protective 
clothing. A warning sign had been 
obscured behind equipment. 

¿A similar incident had been re- 
ported last February by DOE in- 
spectors, who made more than 80 
recommendations for safety im- 
provements. 
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“Of particular concern ... was 
improving the radiological protec- 
tion system,” Sanchini said. “They 
were concerned that someone 
could walk to downtown Denver 
with contamination.” 

Sanchini said he immediately or- 
dered 2,000 samples of equipment, . 
buildings and anything an employ- 
ee could have touched on his way 
out of a contaminated area. 

“We didn’t find any sign of con- 
tamination being tracked out, and 
they were satisfied with that,” San- 
chini said. “There's always some 
possibliity — and that's their main 
concern — that there’s no danger 
to people on site and no off-site 
releases.” 


IMPROVEMENTS made this 
year include stricter worker moni- 


toring of contamination and im- 
proved fire protection, Sanchini 
said. A fire, like ones that occurred 
at the facility in 1957 and 1969, 
could release radioactive elements 
into the air. 


Production and quality assur- 
ance improvements made in the 
past two years have cut waste by 
50%, Sanchini said. More efficient 
manufacturing means less waste 


‘material must be recycled or 
stored. 

“There are simple things you 
can do that are so practical you 
wonder why you didn’t always do 
them,” Sanchini said. These in- 
clude moving clerical and adminis- 
trative workers out of radiation 
buildings and into nearby trailers. 

DOE next. month will complete 
another inspection of Rocky Flats 
to determine if the improvements 


are sufficient. Sanchini- 
edges the improvement: 
Short-term solutions to 

term problem. 

“There’s some point wh 
Say you can’t keep upg 
forever,” he said. “It mar 
matter of how much y ` 
spend, like upkeep on 

“You can keep 
things for a long. * 

"question is do yc 
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Rocky Flats a responsible neighbor | 


Editor: The Department of Energy 
(DOE) is reviewing draft plans for closing 
two plants — at Fernald, Ohio, and at 
Rocky Flats. 

It is not surprising that Rocky Flats is 
being considered for closure — and the loss 
of 5,500 jobs. There is constant harassment 
and a barrage of publicity from anti-nucle- 
ar activists and some Colorado politicians, 
all amplified beyond 16 importance by the 
local media. 


I believe the Rocky Flats plant has been 
a good industrial plant neighbor throughout 
its history. Its safety record has been ex- 
emplary, as is the case with all highly 


. safety-conscious nuclear facilities. It has 


provided a stable employment opportunity 
in its area. 

Should we count our blessings more and 
stop publicizing the worthless bleatings of 
the small number of activists? Should the 
silent majority of Colorado citizens public- 
ly tell DOE it is a good employer and we 
want it to continue operations at Rocky 
Flats? 

If our politicians don't behave responsi- 
bly over Rocky Flats, we can elect others 


who will. In this hostile anti-nuclear politi- 


cal and media environment, would you se- 
lect Colorado for the super collider if you 
were the DOE decision-maker? Let's mend 
our fences! Write to the editors and con- 
gresspersons! 
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Don't worry, jobs aren 


‘governor explains in videotape 


By Jeffrey A. Roberts 
Denver Post Capitol Bureau 

Gov. Roy Romer videotaped a 
personal message for Rocky Flats 
employees Friday, hoping to as- 
sure the 6,000 workers at the nucle- 
ar weapons plant he is not trying to 
eliminate their jobs. 

Romer characterized the 12-min- 
ute tape as a “‘stern message” that 
stresses the need to find alterna- 
tive places to store radioactive 
waste. 

“I know what a job means,” he 
said. “I came from the dust bowl 
of the Depression and 1 knew peo- 
ple who wanted work, And you'd 
better believe I don't want to lose 
those jobs. 

“Dl go a long ways to get 30 
jobs, so I'm not about to lose 
6,000.” 

N The governor has said he will or- 
ANler the nlant to halt operations 


‘when it has accumulated 1,001 cu- 


bic yards of waste material, proba- 
bly early next March. 

If jobs are lost, he emphasized, 
the federal government should be 
blamed — not the state — for fail- 
ing to adequately plan for the dis- 
posal of waste. 

Romer met for an hour Friday 
with Dominick J. Sanchini, Rock- 
well international's president for 
Rocky Flats operations. After the 
closed-door session, Romer an- 
nounced plans to tour the plant 
northwest of Denver on Sunday 


. morning. 


He last visited Rocky Flats in 
late October, responding to the re- 
turn of a boxcar full of low-level 
radioactive waste that originated 
at the plant. The boxcar was sent 
back because Idaho Gov. Cecil An- 
drus banned the temporary storage 
of any new shipments of such ma- 
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terial in his state. That's because air filters and 


During his Sunday tour, Romer 
hopes to enter every building 
where waste is stored, “go down 
every aisle, see the labels, see if 
they're showing” and find out how 
much waste is stored in each build- 
ing. 
“You see, 1 am making some 
representations to people that 
things are OK — safe,” the gover- 
nor said. “I’ve got to be sure I’m 
making the right representations. I 
saw it once. I want to see it again.” 

At the meeting with Sanchini, 
“nothing was really resolved,” ac- 
cording to Ed Heintz, Rockwell's 
director of communications at 
Rocky Flats. Romer said he and 
Sanchini discussed Sanchini's con- 
cern that even if the plant is shut 
down next spring, it still will be 
forced to generate about 40 cubic 
yards of waste a month. 


other equipment would have to be 
used during a shutdown, and those 
would come into contact with plu- 
tonium and become waste. 


“Let's not get to the point where 
we're counting beans on how many 
filters you have,” Romer said he 
told Sanchini. “This is a great and 
powerful and creative country.” 


In a related matter Friday, Ro- 
mer's staff also reacted to a feder- 
al judge’s decision this week re- 
quiring the U.S. Department of 
Energy to be subject to Ohio envi- 
ronmental regulations in a $1 bil- 
lion cleanup of the DOE’s Fernald 
uranium processing plant. 


Tim Holeman of the governor's 
policy and research staff said the 
ruling probably “opens doors” for 
Colorado to require safe operations 
at Rocky Flats. 7 
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Energy agency could be 


downplaying danger, state aide says 


By Alan Gottlieb 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

The U.S. Energy Department 
could be deliberately downplaying 
the potential danger posed by ac- 
cumulating radioactive waste at 
Rocky Flats, according to state 
health and emergency planning of- 
ficials. 

The state disaster plan for a ma- 
jor. accident at Rocky Flats as- 
sumes that 10 percent of the pluto- 
nium at the nuclear weapons 
facility could be released into the 


likely accident — a jumbo jet 
crashing into the plant. 

But now, plant officials are say- 
ing that only 0.05 percent of the 
plutonium contained in all waste 
stored throughout the plant would 
be released in such an accident — 
a level 200 times below that accept- 
ed by the state. ۱ 

Al Hazle, director of the state 
health department's radiation-con- 


trol unit, said he is skeptical about: 


the plant's motivation in suddenly 
reporting the lower figure. He said 


inspection to determine whether 
any of the other, above-ground 
storage areas deserve the safer 
rating, he said. 

Jeff Everitt of the state Division 
of Disaster and Emergency Ser- 
vices said the Energy Depart- 
ment's sudden switch to the lower 
figure makes him uncomfortable. 

_ “We can’t afford to take the pub- 
lic on a trip through fantasyland,” 
he said. “If, in fact, we need to re- 
work the emergency plan, I want 
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atmosphere during the maximum 


State questions 
US. estimates 
of Flats’ danger - 
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to get started right away.” 

To justify the change in its esti- 
mates, the Energy Department cit- 
ed a half-dozen studies conducted 
in the early 1970s. 

_ But Hazle said they didn’t Satisfy 
him. “They've given me a number 
of reports that support thejg.ui 
but I’ve requested.a compo a > 
ature search `... to see و‎ a 
general opinion is.” E 
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because there is more waste at 
Rocky Flats now than at any time 
in the recent past. ae: 

The 10 percent figure has been 
used since 1980, when state and 
federal authorities signed off on a 
Rocky Flats environmental impact 
statement. 

“Three underground storage sites 
at Rocky Flats have been ap- 
proved for a 0.05 percent release 
fraction, Hazle said, because the 
chance of their being breached is 
almost nil. 

' But it will require a pai 


Rocky Flats spokesman Pat 
Etchart said the plant's new calcu- 
lations are based on more recent 
studies of potential nuclear disas- 
ters than those used in bie quad 
environmental impact statement. 
He acknowledged, however, that 
even those studies are several 
years old. - o ۱ 

Under the current state emer- 
gency plan, a maximum accident 
would release 100 grams of plutoni- 
um. Should this occur, people liv- 
ing within a 4-mile radius of the 
plant would be in jeopardy of con- 
tamination. ۱ 

Health department officials de- 
cided earlier this month to review 
their emergency plan in light of the 
additional waste now being stored 
at Rocky Flats. 1f the 10 percent 
figure is applied to all waste now 
at the plant, the maximum acci- 
dent might be more severe than 
the plan projects, .Hazle acknowl- 
edged. 


k taking 


2 ا ذا 


Edition: JO Gum Jr an, “ass 


Saher Flats Lumato 
0 مهم عرب‎ sal 


ve ac- | 
since Idaho 
s banned al 


Seven boxcars of waste ha 
waste shipments to'his state last 


cumulated at the plant 
month. 


Gov. Cecil Andru 


FBI/DOJ 


7 


= 


ASA E NN 
E 六 一 a 
دعجم‎ AtD ye 


FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Rocky Mountain News Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Rep. David 
Skaggs, D-Colo., yesterday urged 
federal officials to put less priority 
on production at-the Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons plant and higher 
priority on environmental, safety 
and health SER EE 7 


concerns 
In a let- 
ter to Ener- 
gy Secre- Ej 
tary John 8 
Herrington, 
Skaggs not- 
ed that pro- 
duction: has 
been the 
“dominant > 8 
factor” in David Skaggs 
determin- ۱ 
ing awards, fees and bonuses given 
to contractors that operate the na- 
tion's nuclear weapons plants. 
Rockwell operates Rocky Flats 
for thé federal government. A re- 
cent General Accounting Office re- 
port indicated serious environmen- 
tal, safety and health problems at 
Rocky. Flats, problems that also 
were documented by three studies 
done by the Energy Department. 
“1 am writing to request that 
you inform me of the department's 
plan to remedy them, including 


Stress! Plate! safety 
Skaggs tells Energy 
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specific actions required, the bud- 
get to carry them out, and a time- 
table for their completion,” Skaggs 
wrote Herrington. 

Skaggs also recommended that 
the Energy Department end its 
policy of reimbursing contractors 
for fines levied against them for 
environmental, safety and health 
violations. 

Forcing companies to bear the 
financial burden of such fines is an 
“important incentive” in ensuring 
they obey the law, Skaggs said. 
“The department’s reimbursal of 
fines has eliminated this incentive 
and made the public cynical about 
the department’s ‘watchdog’ role.” 

Reimbursing contractors for 
such fines is “standard policy,” ac- 
cording to Energy Department 
spokeswoman Gail Bradshaw. 


“The department reimburses 
contractors for their costs, and 
that is a cost for contractors. But 
the issue is broader than just fines. 
It goes back to the days when we 
asked contractors to do things that 
others don’t do, like build bombs. 


“We have made a commitment 
to contractors that the government 
will back them up financially and 
provide reimbursement if, in the 
course of doing what the govern- 
ment tells them to do, something 
goes awry,” Bradshaw said. 
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Rocky Flats building ordered shut 
Satety improvements urgent, Energy Department warns 


By REBECCA JONES 1988 WOES 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer E ps 


9 و‎ esses 

U.S. Energy Department officials ordered the closing 
yesterday of a plutonium recovery and reprocessing building 
at Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant, citing fears about 
safety at the building. 

The closure marks the first time DOE has ordered the 
immediate shutdown of an entire building at Rocky Flats, 
said Earl Whiteman, area manager for the federal depart- 
ment. 

The decision to close Building 771 stems from a Sept. 29 
incident in which three workers inadvertently entered an 
unsafe area without wearing respirators. 

The action comes eight months after the DOE threatened 
to shut down the whole plant because of safety violations. 
Officials considered closing Rocky Flats in February after 
an inspection team found that nine safety violations discov- 
ered two years before had not been corrected. 

Rocky Flats, owned by the DOE and operated by Rock- 
well International, produces nuclear weapons components. 

DOE officials say that although many of the safety con- 
cerns have been addressed, more must be 0606" ° > 

“We've been looking at the situation over: the’ last week, 
and decided the prudent thing to do is just stop‘ fdr:awhile 
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and do some work on accelerating 
the safety improvements that are 
going on in the building,” White- 
man said. . 

Pat Etchart, a spokesman for 
Rockwell, said the Sept. 29 inci- 
dent involved workers coming too 
close to some contaminated equip- 
ment that had been protectively 
wrapped pending disposal. One of 
the warning signs had been 
blocked from view, he said. 


He said no radiation had been 
released and the workers suffered 
no contamination. 


He could not say whether anyone 
was disciplined in the incident, but 
said other employees had been no- 
tified. 

Rockwell officials said the ap- 
proximately 575 people who work 
in the building will be reassigned 
elsewhere, and that no layoffs are 
planned. They did object to the 
abrupt notification, however. 

Ed Heintz, a spokesman for 


° Rockwell, said the sudden closure 


decision represents inefficient 
management. “But this is some- 
thing that came out of DOE head- 
quarters, and they’re our boss,” he 
said. ` 

“I know for Rockwell this was 
very much an inconvenience to do 
it this way,” said Whiteman, who 
ordered the closure at the direc- 
tion of DOE officials in Albuquer- 


que. 
“If there’s something of a safety 
nature that ... needs to be im- 


proved, we'll say stop now, we 


won't say stop a week from Thurs- 
day,” he said. 

Jim Kelly, president of the Unit- 
ed Steelworkers of America, Local 
8031, which represents 2,700 
Rocky Flats employees, said the 
union has been kept in the dark 
about the closure. 

“I'm aware that something's go- 
ing on out there,” Kelly said yes; 
terday. “I’m a little disturbed that 
۲ haven't been given any more in- 
formation.” . 

“Tve been trying all day to find 


out what's going on,” he said. “I’m 


very concerned about my mem- 
bers out there.” 


Whiteman said the building will” 
be closed at least two or three 
weeks, longer if DOE determines 
Rockwell hasn't made enough 
progress in improving safety. 


He said many of the employees 
in the building are likely to spend 
time in the next few weeks in safe- 
ty classes. 


He said officials will also use the 
shut-down time to take inventory 
of the equipment and plutonium in 
the plant. That inventory was orig- 
inally scheduled:for December. 


Rich Marquez, a spokesman for 
the DOE in Albuquerque, said offi- 
cials want to send a message to 
Rockwell that no more safety 
lapses will be tolerated. 

He said DOE’s decision may be’ 
an overreaction to the incident, but 
said they decided to “err on the 
side of caution.” 


Memorandum 
SAC, DENVER (249-43) (P) 12/19/88 
To Date 
BIC 
al | 
From 
UNSUBS, dba 
Subject : Rockwell International Corporation, 


Rocky Flats Plant, 
Golden, Colorado; 
TWM? 

00: DN 


On 12/9/88, a briefing on the aerial overflight with 


the forward looking Infra-Red (FLIR) system was conducted by this 
Agent with Special Agents b7C 
[Tana he briefing included an overview of 


the ROCKY FLATS PLANT site, FBIHQ approval and USA, Denver 
concurrance, and copies of the attached documents (wind eluvials, 
discharge points, surface drainage, map of numbered buildings and 
USGS topo map). The FBI briefing was from 8:30 a.m to 9:30 a.m. 


At approximately 9:30 a.m. to about 10:10 a.m., the 
flight crew were briefed by AUSA KENNETH R. FIMBERG with U. S. 
Attorney NORTON present. 
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By Ken Lichtenstein Indexing: 


O what extent has the production of nuclear weapons ۸ 
endangered our nuclear production workers, the envi- 
ronment, and the public at large? This is difficult to answer 
for two reasons: a great deal remains to be learned about 
the effects of radiation — especially low-level radiation — 
on human beings, and the Depart- 
ment of Energy (DOE), has done 
; A everything possible to withhold its 
I oview workforce exposure data from in- 
۱ from dependent medical investigators. 
پر‎ The recent torrent of revelations 
Colorado concerning lax safety, environmen- 
— tal and health policies at nuclear 
weapons facilities such as Savannah 
River and Fernald have brought into sharp focus the need 
to re-evaluate the priorities of the DOE and its contractors. 
Mounting evidence that we are facing a national health 
and safety emergency has led Physicians for Social Respon- 
Sibility to call for a comprehensive, independent study of 
occupational and public health around the facilities that 
produce nuclear weapons materials. The issue is not three 
or four plants with glaring problems — we are caught up in 
a crisis of confidence that affects a large network of 
nuclear weapons production sites across the country. 
Because I live and work in Denver, I am most familiar 
with the Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant, located 16 
miles from the center of the city. Rocky Flats has repeated- 
ly leaked plutonium and other radionuclides into the sur- 
rounding area. Major fires in 1957 and 1969 released an 
unknown amount of plutonium into the Denver area. Be- 
tween 1958 and 1968 a spill of contaminated lathe oil 
contributed at least 5.8 curies to the adjacent environment. 
Rocky Flats emissions have also contaminated an aquifer 
under the facility, a stream running off the plant site, and a 
municipal water supply. This year alone, 12 cubic feet of 
low level radioactive waste was spilled from defective 
concrete containers. Rocky Flats plutonium has been found 
in soil samples throughout the Denver area. 


Rocky Flats has been inspected by DOE three times since 
1986. In May 1987, after investigating the death of an 2 
6. In May a investigating e 4 a 


electrician, DOE said the plant was operating under ques- 
tionable safety standards. A February 1988 report found 
sloppy work habits, faulty equipment and lax attitudes. In 
May 1988, Rocky Flats management was reprimanded for 
inattentiveness and disorganization resulting in safety prob- 
lems. A month later Rocky Flats was fined for safety 
violations, including failure to report fires and improper 
handling of stored waste. In October the plutonium repro- 
cessing facility was closed by DOE when a DOE inspector 
and two Rocky Flats employees entered an unmarked room 
where contaminated equipment was being cleaned and 
-ware themselves contaminated. with plutonium. 
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The Hanford nuclear weapons production facility in 
Washington state also contaminates the environment by 
spilling 8.5 billion gallons of chemical and 1.5 million 
gallons of mixed chemical and radioactive waste each year. 
Much of this waste is spilled into the soil aquifers of the 
Columbia river. The N-Reactor at Hanford, with a design 
similar to that at Chernobyl, was shut down in December 
1986, due to serious operational safety problems. 

The Savannah River Plant in South Carolina, producer of 
plutonium and tritium for nuclear weapons, has had several 


reactor accidents over the last three decades that were not 
disclosed to the public. In January 1960, a nearly uncon- 
trolled chain reaction occurred during start-up of the L- 
Reactor; in May 1965, a significant leak developed in the C- 
Reactor. In November 1970, a source rod melted in the K- 
Reactor, releasing large amounts of radiation into an 
adjacent room. A month later fuel rods in the C-Reactor 
melted during start-up. As late as August 1987, a nearly 
uncontrolled chain reaction occurred in the P-Reactor. 


A fourth DOE facility, the Feed Materials Production 
Center, in Fernald, Ohio, has released at least 200,000 
pounds of radioactive uranium oxide dust into the surround- 
ing environment over the past 30 years. The DOE admitted 
this fact after Ohio’s governor, Richard Celeste, demanded 
that the plant be shut down until the pollution is stopped. 

DOE’s health and safety practices have come under 
increasing scrutiny during the last year or two. In 1987 the 
National Academy of Sciences released a report entitled 
Safety Issues at the Defense Production Reactors. 

The academy cited DOE for failing to articulate safety 
objectives at its reactors and to implement essential safety 
practices. The report found that DOE occasionally rejected 
recommended safety upgrades for budgetary reasons. Also, 
DOE has not realistically addressed the effects of aging of 
weapons production reactors. The report stated, “The level 
of uncertainty about how long the production reactors can 
be safely operated is high,” adding that a realistic assess- 
ment of the ability to mitigate the consequences of severe 
accidents is lacking. 

The academy concluded that DOE’s “safety oversight of 
the production reactors is ingrown and largely outside the 
scrutiny of the public.” It recommended that efforts to 
improve safety be comprehensive, subjected to thorough 
outside peer review, unclassified and available to the pub- 
lic. Those recommendations have been ignored. 

With such an abominable safety and environmental re- 
cord in aging nuclear weapon production facilities, we, as a 
nation, have an opportunity and an obligation to re-evaluate 
our nuclear weapons policies. As we do so, we must remem- 
ber that the purpose of defense is to protect our nation and 
our values. Threats to the public health and radioactive 
contamination of our homeland hardly serves this purpose. 

As citizens, we have the right and the responsibility to 
demand that DOE disclose the nature and extent of all 
hazardous and radioactive releases into the environment, 
that the U.S. government provide financial support for 
epidemiologic studies assessing health effects to workers 
and the general public; and that DOE officials and contrac- 
tors submit to independent oversight of safety, environmen- 
tal, and technologic aspects of nuclear weapons production. 
It is time the fox stopped guarding the henhouse. 


DAA ee a 
Ken Lichtenstein, M.D., of Denver is chief of the 
Infectious Diseases Section of Rose Medical Center in 


-Denver and is a member of the Board of Physicians for 


Social Responsibility. 


4 


+ 


a ۲ 
۰۶0-32325۴0۷ 4-11-86) 
—_ 


in Reply, Please Refer to 


File No. 249-43 


FBI CASE STATUS FORM 


Date: 12/19/88 


Michael J. Norton, 1200 Byron G. Rogers Federal Building, Denver, Colorado 


(Name and Address of USA) 


(Signature of Official in Charge) 


To: 
From: Robert L. Pence, Denver 
(Name of Official in Charge and Field Division) 
me. Rockwell International Corporation 


(Name of Subject) 


Age Sex 


You are hereby advised of action authorized by__AUSA Kenneth R. Fimber 


on information submitted by Special Agent E! on 
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Request further investigation 
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Filing of complaint 
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of the Rocky Flats Plant is not considered a "Serious Crime." 
FBI Headquarters approved the aerial surveillance for infra-red 
imaging at the Rocky Flats Plant. On December 9, 1988, United 
States Attorney Michael J. Norton authored a prosecutive opinion 
about an aerial surveillance for documenting infra-red imaging 
at the Rocky Flats Plant and issued a prosecutive declination 

to the FBI for any alleged violation of Title 42, USC, Section 
2278 (b) in the course of carrying out a bona fide criminal 
investigation at the Rocky Flats Plant. 


On December 9, 1988, a review meeting was conducted on the 
Rocky Flats matter; Overflight briefing, Case update, Search 
Warrant time table and Grand Jury Status. 


involved FBI Agents b7C 


The overflight briefin 


was propose 
ances at the Rocky Flats Plant; 

a familiarity flight during the afternoon of December 9, 1988, 

a documented flight after dusk on December 9, 1988, and another 
documented flight after dusk on December 10, 1988. You concurred 
with the strategy and plan. Upon conclusion of the overflight 
briefing, the four above named FBI Agents exited the meeting. 


b2 
b7E 


The case update included lof the EPA, who commented م17‎ 
[exited the ۱ 


on recent inspections and his observations. 
meeting prior to discussing strategy and planning. 


The search warrant time table was planned as follows: progress 
with a rough draft during December 1988; present a dress rehearsal 
to United States Attorney Norton on January 6, 1989; and plan to 
execute the search warrant on January 23, 1989. 


Regarding the Grand Jury Status and an attempt to have a second 


Grand Jury empanelled for this case, United States Attorney 
Norton advised that the request is progressing. 
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The following investigation was conducted by sa | 56 
on December 9, 1988 and December 11, 1988 at Jefferson 
County, Colorado: 


On December 9, 198 i | vie 
سح‎ | provided an aeria 
overflig O e LATS PLANT from about 1:10 p.m. to about 
2:30 p.m. A second overflight was conducted from about 9:00 p.m. 
to about 11:45 p.m. The second flight was recorded on video- 
tape, utilizing the Forward Looking Infra-Red (FLIR) system. 


On December 10, 1988 a second FLIR documented 
overflight was conducted from about 9:00 p.m. to about 12:00 


midnight. The tape was secured on December 11, 1988 at about 
11:45 a.m. 
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rought into vivid focus issues that have been 

of deep concern to many people in this area. These — 

events include an episode in which three people imad- Indexing: & e 
vertently entered an area without the required pro- 
tective gear, leading to the temporary closure of 
building 771, and the decision in October by Idaho 
Gov. Cecil D. Andrus to refuse “any additional ship- 
ments of transuranic waste at the Idaho National En- 
gineering Laboratory. 

To begin with, 1 believe the closure of building 771 
Was prompted more by a desire on the part of DOE to 
demonstrate a new willingness and intention to be 
aggressive on environmental, health and safety is- 
sues, and by the accumulation of technical safety vio- 
lations over the last two years, than by the serious- 
ness of this one incident. 

It would be understandable for DOE to want to 
show that it can police itself, given the mounting 
pressure in Congress and in the public for an indepen- 
dent regulatory agency to oversee the nation’s nucle- 
ar plants. But I, for one, intend to continue working 
for passage of legislation like that I introduced last 

` year to set up an independent regulatory bedy to pro- 
tect the health and safety of plant workers, the gener- 
al public and the environment. 

Next, let me address the issues of what to do with 
the transuranic waste in existence today and what to 
do with the waste produced tomorrow. 

The situation we now face is the direct result of 
years of unconscionable neglect by the federal gov- 
ernment. We have known for years that we needed a 
permanent and safe method of disposing of transura- 
nic waste. But the current administration has 

. dragged its feet in developing a reasonable, workable 
and environmentally sound answer. As a result, we 
face the very real and immediate problem of what to- 
do with the waste accumulating at Rocky Flats. 0 
like to propose a three-step solution. 

First, I absolutely oppose any expanded storage at 
the plant. Instead, DOE should ship the waste to one 
of its other facilities which currently have the storage 
capacity to handle it. I understand that there are sev- 
eral DOE sites besides the Idaho National Engineer- 
ing Laboratory which may be able to accommodate 
the Rocky Flats waste. The department’s Pantex UY q ۳ 45 - ۷ 
plant in Texas is, I believe, the mostly likely choice, 
especially given its proximity to the New Mexico site 
where the waste eventually will end up. aw (su 
_ I oppose any increased storage at Rocky Flats for 
several reasons. Expanded storage at Rocky flats 
would require construction of a major new facility. 

This expense would not be necessary if we use exist- 

ing facilities at other plants. The construction of new 

storage capacity here also could open the door to 97 
long-term storage of these wastes at Rocky Flats and. Does 

Mgguid even encourage shipment of wastes from other 
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plants. It would make no sense to have the one DOE 
weapons plant closest to a major metropolitan area 
become a major storage site for transuranic waste. 
Second, the Rocky Flats weapons plant should im- 
mediately undertake a stepped-up program to reduce 
the volume of transuranic waste it generates. More 
careful planning and work practices can ease the 
problem of waste storage, wherever it is provided. 
DOE should accelerate its program to build a super- 
compactor for these solid wastes at Rocky Flats. 
Finally, to achieve a lasting solution to this prob- 


Plant in New Mexico. This legislation must contain 
all the provisions necessary to ensure that the site 
meets the highest standards for protection both of 
public health and safety and of the environment. 
These include all three of the amendments which I 
helped to get in the WIPP bill that was under consid- 
eration in the 100th Congress. They are: 

v Certification that the WIPP site is structurally 


mission that the shipping containers and vehicles in 
which the waste will be shipped are safe. 

Provision for federal assistance for adequate‏ ص 
emergency response planning and training in the‏ 
states through which the waste shipments will pass.‏ 

In addition, the WIPP legislation should include 
two new provisions now included in the bill consider- 


tal impact statement covering the proposed methods 
of transporting waste to the WIPP site. 

v The provision of highway construction and re- 
pair funds for states through which waste shipments 
would pass, as well as for New Mexico. 

Because many of these issues fall within the juris- 
diction of the Committee on Public Works and Trans- 
portation, on which I serve, I intend to see that Colo- 
rado’s interests are protected in this manner. 

No issue, or solution, involving the Rocky Flats 
plant is simple. That’s why Governor Romer and 1 
appointed the Rocky Flats Environmental Monitoring 
Council to thoroughly review the facts and offer time- 
ly advice to us and the community ۶ appropriate 
policy to protect our health and environment. 


David Skaggs represents Colorado's 2nd Congressional visrios ff 
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Denver Post Wire Services 

WASHINGTON 一 President 
Reagan said Thursday that none of 
the government's nuclear plants 
that have been closed for safety 
reasons would be reopened until 
the government was sure there 
would be “no danger.” 

The Rocky Flats Plant north- 
west of Denver has been partially 
shut down for work on its plutoni- 
um reprocessing facility. The 
building js scheduled to reopen in 
January; Other plants in Ohio and 

North Carolina have been shut 
down completely for safety rea- 
SONS. 

At what was expected to be his 
final news conference as president, 
Reagan was asked whether he had 
not left the Bush administration 
with a serious burden on this score. 
He replied: “No, we're working on 
that” and Bush “will have to con- 
tinue.” 

During the news conference, 


q 


the 
Gorbachev as a new type of Soviet 
leader who had made possible bet- 
ter relations between the super- 
powers. 0 ; 

Reagan also said he views the 

Soviet Union as less threatening 
than he feared eight years ago 
when he spoke harshly of a nation 
whose leaders would willingly com- 
mit crimes to pursue their goal of 
world domination. 

“I think he (Gorbachev) realizes 
that their massive buildup has 
been responsible for the great eco- 
nomic crisis that. he faces there in 
the Soviet U nion,”-Réagan said, 

Reagan said his changed. view 
was more’ the result of changes in 
the Soviet leadership: than in his 


oviet Union, praising Mikhail 0 


away from the expansionism that 

Reagan has frequently denounced 
in the past. : 

+ “There is evidence that they 
doy't like being the pariah; that 
they want to join the,family of na- 
tions,” the president said. 
< Asked about what he thinks Gor- 
Hachev’s chances are for surviving 
internal resistance, the president 
said that the Soviet leader is “bat: 
tiing a bureaucracy,” which is like- 
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ly to resist his efforts to change the 
country. But, the president, said: 
. t's very evident that the people 
ûf the Soviet Union are on his 


` Asked whether the Soviet Union 
sand the United States would ever 
“he allies again; as they were j 


World War II, Reagan said he 

* hoped so but that it would depend 
on whether the Soviets truly aban- 

` don expansionist notions of world 
domination. of, ss 

The 35-minute news conference 
in the East Room, Reagan’s fourth 
formal news conference this year, 
produced no startling revelations. 

On the nuclear safety issue, Rea- 
gan said “We will not allow those 
plants to reopen” until they pose 
‘no safety hazard. “It just has to be 
cold turkey,” he added. 

“I don’t think that we can be 
blamed for the deterioration that 
. certainly began long before we 
: were here.” 

Reagan turned aside suggestions 
that the massive federal deficit ac- 
i cumulated under his eight years in 


cuts his administration supported. 
“One canpot say all of this hap- 
pened because we cut taxes, the 
president said, citing deficits that 
occurred during the many years 
Congress has been controlled by 
Democrats. “We inherited deficit 
spending that was. built into gov- 
. ernment,” he said. P 
~ Reagan said he would be “deep- 
ly disturbed” if ی بای‎ 
George Bush reneges on nis prom- 
Bê nel to raise taxes and added, “I 
an E hits going to happen. 


BTC 


FB1/DOJ 


The budget can be balanced by 
1993 under plans the Reagan ad- 
ministration has devised, and the 
next administration will not “have 
to-touch Socia] Security and raise 
taxes,” he said, > 

he believes 


9 قال‎ contra rebels 


in Nicaragua as strongly as he has. 


Reagan also repeated his sup- 
port for Secretary of State George 
Shultz's decision to deny Palestine 
Liberation Organization leader 
Yasser Arafat a visa to permit him 
to address the United Nations. 
Reagan described Arafat's latest 
statements as unsatisfactory. 


The president said that although 
the PLO leader has made state- 
ments supporting Israel’s Tight to 
exist and denouncing terrorism, 
Arafat “left openings for himself” 
that he would allow him to retreat 
from those positions. Supporting 
Israel’s right to exist and renounc- 
ing terrorism are two conditions 
the United States has Said the PLO 
must meet before this nation will 
meet with the organization. 


ai 
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SUBJECTS UNGUBS? HEA ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL CORPORATIONS ROCKY 
FLATS PLANT? GOLDEN: COLORADOS TOXIC WASTE MATTERS PUBLIC 
CORRUPTION MATTER? OO: DENVER 

RE DENVER ASAC THOMAS Je COYLE‘’S TELCAL TO SECTION CHIEF 
LARRY POTTS ON DECEMBER 21y 1758. 

ON DECEMBER 9, 1988, DURING A JOINT FRI-EFA INVESTIGATIVE 


CONFERENCE: DENVER ACTING UNITED STATES ATTORNEY? MICHAEL fe 
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NORTON CONCURRED WITH THE TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF JANUARY 23» 198°? 
AS A TARGET DATE FOR THE EXECUTION A SEARCH WARRANT AT THE ROCKY 
FLATS PLANT. DURING THE MEETING; ACTING Ue 5o ATTORNEY NORTON 
ADVISED OF HIS INTENT TO MEET WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL THORNBURGE 
DURING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 16, 19389. ALSO PRESENT DURING THE 
MEETING WAS ATTORNEY PETER J. MURTHA OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES 
SECTION, LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE (DOJ); WHO ADVISED THAT HE WOULD RE PROVIDING A SUMMARY 
MEMORANDUM TO ROGER J. MARZULLAs ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL» LAND 
AND NATURAL RESOURCE DIVISION OF THE DOJ. THE FOLLOWING SUCCINCT 
SUMMARY SHOULD ASSIST THE BUREAU IN THE EVENT THAT THE UOJ 
REQUIRES A DISCUSSION OF THE FROFOSED SEARCH WARRANT AT THE ROCKY 
FLATS PLANT. 

INTRODUCTION: 

THE JOINT FRI-EFA CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY (DOE) NUCLEAR WEAPONS FACILITY OPERATED BY ROCKWELL 
INTERNATIONAL CORFORATION AT THE ROCKY FLATS PLANT: GOLDEN» 
COLORADO: IS NEARING THE POINT WHERE SUFFICIENT PROBABLE CAUSE 
HAS BEEN GATHERED TO SUPFORT THE EXECUTION OF A CRIMINAL SEARCH 


WARRANT. SPECIFICALLY; THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 


A SS 


(USAQ); IN DENVER; HAS TENTATIVELY SET JANUARY 23» 1989 AS THE 
DATE UPON WHICH IT WILL PROCEED WITH THE WARRANT. IN VIEW OF THE 
APPARENT KNOWING ENVIRONMENTAL MISCONDUCT ANI CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST AT THE ROCKY FLATS PLANT; DOJ AGREES THAT PURSUING 6 
SEARCH WARRANT IS A REASONABLE COURSE OF ACTION. 

ALTHOUGH DOJ BELIEVES THAT A COURT WOULD FIND THAT ROCKWELL 
WOULD HAVE A LOW EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY; DOJ IS NOU WORKING 
CLOSELY WITH THE USAG IN ASSESSING THE INFORMATION GATHERED TO 
UATE IN ORDER TO FASHION THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE WARRANT. JT NOW 
APPEARS THAT THERE 15 SUFFICIENT PROBABLE CAUSE UNDER A VARTETY 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND TITLE 18 STATUES TO SUFFORT THE SEARCH OF 
NUMEROUS BUILDINGS IN VARIOUS FARTS OF THE GROUNDS AT ROCKY 
FLATS. THE IDEA UNDERLYING THE WARRANT IS TO PROVIDE SPECIFIC 

THE THRUST OF THE SEARCH WOULD BE TO FINO OUT WHAT ROCKWELL 
IS ACTUALLY DOING WITH THE WASTE IT IS MANAGING: HY EXAMINING 
HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT IN THE RELEVANT BUILOINGS: AND TAKING 
SAMPLES FROM TANKS: DRUMS» AND OTHER STORAGE AND TREATMENT UNITS 
AS NECESSARY.  ADQITIONALLY; RELEVANT DOCUMENTS WOULD BE 


GATHERED. THIS APPROACH IS WARRANTED FOR AT LEAST TWO REASONS ¢ 
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1) عنم‎ AND ROCKWELL HAVE DECLARED MUCH OF THE PLANT 
OFF-LIMITS TO EPA AND STATE INSPECTORS» DESPITE HAZARDOUS WASTE 
MANAGEMENT GOING ON IN THOSE AREAS. 

2) IN VIEW OF AT LEAST TWO CLEAR INSTANCES OF FALSE 
STATEMENTS EXHIBITED AT ROCKY FLATS» ANYTHING SHORT OF A SURFRISE 
SEARCH COULD RESULT IN A COVER-UP OF ILLEGAL ENVIRONMENTAL. 
PRACTICES OR THE DESTRUCTION GR CONCEALMENT OF DOCUMENTS o 

AN ATTEMPT WOULD ALSO BE MADE TO INTERVIEW AS MANY WORKERS 
AS FOSSTELE BEFORE ROCKWELL HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO SILENCE ITS 
EMPLOYEES. IT IS FURTHER ANTICIFATED THAT A LIMITED AMOUNT OF 
SAMELING WOULD BE DONE OF OUTIIOOR TREATMENT» STORAGE» ANTS 
CISFOSAL UNITS» BUT THAT THE FOCUS WOULD BE SQUARELY ON CURRENT 
ANI NOY HISTORICAL PROBLEMS. THE TASK AT HAND IS SUFFICIENTLY 
LARGE THAT IT IS ANTICIFATED THAT APFROXIMATELY 40 TO SO FBI ۷۵ 
ومع‎ SPECIAL AGENTS WOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE EXECUTION OF THE 
WARRANT: IN ADDITION TO APFROXIMATELY 13 TECHNICAL PERSONNEL o 
THE EXECUTION OF THE WARRANT WOULD BE ANTICIPATED TO LAST 
AF PROXIMATELY 10 DAYS. 

BACKGROUNT S 

ROCKY FLATS IS APPROXIMATELY A 69550 ACRE FACILITY» WITH 


Referral/c 
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OVER 100 BUILDINGS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 16 MILES NORTHEAST OF 


DENVER: ALTHOUGH THE FACILITY IS OWNED BY + THE PLANT HAS 


BEEN OPERATED SINCE 197% BY ROCKWELL. [| | 


DOE 


ALTHOUGH ROCKY FLATS HAS BEEN IN THE NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT A 
GREAT DEAL OVER THE LAST YEAR FOR A VARIETY OF PROBLEMS? PERHAPS 
THE PRIMARY ISSUE WHICH HAS OCCUPTER THE ATTENTION OF THE ۵ 
HAS BEEN THE ON-SITE ACCUMULATION OF TRANSURANIC CRADIDACTIVES 
WASTE SINCE THE DECISION OF GOVERNOR CECIL ANDRUS GF IDAHO TO NO 
LONGER ALLOW THE SHIPMENT OF RADIOACTIVE WASTE TO IDARO FOR 
LISFOSAL. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION OF ROCKY FLATS HAS NOT FOCUSED 
ON THAT MATTER? HOWEVER, IT APPEARS THAT THERE MAY BE A KNOWING 
VIOLATION OF THE INTERIM STATUS REQUIREMENTS FOR STORAGE OF MIXED 
HAZARDOUS WASTE. MIXED WASTE INCLUDE RATIOACTIVE AND HAZARTIOUS 
WASTE e 


FATHER» INVESTIGATION HAS FOCUSED ON A SERIES OF APPARENT 
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(RCRA) AND THE CLEAN WATER ACT (CWA) WHICH INDICATES THAT THE 
STATUES HAVE BEEN DELIBERATELY VIGLATED ON A WIDE SPREAD BASIS. 
SOME OF THE MATTERS UNDER INVESTIGATION: SUCH AS GROUNDWATER 
MONITORING AND CONTAMINATION; HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT OF RECENT 
MEDIA ATTENTION. FOR EXAMPLE, DURING THE WEER OF DECEMBER 57 
19887 STORIES APPEARED PROMINENTLY CONCERNING THE DOE REPORT 
RANKING THE GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION AT ROCKY FLATS NS THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEM DOE 15 CURRENTLY MANAGING 
NATIONWIDE + 

BASIS FOR THE SEARCH WARRANTS 

BECAUSE OF THE NEED FOR SECRECY IN VIEW OF THE ANTICIPATED 
SEARCH WARRANT» THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN VERY LIMITED 
IN WHO COULD BE APPROACHED TO INTERVIEW IN ORDER TO SUPEL Y 


PROBABLE CAUSE. AS A RESULT: THE PROBABLE CAUSE GATHERED TO DATE 
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24881 SECTION CHIEF LARRY POTTS» WCCS 


SUBJECT? UNSUES? DRA ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION» 


FLATS PLANT; GOLDEN, COLORADOS TOXIC WASTE MATTERS PUBLIC 


CORRUPTION MATTER? OCF DENVER 


ROCKY 


4) RECENT INFRARED AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY OF THE SITE SHOWING 


WASTE HANDLING ACTIVITIES: 


SEVERAL INTERVIEWS OF 


۳ 


BZD 
B/C 


INTERVIEWING SHORTLY BEFORE THE BIE 
SEARCH WARRANT WOULD OCCUR. 

CURRENTLY: THE PRIMARY VIOLATIONS WHICH WOULD BE ALLEGED TN 
THE WARRANT INCLUDES 

RCRA GROUNDWATER MONITORING:‏ رم 

NOE ANT ROCKWELL HAVE KNOWN FOR MANY YEARS THAT ROCKY FLATS 
HAS HAD SERIOUS GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION FROM HAZARDOUS WASTE? 
CRIMARILY FROM ITS SOLAR EVAPORATION FONDS IN AREAS WHERE MIXED 
RADIOACTIVE WASTES WERE BURIED. ROCKY FLATS HAS HISTORICALLY 
USED م‎ LIMITED NUMBER OF OUTMODED ANG IMPROPERLY PLACED 
GROUNDWATER MONITORING WELLS, ORIGINALLY DESIGNED ۵ MEASURE 
RADIOACTIVITY RATHER THAN HAZARDOUS WASTE CONSTITUENTS ۰ 

THIS PROBLEM WAS PERHAPS MOST ACUTE NEAR THE SOLAR 
EVAPORATION FONDS: WHERE THE WELLS WERE UF TO 600 FEET FROM THE 
PONDS; RATHER THAN AT THE EDGE OF THE FONDS AS REQUIRED BY THE 


REGULATIONS. SOME OF THE WELLS WERE CONTAMINATED WITH SALTS» 


GIVING IMPROPER READINGS 


DOE 
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LY 18 ANTICIPATED THAT PROBABLE CAUSE WOULD BE AUGMENTED BY 
Referral/Consult 
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DOE 


THE SEARCH WARRANT STRATEGY WILL INCLUDE LOCATING FURTHER 
DOCUMENTS SUFFORTING THE KNOWING NATURE OF THESE CERTIFICATIONS» 


ANT BY INTERVIEWING INDIVIDUALS DIRECTLY RESFPONSTOLE FOR THE 
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GROUNTWATER MONITORING. 
RCRA ILLEGAL STORAGE: 
ROCKY FLATS HAS HAD NUMERGUS INSTANCES OF KNOWING ILLEGAL 

STORAGE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE. Referral/Consult 
BERYLLIUM STORAGE? IN ITS MANUFACTURING PROCESS? ROCKWELL | 


UTILIZES LARGE AMOUNTS OF BERYLLIUMs WHICH IT MACHINES INTO | 


DESIRED CONFIGURATIONS» 


EPA 


b7C 


ROCKY FLATS» THE BERYLLTUM‏ | ا 


DUST IN BUILDING 444 WAS SO THICK THAT IT HAD LITERALLY DRIFT ED 


EPA 
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LIKE SNOW ON THE WALLS AND IN THE VENTILATION SYSTEM, ACCORDING 


ma | AT LEAST ONE WORKER WAS APPARENTLY b7C 


STRICKEN WITH BERYLLIOSIS. ROCKWELL HAS NEVER APPLIED FOR A 


PERMIT TO TREAT: STORE, OR DISPOSE OF BERYLLTUM DUST. THERE FORE f 


THE BERYLLIUM IS OUTSIDE INTERIM STATUS: AND ITS HANDLING 
Re 
WNFPERMITTED. 


IS 
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Referral/Consult 


EPA 


INFORMATION, DURING DECEMBER, م1988‎ THE FRI HAS CONDUCTED THREE 
NIGHT SURVEILLANCES WITH NIGHTSTALKER. THE INFRARED RECORDINGS 
MALE AS A RESULT OF THE AERIAL SURVEILLANCES INDICATE THAT THAT 
BUILDING 772 18 IN OFERATION. FURTHER INTERPRETATIONS AND 


EXAMINATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED BY THE EFA TO VERIFY THE STATUS OF 


BUTLIING 771. 


FURTHER 


ALLEGES AT THE ROCKY FLATS PLANT THE OTHER 
INCINERATOR IN BUILDING 774» FOR WHICH ROCKWELL HAS APPLIED FOR 
AN RERA PERMIT: WAS USED TO DESTROY WASTE FROM OTHER DOE PLANTS 
ANT PRIVATE BUSINESSES. THIS INFORMATION IS UNCONFIRMED AT THIS 


POINT. ROCKWELL NEVER APPLIED FOR A PERMIT FOR SUCH ACTIVITY. 


q ما ممما‎ se] 
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TE TRUE; THIS ALLEGATION WOULD BE AMONG THE MOST SERTOUS FOUND TO 
DATE BECAUSE IT WOULD MEAN ROCKWELL HAD TEL. TBERATELY 
4ISREPRESENTEL THE SCOPE OF ITS ACTIVITY TO EPA AND COULD 
INDICATE THAT IT WAS RUNNING AN ILLEGAL BUSINESS ON THE SIGE, OUT 
OF A GOVERNMENT- OWNED FACILITY» 

ILLEGAL DISCHARGES UNDER THE CLEAR WATER ACT: 


ROCKWELL HAS A WATER PERMIT WHICH COVERS ALL FERMISSTELE 


DISCHARGES FROM THE | 
$.) زو زو‎ ۹ b2 


EPA 
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EPA 


REGARDING THE TOXIC SUBSTANCE CONTROL 


ACT VIOLATIONS INVOLVING FCE “Sy, INVESTIGATION HAS REVEALED THAT ۸۵ 


POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST HAS OCCURRED SINCE DOE UTILIZED Á 
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ane ATTORNEY TO DEFEND ROCKWELL IN A EPA CIVIL MATTER. IN 19087 
TWO HIGH RANKING DOE OFFICIALS TESTIFIED BEFORE CONGRESS THAT HCE 
JAS NOT AWARE THAT ONE OF ITS EMPLOYEES WAS UTILIZED TO DEFEND 
ROCKWELL IN AN EFA CIVIL MATTER. 

OTHER ISSUES + 

TIMING? 

THE PRIMARY INVESTIGATIVE GOAL 15 TO HAVE THE SEARCH WARRANT 
TN FINAL DRAFT NO LATER THAN JANUARY ós 198%, THE ACTING UNITED 
STATES ATTORNEY IN DENVER, MICHAEL J. NORTON: AND ASSISTANT 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY; KENNETH Re FIMRERG» ARE FLANNINMG ON 
TRAVELING TO WASHINGTON D; مع‎ AND DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH ROGER 
MARZULILLAr ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL» LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
UIVISTON: DOJ, THE ANTICIPATED MEETING OF JANUARY 10 OR JANUARY 
Ll» 1989) WILL BE NECESSARY TO BRIEF ATTORNEY GENERAL ونا‎ 
ON THIS MATTER IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE INVESTIGATION 
AND TO PROPOSE A SPECIAL NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE REGARDING 
EXECUTION OF THE WARRANTS 

NOTIFICATION OF SECRETARY OF ENERGY: 

DENVER ACTING UNITED STATES ATTORNEY NORTON 5 CURRENTLY 


CONSIDERING FROFOSING TO ATTORNEY GENERAL THORNBURGH THAT JUST 
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PRIOR TO THE EXECUTION OF THE WARRANT AT THE ROCKY FLATS PLANT r 
ATTORNEY GENERAL THORNBURGH WOULD CONTACT SECRETARY OF ENERGY 


HARRINGTON COR HIS SUCCESSOR IF AFTER JANUARY 20% 1989) TO TNF ORM 


WITH THE SEARCH. 

SECURITY CLEARANCES > THE ROCKY FLATS PLANT IS A HIGHLY 
RESTRICTED AREA REQUIRING A SPECIAL SECURITY CLEARANCE WHICH ARE 
NOT READILY ORTAINABLE BY UOJ GR EPA PERSONNEL FRELIMINARY 
CONTACT WITH THE SECURITY PROGRAMS UNIT, RMI INDICATES THAT THE 
موه‎ CLEARANCE REQUIRED BY DOE FOR ACCESS IS; IN ESSENCE, ۵ TOF 
SECRET CLEARANCE WITH A NON-DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT CONCERNING 5 
FACILITIES. THE DENVER DIVISION IS CURRENTLY IDENTIFYING THOSE 
AGENTS WHO WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN THE SEARCH SO THAT THE HOE 
NON-DISCLOSURE FORMS CAN BE EXECUTED IN ADVANCE OF THE 
SEARCH: SO THAT THE "Q* CLEARANCE CAN BE OBTAINED. IN THIS 
REGARD IT 18 NOTED THAT NORMALLY DOE GRANTS THE CLEARANCE? 
HOWEVER, IN THIS INSTANCE; AN APPROVAL MECHANISM BEYOND THR 
SEPARATE FROM COE MUST BE UTILIZE, ACCORDINGLY» THE SECURT TY 
PROGRAMS UNIT» RM VIA LIAISON WITH THE SUBSTANTIVE DESK IN THIS 
MATTER, IS BEING REQUESTED TO EXPLORE FOSSTBLE ALTERNATIVES TO 
ET 
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THE "OG" CLEARANCE APPROVAL PROCESS PERHAPS THROUGH THE 
INTELLIGENCE OVERSIGHT OFFICE OR DOJ. 


THE DENVER OFFICE WILL APPRISE THE BUREAU OF ANY NEW 


ا 


DEVELOPMENTS OR CHANGES IN THE ABOVE DESCRIBED SCHEDULE: ANT 
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STRATEGY TO NOTIFY THE DOE/OFFICE OF INSPECTOR G ENERAL IN A 
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‘Flats safety check turns up — 
32 new problems, 6 serious 


By Alan Gottlieb 
Denver Post Staff Writer 


Thirty-two new safety problems 


. at Rocky Flats, six of them requir- 


ing immediate attention, were 
found during a just-completed, 
comprehensive inspection of the 
nuclear weapons plant by the De- 
partment of Energy, ۱ 

The six serious deficiencies re- 
portedly include ‘inadequate train- 
ing and qualification programs for 
workers who handle plutonium, 
and poorly managed operations in 
one building not involved in plutoni- 
um fabrication. - 

However, none of the 85 viola- 
tions cited in a March review of 
one plútonium operations building 
reappeared in the most recent in- 
spection, according to Ed Heinz, 
spokesman for Rockwell Interna- 
tional, the plant operator. 

The absence of repeat problems 
shows plant operations have im- 
proved, Heinz said. Previous safe- 


ty. have been highly" criti- 


ey bos 


cal of Rockwell management be- 
cause safety problems remained 


unsolved months after they were’ 


uncovered. 

“The team leader said we had 
made extensive progress in ad- 
dressing past issues, and we were 
certainly optimistic about that,” 
Heinz said. 

But Richard ‘Starostecki, a top 
department health and safety offi- 


Cial, said the preliminary inspec- 


tion results, revealed to plant offi- 
cials during a meeting last Friday, 
can't yet be taken as the depart- 
ment's official position. A final re- 
port will be issued within 60 days. 
Meanwhile, pressing questions 
about both the short- and long-term 
future of Rocky Flats could be an- 
swered by week's end. ; 
At stake are 6,000 jobs, more 
than $100 million in locally purchas- 
ed goods and services, and the fu- 
ture of the 6,550-acre plant site, 
parts of which are. dangerously pol- 
luted with y. e 


substances 


` and hazardous chemicals. 


A department report scheduled 
to be released late this week re- 
portedly will call for closing Rocky 
Flats sometime before 2010. Some 
$50 billion would be spent over the 
next 22 years cleaning up contami- 
nation at Rocky Flats and other 
weapons plants. 

Fabrication of plutonium compo- 
nents for the nation’s nuclear arse- 
nal would be moved elsewhere, 
perhaps to the Idaho National En- 
gineering Laboratory near Idaho 
Falls. : 

Although word of the report’s 
general contents has leaked out, 
the document itself is being closely 


held by top Energy Department of- 
ficials and Embers of the Nation- 
al Security @buncil. It is due to be 


released to the Houge And Senate 
Armed Services committe» on 
Thursday, but that release could be 
delayed by several days as cost es- 
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Governors, feds meet | 


Friday on waste crisis 


FLATS from Page 1-A 


timates are reworked. 

Of more pressing concern is a 
solution to the radioactive waste 
crisis at Rocky Flats that, if not 
solved, could close the plant tem- 
porarily sometime next spring. 
Govs. Roy Romer of Colorado, 
Cecil Andrus of Idaho and Garrey 
Carruthers of New Mexico will 
meet Friday in Salt Lake City with 
top Energy Department officials to 
discuss the crisis. 

The waste problem is caused by 
the delayed opening of the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant in southern 
New Mexico. A group of Environ- 
mental Protection Agency officials 
visited the site Tuesday, hoping to 
learn how close the facility is to 
meeting environmental regula- 


tions. Latest estimates have the 
plant opening in June at the earli- 
est. 


Andrus has banned all waste 
shipments from Colorado to Idaho 
until the waste plant opens. Waste 
is accumulating at Rocky Flats, 
and Romer has vowed to shut the 
plant once it hits its maximum al- 
lowed storage capacity. 


Romer and Andrus met sepa- 
rately last month with Energy De- 
partment officials and were frus- 
trated that no storage alternatives 
were presented during those ses- 
sions. 


A department official said Tues- 
day that a high-level team is 
“working like hell” to develop con- 
crete proposals for Friday’s meet- 
ing. 
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[| The following investigation was conducted by SA 


on December 15, 1988, at Jefferson County, Colorado: 


On December 15, 1988, Special A > ابي‎ b7C 
provided an aeria 


over-flight o e ROCKY FLATS PLANT from about 9:00 p.m. to 
about 11:30 p.m. The over-flight was recorded on videotape, 
utilizing the FORWARD LOOKING INFRA-RED (FLIR) SYSTEM. 


The videotape from the over-flights on December 9, 
1988, and December 15, 1988, were secured at about 11:30 p.m. 
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Memorandum 


To : Date 12/19/88 
SAC, DENVER (249-43) (P) 


From : 
a71 


Subject : 
UNSUBS, dba 
Rockwell International Corp., 
Rocky Flats Plant, 
Golden, Colorado; 


TWM; 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION MATTER 
00: DENVER 


On 12/13/88, L ] EPA Region VIII, telephone 

was contacted about providing an infra-red video 
interpretation to color photograph analysis and infra-red video 
digitalization to still format photographic analysis of the Rocky 


Flats Plant. was advised that the aerial surveillance was 
at night, utilizing 
e Forwar oking Infra- R) system. The black and white 


video shows thermally active areas in white. 


advised that the photo interpretation unit at 
the EPA Environmental Monitoring Systems _Laboratory (EMSL) in Las 
Vegas, Nevada would forward the info The EMSL contact is 
telephone (FTS). as advised that the 
video interpretation hotograph may be available in 
report form by 1/3/89, and the video digitalization would not be 
ready until March or April, 1989. 


admonished about the confidential nature of‏ اس 
this request and the identity of the target. He advised that the‏ 
via U. S.‏ هوه above request and cover letter would be‏ 


Postal Service Express Mail, by 12/14/88 was provided 
with the following: 


(2) IA 


SS 多 一 052 
E 省 


DIC 


PZC 


b2 | 
b7E 


Ae 


aa 


3 
i 


o 


One Maxell VHS format videotape with reference 
4249-43. 


One copy of the Surface Draining drawing. 
One copy of the Discharge Points drawing. 


One copy of the facility's building locations with 
numeric identifier. 


A two page copy of the USGS topo map for the 
target area. 


Copies of the items two through five have been attached 
as a portion of this report. 


as asked to convey the following eight (8) 


points as a basis of the interpretation: 


1. 


2. 


1 e Point, B-4, shows hot (unite) | | nor 
Referral/Consult 


Drainage from 


The hot stack adjacent to building 771; whether the 
stack is emitting (operational) and how hot is the 
interior of the stack. 


Building 443| ا[‎ 
how hot are the stacks in comparison to 771. 


Are there sufficient thermal readings to indicate 
that buildings 776, 701, 376, 371, and 121 are 
operating incinerators? If stacks are present, 
relate their condition expressed in terms of 
readable thermal emissions. 


Further describe the pipes with thermal emissions, 
in the areas of 371, 221, and 224. Are the pipes 
underground and/or leaking? 


In the area of 881; describe the thermal conditions 
of the stack(s) and pipelines. 


Please review for further leaking pipes, conditions 
of drainage and any other articulable discrepancies 
of unmitigated discharges. 
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AERIAL PHOTO/REMOTE SENSING REQUEST 


Please provide the following information to aid in the timely and 
efficient acquisition and analysis of aerial photographs and 
preparation reports. 


1. Region ZIL. Division 252 Request Date: 12/14/68 
Ji Reason For Study To Locate ab Lo) له‎ Pi fens (bork DIC 


Gbove- mad tarden ۱ MW ft Chet wre? le hal et Y 


4. Site Name__ Rocky /za 了 Plant EPA S/S 10+ : 
Alternate names used: 


5. City, County, State Dmur Jefferson ea 


6. Quad sheet showing site location (USGS - please attach) 
Louisville ¿Lo 
7. Legislative Authority 


CERCLA [NPL 4 J 

RCRA 

RCRA Enforcement 

Clean Water Act 

SPCC 

Other 

< Use in Litigation (Estimated Date) /-37-"/ 


Comments: Linve sti eters (FOL Nec | e o ۰ A Sas Peet lle se | 
E Pech NAAA 
7 GT vides dp Batt FETT AT 


8۰ Analysis Requirements ¡2407 ۲۳۵ بو‎ 
a. Current Photos: Weed vag by 3/31187. No 


The video Ò a نوم ی عم‎ of Mish? a مولي مرت‎ Laat 5 
A صصص‎ | O 
Historical Photos ya 5 
Study period (e.g., 1936-1985) 

Number of Photo coverage dates (e.g., every 5 years) 


Specific years 
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Focus of analysis (major as) See IST مور‎ Pets 1 Aller, 
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10. 


۰ الى 


Please attach background information about the site (such as 
specific environmental problems, kind of activity, brief 
history, etc.). Include sources of information. 
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AERIAL PHOTO/REMOTE SENSING REQUEST 


Please provide the following information to aid in the timely and 
efficient acquisition and analysis of aerial photographs and 
preparation reports. 


Region _ ZIU. Division ESO Request Date: (2//¢/6% 


Reason For Study To 1 eeste active eto) له‎ Pifimy (bert 


Gbove- mad سره وسم دی‎ Jw tt Thug سد‎ hal من و‎ Y 
Site Name Rocky platt Plant EPA S/S ID#: 


Alternate names used: 


City, County, State Dowuor TeYorren 22 


Quad sheet showing site location (USGS - please attach) 
louis lle Ce 
Legislative Authority 


CERCLA [NPL 4 ] 

RCRA 

RCRA Enforcement 

Clean Water Act 

SPCC 

Other 

一 Use in Litigation (Estimated Date) /-37-?/ 


Comments: Live sfiy-tors (COLANE) Sip cer ae. SasfecT ¡teja ( 
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Current Photos: Meet vag by 3/3182. No 
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Study period (e.g., 1936-1985) 
Number of Photo coverage dates (e.g., every 5 years) 
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Please attach background information about the site (such as 
specific environmental problems, kind of activity, brief 
history, etc.). Include sources of information. 
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Memorandum 


SAC, DENVER (249-43)(P) 12/23/88 
To : Date 


BIC 
>] 
From 3 


. UNSUBS, dba 
Subject: Rockwell International Corporation, 
Rocky Flats Plant, 
Golden, Colorado; 
TWM; 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION MATTER; 
00: DENVER 


Re my memo of 12/19/88. b7C 


On 12/20/88] Jos the EPA, EMSL, P. O. Box 
93478, Las Vegas, Nevada, 89193-3478, telephone|  frrs) 
was telephonically contacted.[_____ þdvised that he could utilize 
the two additional FLIR overflights of the ROCKY FLATS PLANT on 
12/9/88, and 12/15/88. As a result of the telephone 
conversation, was provided with the three following items: 


1. One VHS video copy of the 12/9/88, overflight at 
ROCKY FLATS PLANT. 


2. One VHS video copy of the 12/15/88, overflight at 
ROCKY FLATS PLANT. 


3. Copy of a sequential list of building with 
operations list. Referral/Consult 


The 12/9/88 tape starts with a FLIR view of 


oe 43-217 سب‎ 


to ATI 


on 
(2) 44414 E 


DN 249-43 
eferral/Consult 
| o] 
The roof structures] | indicate 


thermally active. 


The third enclosure identifies the operations of a 
building. The comments in parentheses are personal notes as 
well as the segregated right column. 
b7C 
was also advised that the 12/15/88 overflight was 
simultaneously recorded in super VHS format. 
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By Mark Obmascik 
Denver Post Environment Writer 

Safety dangers at the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons factory 
have been blown out of proportion, 
Sen. Bill Armstrong said Friday. 

“My impression is that there has 
been a tremendous amount of dem- 
agoguery in connection with Hoey 
Flats,” said 
Armstrong, 
Colorado’s se- 
nior senator. 
“While there 
undoubtedly 
are some prob- 
lems there, it’s 
been my im- 
pression that in 
many cases the 
real extent of 
the danger has 
been exagger- Armstrong 
ated.” 

In an interview on KRMA-TV’s 
“State of Colorado” show, Arm- 
strong repeatedly downplayed 
‘health risks at the U.S. Energy De- 
partment plant northwest of Den- 
ver. 

Stockpiles of low-level radioac- 
tive wastes have been building up 
at Rocky Flats since Idaho Gov. 
Cecil Andrus barred further ship- 
ments into his state. Andrus was 


Flats risk exaggerated, 
Sen. Armstrong says 


upset over major delays in the 
planned opening of the Energy De- 
partment’s radioactive waste dis- 
posal site near Carlsbad, N.M. 

But Armstrong said Andrus was 
“way off base.” Shipments of low- 
level radioactivity don’t imperil 
citizens, the senator maintained. 

“Those things don’t explode,” 
Armstrong said. “They're not real- 
ly radioactive as they travel down 
the highways, and compared with 
moving volatile substances like 


gasoline or liquid natural gas or 


some of the highly toxic chemicals, 
they really don’t pose that kind of a 


danger.” 


Describing the nuclear power in- 


dustry as “unduly restricted,” 


Armstrong lamented continued 
shutdowns of commercial atomic 
rgy plants across the nation. 


own feeling is that the 


Discussing another giant pollut- 
ed military installation near Den- 
ver, Armstrong said the U.S. Army 
shouldn't be forced to make the 27- 
square-mile Rocky Mountain Arse- 
nal clean enough for commercial 
or residential development. 
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By JANET DAY 


News Environmental Writer 


National security issues, rather 


than safety or environmental con- 
cerns, prompted last week's De- 
partment of Energy offer to help 
western states control pollution 
from nuclear weapon plants. 

The offer came after Friday's 
“Salt Lake City summit conference 
between federal officials and Govs. 
Roy Romer of Colorado, Cecil An- 
drus of Idaho and Garrey Car- 
ruthers of New Mexico. 


For two months, the governors 
have coupled concerns about work- 
er and public safety with environ- 
mental damage from the weapons 
plants in calling for an answer to 
the growing waste disposal crisis. 


But after a three-hour session 
Friday, the governors said they 
now agreed that closing the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons plant be- 
cause of waste-disposal problems 
would jeopardize national security. 


“We discussed classified infor- - 
mation that convinced me, and ۰ 


believe the other governors, that 


itv in the United 


States demands that we do not 
close down Rocky Fiats at this 
point in time,” Andrus said. “For 
that reason, we have agreed that 
we will do what we can to see that 
Rocky Flats is not shut down.” 


Romer, who said he had long 
been aware of Rocky Flats’ status 
` in the weapons production system, 
said Friday’s meeting resulted in 
“the recognition of, the national se- 
curity interest of Recky Flats. It is 
absolutely essential that it stay 
open.” a 
The Jefferson County facility is 
the nation’s only producer of pluto- 
nium triggers for nuclear weapons. 
The plant also extraets reusable 
ptutenium. from contaminated 
fipiment, but that part of the 
GER 2 


Without Rocky Flats, aging 
“weapons could not be refurbished 


or replaced, DOE officials told the 
governors. 

Romer. has threatened to close . 
the facility if waste is allowed to 
pile up. l 

DOE Deputy Secretary Joseph 
Salgado on Friday promised to find 
a way to keep the facility open 


without expanding waste storage. 
Rocky Flats has enough ros 
space to last until sometime this 
spring. ota Sie 
“We have a real pending nation- 
al security problem” witht the ra- 
dioactive waste disposal crisis, 
said Carruthers. T E 
The problems intensified in Oc- 
tober when Andrus, frustrated 
with DOE’s slow pace in opening a 
permanent waste dump, banned 
Rocky Flats shipments through his 
state. DOE sends 2.040: cubic feet 
of Rocky Flats each month to the 
Idaho National Engineering Lab- 
oratory near Idaho Falls. _ 
Andrus agreed to reconsider his 
ban in January if DOE made 
moves to control pollution at 


` weapons facilities and to open a 


decade-old but a waste 
disposal facility in New Mexica. | 

‘Salgado said Friday that DOE 
had agreed to a wide range. of 
plans to help Colorado monitor. 4d 
clean up pollution at Rocky Flats. 
Agency officials also offered to 
conduct wide-ranging envirorfiien- 
tal studies at a radioactive waste 
disposal facility in New México 
and to study cleanup alternatiges 
for buried waste in Idaho. ..* >: 
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Actor Asner 


joins in call 
for probe of 
Rocky Flats 


'By Alan Gottlieb 
Denver Post Staff Writer 
: Joined by actor Ed Asner, who 
«was promoting his second cause in 
‘as many days, the Colorado Peace 
«Network on Wednesday called for 
3 congressional hearings on Rocky 
Flats to be held early next year in 
. Denver. 
»u “We want hearings here in Den 
ier, because as neighbors of Rocky 
¡¿Flats, we've been left’ out,” said 
oe Tauriello, a Peacenet mem- 
aper. “Our only recourse is repre- 
ySentative government.” 
She said she has just. begun con- 
tacting local representatives to 
ush the idea. 
۱۰ The group also expressed con- 
“tern about the potential for acci- 


dents. involving the seven boxcars ` 


"full of radioactive waste currently 
OL Fi at the nuclear weapons 
Harvey Nichols, a biology pro- 
“fessor at the University of Colora- 
«de, said improper venting of the 
“Boxcars and the barrels inside 
them could lead to a hydrogen gas 


build-up and an explosion. 
. But Fred Dowsett, who heads 
the Colorado Health Department’s 
hazardous material unit, said the 
boxcars and barrels are well venti- 
lated. 1 
Asner, starring in “Born Yester- 
day” at the Auditorium Theatre, 
praised Denver's beauty and the 
warmth of local audiences. 


一 
“T'A like to put a little back into 


the system by joining in calling for 
this action,” he said. “This para- 
dise is too precious, America is too 
precious to be endangered.” 

“The government sets much 
looser standards for its facilities 
than for private industry.” 

About 30 people attended the 
morning press conference, held on 


the steps of the health department 
building on East llth Avenue. 
About half appeared to be there 


hoping for Asner’s autograph. He 


complied with all requests. 

“T try to lend myself to causes I 
believe in wherever I go, because 
actors serve as catalysts to ac- 
quire media attention,” he said fol- 
WIE the news conference. 
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"DOE unaware 
of reopening 
Flats building 


By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


Federal energy officials yesterday ex- 
pressed surprise at their local counterparts, 
who said this week that a Rocky Flats build- 
ing closed for safety violations would reopen 
in January. 

Representatives of the Department of 
Energy, which owns the nuclear weapons 
plant northwest of Denver, said yesterday in 
Washington and Albuquerque that they did 
not know of any planned reopening in the 
immediate future. 

“Qur people here haven't been briefed on 
if or when” the building would be reopened, 
said Chris Sankey, spokeswoman for DOE's 
Washington headquarters. 


DOE officials from Albuquerque in Octo- 
ber shut down Rocky Flats Building 771, 
where radioactive debris is incinerated to 
recover valuable plutonium for weapons 
components. Members of a DOE inspection 
team the week before became contaminated 
with plutonium when they entered an area 
that requires protective equipment without 
respirators. A warning sign was obscured 
from view by barrels of waste. 

Officials in the Albuquerque operations 
office, which oversees Rocky Flats, also said 
yesterday there was no opening date. 
“There's no specific opening date in mind,” 
said spokesman Dave Jackson. “The bottom 
line is we have to make sure it’s all right 
before we open it.” 


Since the building was shut down, the 
plant operator, Rockwell International 
Corp., has undertaken a variety of safety 
improvements, but must wait for a DOE 
review to give them approval to resume 
operations. 


Earl Whiteman, DOE’s plant manager at 
Rocky Flats, said Tuesday night that the 
review should be complete late this month 
with reopening possible in mid-January if 
Rockwell makes the proper safety changes. 

Whiteman did not return phone calls yes- 
terday. ۱ ١ 


quae 


AAA | 


DOE this week delayed the opening of 
another ‘safety-plagued, shut-down weapons 
facility. 

A nuclear reactor at the Savannah River | 
weapons plant near Aiken, South Carolina, | 
was shut down two months ago for a wide 
range of safety problems. It was scheduled 
to restart by the end of the year. 


DOE Secretary James Herrington this 
week cited continued safety and technical 
concerns in his postponing the reactor open- 
ing until late spring or summer. In making | 
that decision, Herrington said enough radio- 
active plutonium and tritium existed to keep 
the nation's weapons systems operating for 


the short-term. 


The Savannah reactor produced both fu- 
els. Rocky Flats is the only site in the coun- 
try that recycles plutonium from old weap- 


ons and parts. 
manufactures plutonium triggers for deto- 
nating nuclear warheads. 


If the reprocessing building reopens, the | 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency may | 
try to regulate its operations and the waste 

it produces, agency officials said yesterday. | 


DOE historically has resisted environmen- | 


tal oversight of ¡ts op 
ing Tim E sate a 
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(Mount Clipping 


in Space Below) 


By Alan Gottlieb 
Denver Post Staff Writer . 

Groundwater and soil at the 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant 
are so full of radioactive materials 
and toxic chemicals that the site 
might become a “national sacrifice 
zone” in the future, some experts. 
believe. 

Although the U.S. Department 01 
Energy has commissioned exhaus- 


tive studies to-bolster the conten- 


tion that the plant’s past and cur- 
rent operations: pose no. threat to 
„residents, many critics — among 
. them scientists and some other 
federal agencies — aren't convinc- 


d. 

Given the department’s tenden- 
cy to downplay risks involved with 
the production of plutonium trig- 
gers at Rocky Flats, they say, the 
dangers associated with its legacy 
might not be known until it’s too 
late. 

By then, years after the plant 
has ceased operations, probably in 
the next quarter-century, critics 
fear that drinking-water supplies 
could be contaminated and many 
area residents might be carrying 
unsafe levels of plutonium inside 
their vital organs. Only a massive 
cleanup, costing hundreds of 
millions of federal dollars, could 
keep the risk to a minimum. 

“fF Hon't believe that it’s possible 
to reverse the harm that has been 


oxicity at Flats so bad > 
may be irreversible 


TOXIC THREAT: 

Plutonium the worst of many Flats " 
hazards./ 8 . 

U.S. far behind in waste 

disposal./ 14A 


done at Rocky Flats,” says Bob Al- 
varez, an investigator for the U.S. 
Senate's Governmental Affairs 
Committee, which monitors nucle- 
ar weapons complexes. 

When Alvarez and others talk 

about Rocky Flats potentially be- 
coming a “national, sacrifice 
zone,” they mean its grounds could 
remain so toxic for so long that no 
people will be able to enter without 
endangering their health. 
. Denver-area residents also must 
contend with the dangerously pol- 
luted Rocky Mountain Arsenal to 
the east. ۱ 

The arsenal has contaminated 
the drinking water of 30,000 resi- 
dents of southern Adams County, 
Shell Oil Co. and the Army allowed 
pesticide and nerve-gas compo- 
nents and other chemicals to leak 


into the soil at the arsenal for de- ` 


cades. 

Rocky Flats could bé the Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal of the future. 

“J don’t think you can retrieve 
the stuff (solvents mixed with plu- 
tonium) that’s migrating down to 
the gundwater” at Rocky Flats, 


says A.varez. 


Be‏ هم 


مر أكام 1 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Date: 
Edition: 


Ti 
“ood uum muy he 
Wut Sud 
Character: 
or 
۱ Classification: 


— 


Energy Department, Environ- 
mental Protection Agency and Col- 
orado Health Department experts 
dispute this. All 107 waste sites at 
Rocky Flats are closely monitored. 
And monitoring has intensified in 
recent ya ars. 

But they acknowledge it might 


cost hundreds of millions, if not bil- 
lions, of dollars to undertake an ef- 
fective cleanup of the 385-acre 
plant site 16 miles northwest of 
Denver. The plant is surrounded by 
a 6,550-acre, federally owned buff- 
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` Western 
Reservior 
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Standley! 
Lake 


_ Pollution may be so bad the harm 


may be irreversible, experts say ~ 


FLATS from Page 1-A 
er zone. 

«Since Rocky Flats opened in 
1962, large quantities of toxic, car- 
emogenic chemicals and deadly ra- 

eactive materials have been han- 
died at the plant. During the 
plant's first 25 years of operation, 

any of those materials were 
dumped at the site, often without 
even the most rudimentary safe- 
guards. 

: “Some of the deadliest substances 
= plutonium, uranium, americium 

chlorinated solvents like trich- 


| thyiene, PCE; and carbon tet- 

chloride 一 will remain in the 
nt's groundwater and soil for 
des, if not longer. 


foethylene, or TCE; tetrachlo- . 


: Those quiet threats receive 7 7 
tively little attention. Instead, 
much of the concern Denver-area 
residents express about Rocky 
Flats revolves around fears of a 
mejor accident occurring while the 
fant is still in operation. 
“Such an accident could spew up 
12100 grams of radioactive plutoni- 
up into the environment, enough 
es a 4-mile radius around 
the plant. The area encompasses 
jall sections of Westminster and 
Arvada, as well as ‘Standley Lake 
and Great Western Reservoir. 
Aging equipment and inadequate - 
dety systems discovered by fed- 
زین‎ inspectors lend credence to 


dimcern's about the plant's opera- 
. Also, there is now more radio- 
ive waste at the site than at any 
€ im the recent past. Idaho Gov. 


zZ 


Cecil Andrus banned all waste 
shipments to his state last month, 
leaving Rocky Flats with nowhere 
tá send the boxcar full of waste it 
produces each week. 
Because the -plant forms a vital 
ifik in the nation’s nuclear weap- | 
wüs production chain, the govern-' 
ment cannot close it down unless 
and. until a replacement is built 
elsewhere. But investigators with 
fe General Accounting Office, the 
investigative arm of Congress, : 
tye estimated it will take at least 
billion to make operations at 
سار‎ safe. ۲ a cal 
Lthink ean do it, but it wi 
y tebe rehabiitatioi et 


> 


fort,” said William Fenzel, a GAO 


investigator who headed a recent. 


safety study of Rocky Flats. “You 
have to fix the buildings and you 
also have to improve the radiologi- 
cal protection programs out 
there.” 1 

Fenzel agreed with several other 
experts that water and soil con- 


tamination pose a greater threat 
Saleiy 


According to Fred Dowsett, 
head of the state Health Depart- 
ment's waste management divi- 


sion, concentrations of TCE, PCE 
and carbon tetrachloride in some 
groundwater on the plant site are 
20,000 times above the drinking wa- 
ter standard. 

But Dowsett said that in itself 
poses no threat to local residents. 

“The nature of the plant, with a 
large security zone around it, 
means groundwater contamination 
is confined to the area of the 
plant,” he said. “There's a large, 
uninhabited buffer zone before it 
can get off-site.” 

Fenzel was less certain about 


the health implications of contami- 
nated, on-site groundwater. He lik- 
ened predicting groundwater flow 
to forecasting quirky Colorado 
weather. DOE and its contractor, 
Rockwell International, have cor- 


` ceded they lack sufficient informa- 


tion about groundwater migration, 
Fenzel said, because they have de- 
cided to drill 200 additional test 
wells around the plant during the 
next few years. 

The uncertainty is worrisome, — 
he said, because it raises questions . 
about just how polluted the site 


ee 


might actually be. “I think the se- 
verity of the problem is ‘such that 
even if they spend an enormous 
amount of money on clean-up, ar- 
eas of the site still maybe restrict- 
ed for decades and even possibly 
centuries.” 

The Department of Energy, 
working with the U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency and the 
state health department, has iden- 


tified 107 sites where chemical 
and/or radioactive wastes were 
dumped or spilled during the past 

years. wenty-nine 0 sites 


have been given high-priority clas- 


` rosy a picture of cleanup possibili-: 


sification, meaning they could pose. 
a threat to public health and safe: 
ty. ce 

Federal studies to develop 
clean-up strategies are under way, 
but will take many years to cout, 

lete. 5 
Critics of DOE's management of 
nuclear weapons facilities say data 
presented in the study paint tog 


ties. 


——But Energy Department and: 


EPA officials are upbeat about thg, 
situation at Rocky Flats. While ۶ 
knowledging that errors in waste: 
disposal were made in the plant's. 
early years, they contend that pai, 
and current efforts to clean lp; 
some of the waste sites have beer ۰ 
successful,. and that levels of col»: 
taminants are too low to pose ses 
vere health threats. ne 
“My professional opinion is that; 
a lot of the contamination can ar; 
will be remediated,” said Nat Mi ¿Pe 
lo, who oversees Rocky Flats for: 
the EPA. E. 


By Alan Gottlieb 
° Denver Post Staff Writer 

Without Rocky Flats, there 
would be no thermonuclear 
bombs in the U.S. arsenal. 

The main mission of the weap- 
ons plant is to produce plutonium 
triggers for nuclear warheads. 
The triggers are, in effect, small 
atomic bombs that generate 
enough energy inside hydrogen 
bombs to Set off massive, deadly 
fusion reactions. 

Rocky Flats also recycles plu- 


tonium from residues created by 
plant operations and from obso- 
lete warheads. 

A study, commissioned by plant 
contractor Rockwell Internation- 
al and prepared by students at the 
University of Colorado at Den- 
ver’s Graduate School of Public 
Affairs, found that Rocky Flats 
bought $102.4 million in goods and 
services from Colorado vendors 
in 1987. ۲ 

Rocky Flats is Colorado's ninth 
largest employer. It paid out 


health risks from the site, Mi 


Technology exists to ‘a 


said. “The only question is whethe 


Congress is willing to 
the hundreds of millio: 
needed to do the jour 


$271.8 million in wages and bene- 
fits to its 5,300 employees in 1987. 

Other U.S. weapons plants and 
their missions: ۱ 

9 ۲-12 Plant, Oak Ridge, 
Tenn.: Produces weapons compo- 
nents from uranium, alloys and 
lithium. 

MSavannah River Plant, Aiken, 
S.C.: Five nuclear reactors pro- 
duce tritium and plutonium, key 
components in nuclear bombs. 

MHanford Site N-Reactor, 


Richland, Wash.: Produces pluto- 


te 


Jeffco plant key to thermonuclear bombs, metro economy 


nium and recovers residues. 

Pinellas Plant, St. Peters-‏ الا 
burg, Fla.: Manufactures electri-‏ 
cal systems, capacitors and‏ 
switches for nuclear weapons.‏ 

@ Mound Plant, Miamisburg, 
Ohio: Produces detonators. 


@Kansas City Plant, Kansas | 
City, Mo.: Developes and pro- “4 


duces electrical components. 
@Pantex Plant, Amarillo, Tex- 

as: Performs final assembly of 

nuclear weapons and manufac- 


: , ures non-nuclear explosives. 
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5 Michael J. Norton, 1200 Byron G. Rogers Federal Building, Denver, 
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(Name and Address of USA) 
Fron: Robert L. Pence, Denver 
rom: 


(Name of Official in Charge and Field Division) (Signature of Official in Charge) 
Unknown Subjnects, doing business as 


RE: Rockwell International Corporation 


(Name of Subject) Age Sex 


You are hereby advised of action authorized by AUSA Kenneth R. Fimberg 
(Name of USA or AUSA) 


on information submitted by Special Agent on_ 1/46/1489 اسن‎ 
(Date) 


(Check One) 
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Request further investigation 
O immediate declination 


Û Filing of complaint 


o 


Presentation to Federal Grand Jury 


Filing of information ۱ 8 26 [o3 ۱ 07 NS مه‎ 
430843 | 133849 
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O Other 


For violation of Title 2 , USC, Section(s) 6928 (4) 


Synopsis of case: Te 


This is to confirm the meeting and conference call to Attorney 
Jerry Block, Department of Justice (DOJ), Lands and Natural 
Resources Division, Environmental Crimes Section. The following 
individuals were in attendance: U. S. Attorney Michael J. Norton 
and Kenneth R. Fimberg for the District of Colorado; Peter Murtha 


from the DOJ; Environmental Protection Agenc III, 
Regional Counsel[ jana his deputy b7C 
- Addressee 
- Denver (249-43) (P) Searched i 
L/1; a aday en 
2) p serialized or 
indexed 
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f the Denver Office. 


L_______—_ [Pee of Criminal : ¡iy tion; b7C 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge Thomas 7 ¿li and 5 


b7C 


The agenda included the following: 


1) 
2) 
3) 


4) 


5) 


Search Warrant Application; 
Why a Search Warrant; 
Logistics/Mechanics of Search; 
Security Issues 


a. Thornburgh - Department of Energy Secretary 


contact 
b. Timing of contact, who? 
C. Security Program; 


Referral/Consult 
Press Release 


The January 10, 1989 briefing of this matter with various DOJ 
officials was confirmed. 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to Denver, Colorado 
File No. January 26, 1989 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 
doing business as 
Rocky Flats Plant, 
Golden, Colorado, 

Rockwell International Corporation, 
United States Department of Energy, 
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES - 
RESOURCE, CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY ACT, 
CLEAN WATER ACT, 
COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE, 
COMPENSATION AND LIABILITY ACT; 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION MATTER 


The title of this Letterhead Memorandum was previously 
titled: "UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; doing business as Rockwell 
International Corporation, Rocky Flats Plant, Golden, Colorado; 
TOXIC WASTE MATTER; PUBLIC CORRUPTION MATTER." 


On May 20, 1987, the U. S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY (EPA), Office of Criminal Investigations (OCI), Denver, 
Colorado, contacted the Denver Office of the FBI regarding the 
۱ 


EPA 
4 ~ Bureau J - USA, Denver Referral/Consult 
2 - Albuquerque 1 - EPA/OCI 
2 - Butte 999 18th Street 
2 - Cincinnati Denver, Colorado 80202-2405 
2 - Columbia Attn: 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 
doing business as Roky. ts Plant, Referral/Consult 


Due to a history of non-compliance by ROCKWELL 
INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION (RIC) and ostensible DOE involvement 
at the Rocky Flats Plant (Rocky Flats) to condone potential 
illegal activity; EPA/OCI requested the assistance of the FBI 
to conduct a joint investigative operation. 


BACKGROUND 


The U. S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (DOE) is a Department 
and Agency of the United States Government. Prior to DOE's 
formation, the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, Title 42, U. S. Code, 
Section 2140, established the ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION (AEC) 
and made it responsible for making nuclear material for defense 
programs, as well as developing atomic energy for peaceful 
purposes. Under the Atomic Energy Act, the AEC had regulatory 
control over nuclear defense facilities and the materials 
generated there. The Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, Title 
42, U. S. Code, Section 5801, abolished the AEC and established 
the ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION (ERDA), with 
ERDA having responsibility. for producing nuclear material for 
defense purposes. ERDA's responsibilities were transferred to 
DOE pursuant to the Department of Energy Organization of 
1977, Title 42, U. S. Code, Section 7101. eferral/Consult 


| | 


DOE 


corporation first established in 1928, with its corporate 

eadquarters in El Segundo, California. ام‎ 7 
| Jon November 10, 1988, RIC indicate 

otal sales o | 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 
doing business as Rocky Etats slant, 


Referral/Consult 


ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION (RIC) is a Delaware 


approximately $11.9 billion and net income of 
almost $812 million for the year ending September 30, 1988. 
Shareholders equity as of June 30, 1988, was approximately 
$3.58 billion. 


RIC's North American Space Operations Group has 
managed, operated and maintained the Rocky Flats Plant for and 
on behalf of DOE since June 30, 1975, under a contract with DOE 
dated January 8, 1975. RIC currently operates Rocky Flats 


pursuant to a Supplemental Agreement effective January l, 1986 
oys approximately 6,000 managers and workers. 
DIT 


Under the DOE-RIC agreement, DOE pays RIC the costs of 
operating Rocky Flats, plus an annual fee. The fee is 
comprised of a guaranteed base payment and a bonus tied to 
RIC's performance, as determined by DOE. The estimated cost of 
RIC's operation of Rocky Flats from October 1, 1985 to 
September 30, 1986 was $493 million. Referral/Consult 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 
doing business as Rocky Flats P1 


Rocky Flats was first built in 1951 and began 
operations in 1952. DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY (DCC) operated the 
plant until June 30, 1975. Based on 1980 census data, 
approximately 1.8 million people live within fifty (50) miles 
of Rocky Flats. 


In 1976, Congress passed the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA), Title 42, U. S. Code, Section 6901 et seq. 
At least until 1984, DOE disputed RCRA's application to 
hazardous waste activities at its facilities, even though RCRA, 
by its express terms, applies to Federal facilities. By DOE 
Order, Number 5480.2, dated December 13, 1982, DOE established 
procedures for regulating hazardous wastes at its facilities 
and required such facilities to comply with RCRA to the extent 
practicable. In 1984, the Eastern District of Tennessee U. ۰ 
District Court confirmed that RCRA applies to hazardous waste 
activities at DOE facilities; except as to nuclear materials 
and radioactive wastes, which are regulated under the Atomic 
Energy Act. On May 1, 1987, DOE issued a final interpretative 
rule under the Atomic Energy Act; the only radioactive material 
excluded from RCRA's application are the actual radionuclides 
dispersed or suspended in a waste substance. The non- 
radioactive hazardous component of the "mixed waste" is 
subject to RCRA regulation. 


INVESTIGATION 


The RCRA permit process consists of two basic parts: 
1) Part A, and 2) Part B. The Part A application is generally 
informational about current waste streams, operational status 
and description of processes. The owner and/or operator 
certifies to the accuracy of the Part A permit. The Part B 
application provides much more detailed and comprehensive 
information and specifications as to what a facility will, and 
must do, to comply with all environmental standards and 
regulations. In general, a Treatment, Storage, and Disposal 
(TSD) facility which was in operation on or before November 19, 
1980, and properly files a Part A application is allowed to 
operate, based on its "interim status," until its Part B 
application is submitted and approved, so long as the permit 
complies with applicable interim status standards and 
regulations. 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 
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Referral/Consult 
EPA | 
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On December 16, 1985, CDH issued a Public Notice of 
Intent to Deny Rocky Flats a Part B permit. Until July 31, 
1986, because of the CDH tentative decision to deny Rocky Flats 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 
doing business as Rocky Flats Plant, 


Referral/Consult 


EPA 


DOE 


Referral/Consult 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 
doing business as Rocky Flats Plant, 


Referral/Consult 


DOE 
On July 31, 1986, the DOE, EPA, and CDH entered into a 

Compliance Agreement. The lengthy agreement also alloweú DOE 
to resubmit a revised Part B permit application to CDH 
regarding Rocky Flats, by November 28, 1986. 

DOE 

Segoe a cal The EPA and CDH have yet to supervise a‏ اانا 
RCRA mixed and/or hazardous waste trial burn at Rocky Flats.‏ 
EPA‏ 


Referral/Consult 


EPA 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 
doing business as Rocky Flats Plant 


Also EPA conducted a Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) 
inspection at Rocky Flats in January, 1986, for polychlorinated 
biphenyl (PCB) compliance. The EPA subsequently instituted a 

ivi i ainst RIC for TSCA violations. DOE Attorney 


esponded and answered several motions on bic 
behalf of RIC. status became an issue during a 
sional acilities Hearing on April 28, 1987. 
۳ threw as RIC's counsel on April 27, 1987. b7D 


Referral/Consult 


EPA 


EPA 
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UNKNOWN_SUBJECTS 
doin business as Rock Flats Plant Referral/Consult 


PROSECUTIVE OPINION 


On February 17, 1988, Assistant U. S. Attorney (AUSA) 
KENNETH R. FIMBERG confirmed that a full field investigation of 
this matter should be pursued. AUSA FIMBERG opined that the 
investigation should focus on current alleged violations of the 
Resource, Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), Title 42, U. ۰ 
Code, Section 6928(d); the Clean Water Act, Title 33, U. S. 
Code, Section 1319; and the Comprehensive, Environmental 
Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) (Su 


ection 9603. 


ferral/Consult 


On October 21, 1988, Acting U. S. Attorney MICHAEL J. 
NORTON was presented with the pertinent facts of this 
investigation and concurred with pursuing several investigative b2 


techniques, i.e[ سس‎  ]aerial infra-red bTE 
photography, limited interviews and search warrant preparation. 


On December 8, 1988, Acting U. S. Attorney MICHAEL J. 
NORTON authorized the FBI to conduct aerial surveillances of 
Rocky Flats for photographic purposes, and issued a prosecutive 
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UNKNOWN_SUBJECTS 
doing business as Rocky Flats Plant, 


declination concerning any alleged violation of Title 42, U. S. 
Code, Section 2278(b) by the FBI, in the course of carrying out 
a bona fide criminal investigation, effective November 16, 
1988. 


On January 10, 1989, DON CARR, Acting Assistant 
Attorney General of the U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ), was 
presented with the facts of this investigation; to obtain the 
Attorney General's concurrence to pursue executing a joint FBI 
and EPA/OIC search warrant at Rocky Flats on January 24, 1989; 
to coordinate DOE cooperation through the Attorney General for 
the proposed search on January 24, 1989; and mitigate any 
assertions by DOE on National Security Information during this 
proposed investigation. 


DOJ Attorney DON CARR concurred with the proposed 
search warrant investigative plan, as presented. Mr. CARR 
opined that a reasonable delay of thirty (30) to sixty (60) 
days was in order, due to the transition of incoming President 
GEORGE BUSH, and the DOE Secretary replacement. He 
acknowledged the need to expedite the plan due to the 
increasing storage problem of wastes at Rocky Flats, the dating 
of the current evidence, and proposed restart of Building 771 
at Rocky Flats. 
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ENV SRONMENTAL CRIMES - RCRA, CWA, CERCLA; 


Date 1/26/89 


TO: DIRECTOR, 
ATTN: SSA GFU, WCCS 
20 


The title was previously carried as "UNSUBS, dba 
Rockwell International Corporation, Rocky Flats Plant, 
Golden, Colorado; TOXIC WASTE MATTER; PUBLIC CORRUPTION 
MATTER." The change adds the U. S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY; and 
in place of "TOXIC WASTE MATTERS," changed to "ENVIRONMENTAL 


Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and three 


Enclosed for receiving offices are two copies each 
of a self-explanatory LHM, for information only. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 


U. S. Attorney, Denver, prosecutive opinion has 
been confirmed in writing by separate communication. The 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY/Office of Criminal 
Investigations (EPA/OCI), Denver, Colorado, office was 
provided with a copy of the enclosed LHM. 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU: 


The Bureau is being requested to authorize the use 
of code name "DESERT GLOW" for the title of this matter. 


The enclosed LHM is not for dissemination outside 
of the FBI. U. S. Attorney, Denver is aware of the current 
FBI and DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY/OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
(DOE/OIG) Memorandum of Understanding, but has indicated that 
disclosure to the DOE/OIG at this juncture will adversely 
affect this investigation. U. S. Attorney, Denver, intends 
to advise DOE/OIG with the consent and guidance of the 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, at an appropriate time. 


For information of all receiving offices, the 
nature of this investigation is to remain confidential and 
Referral/Consult 


and e impa Or a sear warra 2 = 
DO aci y in Golden, Colorado; receiving offices should be 
aware of the current Denver investigation. The media 
attention as a result of a Federal criminal investigation at 
the Rocky Flats Plant could generate inquiries and potential 
leads from various parts of the U. S. 


Though any press inquires will be coordinated 
through FBIHQ and DOJ, the receiving offices should remain 
mindful to follow-up on potential leads. It should be 
anticipated that current and former DOE and/or DOE contract 
employees will inquire or want to contribute their personal 
knowledge regarding the subject matter of the enclosed LHM or 
other nuclear facilities throughout the country. 


DN 249-43 


A TIME magazine article on 10/31/88, "They Lied to 
Us," provided a o diagram on the DOE facility ETT for 
ents. 
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DOE 


DN 249-43 


DOE utilizes a contract operator at Rocky Flats and 
at other DOE facilities. The facilities are pervasively 
regulated under the Atomic Energy Act. In 1976, Congress 
passed the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
which also regulates Federal facilities. Recent DOE 
Directives, Executive Orders, and U. S. District Court 
decisions have clearly affirmed that RCRA applies to some of 
the nuclear activities at DOE facilities. 


ferral/Consult 


Receiving offices may be requested to contact 
potential witnesses and/or serve subpoenas. For information 
of Albuquerque, the Rocky Flats area office is managed by the 
Albuquerque, New Mexico Operations Office. 


Investigation continues. 
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Memorandum 


To : SAC, DENVER (249-43) (P) Date 2/3/89 


Subject: UNSUBS, dba 
Rockwell International Corporation, 
Rocky Flats Plant, 
Golden, Colorado; 
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES ~ RCRA; 


O: DENVER 
DOJ 
b7C 
On 1/10/89 Acting USA MICHAEL J. NORTON, AUSA 
KENNETH R. FIMBERG, SN of the NEIC/OCI and this 
Agent presented captioned matter to the Acting Assistant Attorney 
General DON CARR, U. S. Department of Justice. 
Also present during the briefing were the following: 
DOJ Attorney?s: 
BUD ALBRIGHT A 3 2267 
MARTIN CARLSON 9328y EMS (ar, 
MILES FLINT 7 
BIHQ SSA's E سح و سم‎ 
DOJ, Lands and Natural Resource Division Attorneys 
JERRY BLOCK and PETER MURTHA. 
DON CARR advised that Assistant Attorney General 
ROGER J. MARZULLA would be resigning from his government 
position, and would not be briefed on this matter. Also, 
Attorney General THORNBURGH would not be briefed until after ۱ 
resolving a personal matter regarding ownership of ROCKWELL 0 
stock. ~ 
0 - Denver 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
ROCKY FLATS PLANT 


Forward Looking Infrared video tape photography of the Rocky Flats 
Plant north of Golden, Colorado, was acquired on December 9, 10, 15, 1988. 
The purpose of the overflights was to detect heat emitting sources within 
the facility. Approximately two and one-half hours of video tape was 
collected on each overflight. Points within the facility showing hotter 
temperatures than ambient were annotated on 18" x 18" color photographs 
depicting the facility at a scale of approximately 1"=365'. Each annotation 
was assigned a number. The following is a list of comments referring to 
each of the annotated points on the photographs. Building numbers 
referenced within the comments section of this report were extracted from a 
facility map provided by the region and compiled by WESTON. Dates following 
the annotation indicate that the ¡tem appeared to be emitting heat on that 
particular flight date. 


DOE 
ANNOTATION DATE 
1 9 
2 15 
3 9,10 
4 9 
5 9 
6 9,10 
7 9 
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ANNOTATION 
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22 
23 


24 
25 
26 


21 
28 


29 
- 30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 


DATE 
10,15 


10,15 
15 

9 
9,10 


9,10 
9,10 


10,15 
10,15 

9 
9,10,15 
9,10,15 
10 
9,10,15 


10 
10,15 


9,10,15 
9,10,15 
9 


9,10,15 
9,10,15 


COMMENTS 
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9,10,15 
9,10,15 
9,10,15 


15 
15 


COMMENTS 
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9,10,15 


9,10,15 
15 
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15 
15 


15 
15 
15 
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[| The following investigation was conducted be sa | b7c 


at Jefferson County, Colorado on February 25, 1989. 


This Agent participated in an overnight surveillance of 
the ROCKY FLATS PLANT and recorded an infra-red video of the b7C 


site. Also present_were special Agent 
and video operators[_— Jana The video 
cassette of the recorded surveillance was removed from the 


equipment and taken into custody at about 10:00 p.m. It should 
be noted that black indicates thermal activity. 
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waste heats up ==, , 


Gov. Romer to shut Flats 
threatens 


Gov. Roy Romer yesterday told 
federal officials to find a place for 
Rocky Flats’ radioactive waste 
quickly or he'll force the nuclear 
weapons plant to shut down. 


Representatives of the Depart- 
ment of Energy met with Romer 
yesterday to discuss the problems 
but offered no solutions to the 
stockpiling of waste at the plant 
near Golden. 


Romer offered his own sugges- 
tions, including putting the radio- 
active debris on rail cars parked 
throughout the West until a per- 
manent disposal site opens. 


Putting the plutonium-contami- 
nated debris on rail cars in 10 
western states would remove the 
growing waste backlog from the 
Denver area, Romer said. In addi- 
tion, it would make more states 
responsible for part of the natign’s 
waste disposal crisis. 


“Everyone needs to take re- 
sponsibility for the waste prob- 
lem. It’s not just a Colorado prob- 
lem; it’s a national problem,” 
Romer said during a news confer- 
ence after his meeting with the 
DOE officials. 


“Surely there are places in the 
West where you can park a rail 
car for three months,” he said. 
“The problem is, everyone is going 
to say, ‘Not in my back yard.’ ” 


Other short-term steps suggest- 

ed by Romer included use of a 

supercompactor to reduce the vol- 

ume of waste material. DOE has 

‘planned for more than a year to 

build a compactor at Rocky Flats, 
but has fallen behind schedule. 


Rocky Flats would have to stop 


producing waste if no storage site 
is found. The only way to stop 
producing large quantities of 
waste, plant officials say, is to 
shut down the facility. 


Romer said he would prefer 
that DOE come up with a better 
solution. He also refused to specu- 
late on where in Colorado he 
would send rail cars of radioactive 
waste. 


“(Romer) told us very directly 
and plainly what he thought,” said 
Ánson Franklin, DOE's assistant 
secretary for governmental af- 
fairs. “We have ,no final solution 
today. We are very concerned 


bout the situation.” 


Rocky Flats, in Jefferson Coun- _ 


ty 16 miles northwest of Denver, 
has storage space to last about 
three more months, Seven rail cars 
full of the waste already are sitting 
on a Siding at the plant. 

Using such steel-reinforced rail 
cars for temporary storage is “one 
solution I’ve offered because they 
didn't have any,” Romer said. “I'm 
not suggesting it's the final solu- 
tion because there probably are 
more rational ones out there, but 
they didn't give me any.” 

The plant makes plutonium 
triggers that detonate nuclear 
weapons. In the process, hundreds 
of tons of radioactive waste are 
produced each year, primarily plu- 
tonium-contaminated clothing, 
equipment and paper. That waste 
traditionally has been shipped to a 
DOE storage facility in Idaho. 

Rocky Flats has been accumu- 
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FBI/DOJ 


4 ‘ating trash since Oct. 8 when Ida- 


ho Gov. Cecil Andrus banned waste 
shipments to the Idaho National 
Engineer Laboratory near Idaho 
Falls. Andrus was protesting fail- 


ure by Congress and DOE to open ` 


a planned permanent disposal fa- 
cility in the New Mexico desert. - 


A DOE official in New Mexico 


yesterday said the Waste Isolation 
Pilot Plant near Carlsbad could 
open as early as next June. 
Romer and two other western 
governors were to have met with 
high-level DOE officials in Salt 
Lake City yesterday, but that 
meeting was canceled so New 
Mexico Gov. Garrey Carruthers ; 
could meet with the transition 
team of President-elect George 
Bush. An angry Romer then de- 
manded a meeting in his office, 
Meeting with Romer yesterday 
were Franklin; Troy E. Wade III, 


assistant secretary for defense 
programs; and Bruce Twinings, Al- 
buquerque operations manager 
who oversees the Rocky Flats op- 
erations. 

Romer said he had hoped the 
three DOE officials would have 
suggestions for ending stalemate. 
Instead, they showed up empty- 
handed, he said, and asked for ex- 
panded waste storage at Rocky 
Flats. 

Romer turned that down, stand- 
ing by his decision to not allow the 
metro Denver area to become a 
“nuclear dumping ground.” 

“I want concrete solutions soon- 
er than I’m seeing them,” Romer 
said. 

The DOE officials said they 
would pass Romer's concerns to 
Energy Secretary James Herring- 
ton. The DOE officials are to meet 
with Andrus today. 


it federal land near Carisbad, N.M., is administratively 
transferred to the Department of Energy to open a 
nuclear waste disposal instead of transferred by 
congressional authorization: 


COLORADO immediately would be able to ship- rail 
cars and barrels of radioactive debris to the facility from 
the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant, ending. the 
month-long waste storage crisis anu «owing the plant to 
continue operations. 


But the state could lose possible federal funding — 
expected to be authorized by Congress — for emergency 
training along interstate 25, the main route to the 
disposal site. 


NEW MEXICO stands to lose safety guarantees be- 
ing sought by its congressional delegation, up to $250 
million in road upgrades and construction and up to 
$50 million in replacement funds for revenue lost from the 
land withdrawal. 
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DOE proposal. 
would close 


4 nuke plants 


$81 billion estimated 
for cleanup, shutdown 


By ROBERT ENGELMAN 
Scripps Howard News Service 


WASHINGTON — The Department of 
Energy wants to stop processing materials 
for nuclear weapons at four plants in its 
weapons complex in the 1990s, according 
to a summary of a report to Congress. 

Recommended to be phased out or relo- 


T™ cated are:‏ سكم 
The Rocky Flats Plant near Denver,‏ = 
whose operations would be transferred.‏ \ 
The Fernald Feed Materials Produc-‏ و ~ --~ 
tion Center near Cincinnati that would be‏ 
shut down.‏ 

= Mound Nuclear Materials Operations 
in Miamisburg, Ohio, whose operations 
would be relocated. 

= The Hanford Plant in eastern Wash- 
ington, whose nuclear materials production 
would be relocated. 

Details of proposed relocation sites were 
not included in the summary. 

DOE estimates the cost of cleaning up 
widespread contamination and upgrading 
the entire weapons complex — including 
restarting three shut-down reactors at the 
Savannah River Plant in South Carolina — 
at $81 billion over the next 21 years. Of 
that figure, $29 billion would be devoted to 
environmental cleanup. 

The figures mean the government would 
have to spend half again what it does now 
— up from about $8 billion to $12 billion 
each year — to maintain nuclear weapons 
production into the next century. . 

The summary confirms previously re- 
ported DOE plans to modernize and con- 
solidate its aging weapons facilities. Some 
plants have been contaminating their com- 
munities for decades, while some have be- 
come temporarily inoperable. 

_ Several weeks ago DOE supplied copies 
of the full report to the White House for 
approval before delivery to the Senate and 

House armed services committees. 
The eqly ba oe fected to DOI and Budget 
_Feportedly has objected to DOE's high cost 
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| Flats shutdown 7 


may begin in 


1995 


-By JANET DAY 


Rocky Mountain News Environmental Writer 


The Department of Energy will begin 
closing the Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant in 1995 if Congress approves a $250 
billion plan to modernize the nation’s 
weapons system, according to a report ob- | 
tained yesterday. 

Recommendations for the long-term fu- 
ture of weapons productions — called the 
“9910 Plan” — are scheduled for public 
release next week. 

Phasing out plutonium operations at the 
Jefferson County facility could take up to 
20 years, the report indicated. During that 
time, DOE would build another plant to 
take over the operations and clean up pol- 
lution at Rocky Flats. 

“It seems pretty clear that DOE is mak- 
ing a good effort to identify the problem 
and do what basically needs to be done — 
and that’s move the facility elsewhere,” 
sad Nat Miullo, of the Environmental 


Protection Agency in Denver. 
A summary of DOE’s Nuclear Weapons 
Complex Modernization Report, was ob- 


made available yesterday to the Rocky 
Mountain News. The summary was written 
on Dec. 15, but its public release has been 
stalled by the White House over budget 
concerns. 

DOE’s wish list comes to$250 billion, 
including $81 billion to clean up and mod- 
ernize the existing weapons system over 
the next 21 years. The repair of environ- 
mental damage and safety problems is ex- 
pected to cost another $25 billion. The re- 
maining $144 billion would go toward 
making new weapons. 

Rocky Flats is Colorado’s seventh larg- 
est employer with 6,000 workers. 

Representatives of the plant's largest 
union — United Steelworkers of America 
— yesterday found some solace in the re- 
port summary, noting that. for the first 

` time, they can review DOE's plans and 
make their own nlans for the future. 
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“Pm glad to see them finally submit‏ 
some kind of proposal, to get (union mem-‏ 
bers’) minds eased,” said spokesman Jim‏ 
Kelly. “The membership is very worried.‏ 
Pm just glad that something’s finally start-‏ 
ing to come out so we can get some facts,‏ 
have a chance to look at what they’re‏ 
doing.”‏ 


Before Rocky Flats could be closed, 


DOE would spend an unspecified amount of 
Money upgrading plutonium reprocessing 
operations at the plant. Two buildings de- 
signed to recycle plutonium from old 
weapons and contaminated parts / already 
are shut down. i 
Building 771, the plant's oldest, was 
closed in October because of safety prob- 
lems. Congress last year approved spend- 
ing $370 million over nine years to im- 
prove the newer building known as 
Building 371. But the money was held, 
pending release of the 2010 Report. 
Improvements to the two buildings 
would occur between 1990 and 1997 0 


_ Rocky Flats could continue to recycle plu-. 
tained by the Morris News Service and ` ton 


tonium while a new site is found to take its 
place, the report states. 

Since it opened in 1953, Rocky Flats — 
like most of the nation's 16 weapons pro- 
duction plants — has contaminated soil, air 
and water through leaks, fires, spills and 
daily radioactive air emissions. 

How pollution would be cleaned up and 
to what extent may be dictated by dollars, 
the report concedes. 

“The cleanup and environmental resto- 
ration of the various sites present a techno- 
logical and financial challenge that may 
dictate the degree and timing of this activi- 
ty,” the report states. 

The report gives no date for moving 
Rocky Flats’ operations to another site. “I 
think the timing should be considered ten- 
tative at best, given that all of these deci- 


sions are ones on which Congress will pass' 


and that DOE has never completed a proj- 
ect on time,” said Melinda Kassen of the 
Environmental Defense Fund in Boulder. 
Rocky Flats officials would not com- 
ment on the report. ee 1 
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By The Association Press 

A building shutdown and a crisis. 
over waste storage turned the na- 
tional spotlight on Rocky Flats nu- 
clear weapons plant this fall and 
made it the top Colorado news sto- 
ry of 1988. 

Colorado journalists responding 
to an Associated Press survey of 
the year’s top stories voted Den- 
ver’s annexation of land for a new 
airport as the No. 2 story. 

The debate over the proposed 
Two Forks dam and reservoir, 
Gary Hart's exit from the race for 
the Democratic presidential nomi- 

‘nation, and the unprecedented at- 
tention paid Colorado by both ma- 
jor presidential candidates 
rounded out the top five stories of 
the year. 

The burning of Pershing 2 rocket 
motors at the Pueblo Army Depot 
was voted No. 6, and the approval 
of an official-English amendment 
was No. 7. A airplane crash that 
killed nine people near Durango in 
January tied for eighth place with 
Colorado's losing bid for the Super- 
conducting Super Collider. Increas- 
ed gang activity in Denver was 
voted the 10th most important sto- 
ry. 

Rocky Flats’ latest round of 
troubles began in late September 
when three people at the plant, - 


which makes triggers for nuclear 
ÓN 


In May, Adams County voters 
turned out in record numbers and 
approved Denver's annexation of 
45 square miles of unincorporated 
land for a new airport. 


The proposed Two Forks dam 
and reservoir was another expen- 
sive project that divided Colora- 
dans in 1988. Romer decided in 
June to recommend that a permit 
be issued to build Two Forks, but 
his support was conditional, and he 
said the project should be built on- 
ly as a last resort. The Army Corps 
of Engineers has yet to issue a per- 
mit. 


Gary Hart, whose first bid for 
the 1988 Democratic presidential 
nomination was derailed in 1987 by 
his reported liaison with Donna 
Rice, re-entered the race in De- 
cember 1987. His “new ideas” 
campaign failed to pick up steam, 


and Hart withdrew March 11. 


Colorado had its share of presi- 
dential politics, however, as both 
Republicans and Democrats came 
to see it as the most likely swing 
state in the Rocky Mountain re- 
gion. Candidates George Bush and 
Mike Dukakis visited Colorado re- 
pedi but Bush carried the 
state. 


Selection of Pueblo Army Depot 


New wave of troubles at "bue December 41, ۶ 
Rocky Flats voted top 
News story of "88 
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Continental Express flight 2286 
was approaching the La Plata 
County Airport near Durango the 
night of Jan. 19 when it crashed in- 
to a hillside, killing nine of the 17 
people on board. Seven survivors 
trudged through hip-deep snow be- 
fore reaching a road. 

The crash tied for-No. 8 with Col- 
orado’s loss of the proposed Super- 
conducting Super Collider. Texas 


won the project. 


Gang-related violence grabbed Tey 


public attention in Denver during 
1988. Five deaths were blamed on 
gang rivalry, much of it stemming 
from disputes between the drug- 
dealing Crips and Bloods gangs. 
Denver police appointed an anti- 
gang unit in an attempt to block 
the spread of violence, while minis- 
ters attempted to rally the public, 
against the gangs. Ws ۳ 


or 
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_ for destruction of Pershing 2 mis- A 


sile motors, part of the Intermedi- 
ate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty 
with the Soviet Union, made it one 
of two sites in the United States 
where the missiles are being de- 
stroyed. 


bombs, were contaminated by plu- 
tonium. The incident led to the 
closing of Rocky Flats' main pluto- 
nium processing building, which 
still has not reopened. 

Later in October, Idaho Gov. 
Cecil Andrus turned back a boxcar 
of radioactive waste from Rocky 
Flats that had been bound for a 
storage site in his state. Andrus' 
ban on waste shipments precipitat- 
ed a crisis that still hasn't been ' 
solved, ۲ 
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Colorado voters overwhelmingly 
approved the official English- 
amendment one Nov. 8. While the 
initiative says only that English is 
Colorado's official language, it was 
hotly debated and enlivened an oth- 
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ockwell fined in 


Flats violations 


By Alan Gottlieb 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

Rockwell International has 
agreed to pay a $47,500 fine to the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
for violations at Rocky Flats of a 
toxic substances control law. 

According to EPA lawyer David 
Janik, this is the largest civil pen- 
alty ever assessed by the agency 
against a contractor at a federal 
facility. It is also the first fine lev- 
ied by the agency for violations at 
Rocky Flats. 

The violations, involving PCBs 
leaking from an electrical trans- 
former, were discovered during 
agency inspections last June and in 


Energy will reimburse Rockwell 
for the cost of the fine. 

However, Rockwell spokesman 
Pat Etchart said the settlement 
agreement signed this week does 
not refer to a penalty or fine, but 
simply to “a payment.” 

Janik acknowledged this was so, 
but said he excluded the words fine 
and penalty from the agreement at 
the insistence of Rockwell lawyers. 
“I made it very clear to them that 
we don't just accept money for no 
reason,” he said. “We only take 
money as payment for civil penal- 
ties, so that's what this is, regard- 
less of what they want to call it.” 

. Etchart said Rockwell made the 
payment to avoid the cost of litiga- 


tion. Rockwell believes the EPA 
should have taken its complaints 
directly to the Department of En- 
ergy, Owner of the nuclear-weap- 
ons plant. 

At the heart of the issue is 
whether contractors should be held 
responsible for violations of envi- 
ronmental regulations at federally 
owned facilities. Janik said the 
EPA wouldn't seek penalties from 
another federal agency, “because 
that would simply involve shuffling 
money through the treasury.” -But 
the agency will pursue contractors 
aggressively, he said. 

The Department of Energy rou- 
tinely reimburses its contractors 
for fines levied against them by 


state or federal agencies. 


Although Rockwell agreed to 
pay the penalty in this case, DOE 
will reimburse the company. Etch- 
art said Rockwell believes that the 
EPA “has no jurisdiction to impose 
civil penalties against Rockwell as 
operator of the Rocky Flats plant.” 


The violations discovered by 
EPA inspectors included leaking 
transformers, an absence of signs 
identifying access routes to trans- 
formers and the presence of com- 
bustible materials — identified by 
Etchart as a broomstick and two 
pieces of wood — next to a trans- 
former, 7 
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The Pewee Test 


Denver Post Wire Services 


Mistakes haun 
nuclear program." """, 


WASHINGTON — At a time 
when the Department of Energy is 
considering spending billions of 
dollars for cleanup and moderniza- 
tion of its nuclear weapons plants, 
billions of dollars spent on past 
mistakes has aroused congressio- 
nal concern. 
This flawed record has led to un- 

iness in Congress with the En- 
erg\\Department’s. proposals to 
spend $80 billion to build five new 
d other nuclear plants 
to modernize the nation's atomic 
weapons industry and to clean up a 
45-year accumulation of chemicals 
and radioactivity. 


The department and its prede- 
cessor agencies have spent more 
than $15 billion since 1970 on trou- 
bled projects, a figure confirmed 
by the Department of Energy and 
the General Accounting Office, the 
investigative arm of Congress. 


S shortcomings we’ve seen 
raise questions about the ی‎ 
capabilities of the Department of” 
Energy,” said J. Dexter Peach, as- 
sistant comptroller general of the 
GAO, who has been investigating 
Energy Department nuclear pro- 
grams since 1977. 


“The Energy Department is 
aware of this record.” He added 
that department officials “are tell- 


ing us it’s going to be a real chal- _ 


lenge” technically to undertake the 
large-scale construction projects 


that are now being discussed. 


Processing plants, nuclear waste 
sites and other projects that cost 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
were built and abandoned without 


ever operating. 

In other instances, plants once 
regarded as vitat turned out to be 
unnecessary, including an enrich- 


ment plant in Ohio that cost $3.5 
billion before construction was 
stopped. ۱ 

, The scale of the cost of modern- 
izing the nuclear weapons industry 
and cleaning up decades of accu- 
mulated toxic and radioactive nu- 
clear wastes is illustrated by a 
study that was completed by the 
Energy Department and delivered 
to the White House last week. 

One striking example of a con- 
struction project that turned out to 
be a failure was a $225 million plu- 
tonium processing building at the 
Rocky Flats Plant near Denver. 
The processing plant, designated 
Building 371, was started in 1973, 

- completed in 1981 and operated for 
a month in 1982 before being shut 
because the new processing tech- 
nology did not work. 

The Energy Department has es- 
timated that it will cost nearly $400 
million and take eight years to 
make the equipment in the building 
work. 

“The fact of the matter is that 
Building 371 is a fiasco,” said Jo- 
seph Salgado, the deputy secretary 
of energy. “It’s a horror story. It’s 
unacceptable.” a 

Building 371 was intended to re- 
place another, much older process- 
ing plant, Building 771. On Oct. 8 
the Energy Department shut 
Building 771 after three employees 
were exposed to plutonium dust, 
which can be extremely dangerous 
if it is inhaled. The closing of Build- 
ing 771, the nation’s sole source of 

` reprocessed plutonium, has 
brought most of the plant’s opera- 
tions at the Rocky Flats Plant to a 
halt. Reprocessed plutonium is 
used in triggers for thermonuclear 
bombs. 

“Building 371 is one of a long list 
of horribles,” said Rep. David 
Skaggs, whose district includes the 
Rocky Flats Plant. “We need inde- 
pendent oversight of this agency. 
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>” ATETE past the point where the e- 
partment of Energy has the credi- 
bility to oversee itself on any of its 

rograms.” ` 
i Salgado was one of a number of 
` top executives who said the Ener- 
gy Department cannot be entirely 
faulted for problems with construc- 
tion. They noted that the agency 
has a dual mission of building nu- 
clear weapons and developing ad- 
vanced nuclear and nonnuclear 
sources of energy. 

As a result, they said, the de- 
partment oversees the design and 
construction of one-of-a-kind plants 
with technologies that have not 
been proven in full-scale industrial 
applications. 

Salgado, though, agrees with the 

_ agency’s critics that the failure of 
Building 371 at the Rocky Flats 
Plant was by no means an isolated 
incident. 

“There are some legitimate con- 
cerns” about the agency’s capabili- 
ty to plan and executive technical- 
ly sophisticated projects, he said. 

Each one of the 17 principal lab- | 
oratories and weapons plants in the | 
12-state nuclear weapons industry | 
has spent large sums to build or 
modernize projects only to discov- 
er equipment does not function 
properly or technological process- 
es collapse. 

In some cases, the building is no 
longer deemed necessary and is 
canceled. 


Skaggs said he is one of a grow- 
ing number of lawmakers who are 
uneasy about the Energy Depart- 
ment's record on construction and 
its planning and forecasting abili- 
ties. Skaggs said Congress should 
take a more thoughtful look next 
year than it has in the past at re- 
quests for billions of dollars for 
116۷ weapon projects. 


As part of the most ambitious 
program of military nuclear con- 
struction since the government 
built the nationwide weapon com- 
plex in the 1940s and early 1950s, 
the Energy. Department has pro- 
posed a $3.6 billion military produc- 
tion reactor for the Savannah Riv- 
er Plant in South Carolina and four 
new advanced reactors for the Ida- 
ho National Engineering Laborato- 
ry, which with relocations of some 
facilities could total more that $50 
billion. i 


. ` In addition, the Energy Depart- 
ment has told the White House $30 
billion will be needed over the next 
21 years to clean up an accumula- ۱ 
tions of chemical spills and low-lev- ， A 
el leaks of radiation at nuclear 
weapons facilities, 
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` Ruling gives states 


some cleanup clout 


By Gary Schmitz 
Denver Post Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Landmark 
court settlements earlier this 
month could greatly strengthen the 
ability of Colorado and other states 
with nuclear weapons factories to 
force federal authorities to clean 
up pollution at the federally run fa- 
cilities. 

The agreements came after 
Ohio officials took the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy to court over re- 
peated violations of state hazard- 
ous waste laws at weapons-related 
plants at Fernald and Piketon. 

To settle those suits, the Energy 
Department -agreed to court-en- 
forceable orders that appear to 
give states much greater clout in 

„regulating federal facilities — an 


issue the two levels of government . 


have fought over for decades. 
“What we have here is the first 
state that has sued the DOE has 
effectively won,” said Shira Flax, 
a lobbyist for the Sierra Club. 
“What is good for Ohio, is good for 
Colorado, and Washington state, 


and others.” 

Colorado officials say that while 
the Ohio agreements score a victo- 
ry for state’s rights and environ- 
mental protection, it is too early to 
measure how sweeping a prece- 
dent they have set. 

Lois Witte, Colorado deputy at- 
torney general, called the Ohio set- 
tlements “very advantageous to 
this state.” 

Gov. Roy Romer has warned the 
Energy Department that he will 
order the Rocky Flats plant shut 
down if the agency attempts to in- 
crease storage of radioactive 
waste at the plant west of Denver. 
It could reach capacity early next 
year, and lawyers on both sides are 
preparing for what could be major 
legal showdown. 

“We are studying the Ohio case 
very Closely ... when we see in- 
creased power go to a state, we 
take that as an positive sign,” Wit- 
te said. 


ed to follow state: environmental 
regulations. The agency has ac- 
knowledged accidental releases of 
at least 300,000 pounds of radioac- 
tive dust into the air from Fernald, 
but has not admitted any wrongdo- 


ing. 

David Shelton, director of haz- 
ardous waste for the Colorado De- 
partment of Health, said the most 
significant effect of the Ohio agreé- 
ments would be if states were 
granted the authority to impose 
civil penalties against the federal 
government. 

While the Ohio agreement does 
require the Energy Department to 
make more than $1 million in “pay- 
ments” for past violations, there is 
substantial disagreement whether 
that give states any new powers to 
levy fines at federal facilities. 

Colorado, for its part, will con- 
tinue to argue that it should have 
such authority, Shelton said. 
“There is no reason why they (the 
federal government) should not be 
subject to the same penalties as 

__evervone else,” he asserted. 


Colorado officials threatened to 


sue the Energy Department for 、 


several years prior to getting the 
agency to sign an agreement in Ju- 
ly 1986 that allows the state to en- 
force state and federal toxic waste 
regulations at Rocky Flats. 

Unlike those in Ohio, the agree- 
ment in Colorado is not administer- 
ed by the courts, and thus may not 
carry the same force of law. 

Indeed, Colorado officials have 
since discovered the limits of their 
agreement. ene 

In May, the state Health Depart- 
ment cited the Energy Depart- 
ment’s contractor at Rocky Flats, 
Rockwell International, for inade- 
quate safety planning and failing to 
inform the state of possibly hazard- 
ous activities at the facility. 

Despite months of negotiations, 
no resolution of the dispute is in 
sight, according to Health Depart- 
ment compliance officer Fred 
Dowsett, who blames the inability 
to reach 3 negotiated settlement 
the department's refusal to pay 
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SUBJECT: DESERT GLOW) EC-RCRAs CUr CERCLA FUBLIC CORRUPTION 


MATTER? OO} DENVER 


Ack THE BUREAL IS AWARE ON MARCH 9» ۰ ACTING il. Be 


ATTORNEY MICHAEL Je NORTON: DISTRICT OF COLORADO MET WTH ACTING 


TE ATTORNEY GENERAL (AAGO DONALD CARE: LANDS ANO NATURAL 


RESOURCES DIVISION: ABOUT PRESSING FOR A DECISION REGARDING THE 


*ROFOREN SEARCH WARRANT AT ROCKY FLATS ANU OBRTAINING COE 


COOPERATION TO PURSUE THIS INVESTIGATION. ALSO PRESENT FOR THIS 
MEETING WERE DENVER FRI AGENTS, ASAC THOMAS J. COYLE ANI SA 


Pee زج‎ 


8/205 030795 fsearched-———— 
Serialized A 
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PARE TWG THE DN 0017 UNCLAS b7c 


| SS EPA OFFICE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS: Sf 
ee LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION: 


NVIRONMENTAL CRIMES SECTION (ECHO ATTORNEY ’S JERRY BLOCK AND 
PETER عل‎ MURTHA. ACTING AAG CARR REPORTED THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
THORNBURGH WILL BE BRIEFED ABOUT THIS MATTER IN THE FORESERARLE 
FUTURE. ASG CARR OF INER THAT PROBABLE CAUSE APREARED TO BE 

SLEEP TOTLENT TO PURSUE THE PROPOSED SEARCH WARRANTS BUT DUE TO THE 
SENSITIVE NATURE OF ROCKY FLATS HE PERCEIVED AN ENHANCED 
CRITERION AT LEAST FROM A POLICY PERSPECTIVE. 

INCLUDED OTHER UO‏ ۰ ع9 SECOND MEETING ON MARCH‏ م 
PANAGEMENT ATTORNEY'S? MARK RICHARD: MARGARET LOVE, MARTIN‏ 
CARLSON AND MILES FLINT. THIS SECOND MEETING INCLUDED A BRIEFING‏ 
INSPECTOR GENERAL‏ معنن ACTING U.S. ATTORNEY NORTON FOLLOWED BY‏ مع 
JOHN Ge LAYTON’S COMMENTS ON THE ACCESSIBILITY OF ROCKY FLATS «‏ 

eS. ATTORNEY NORTON EMPHASIZED TWO FOINTS AT ISSUES dí TO 
ORTAIN A HO. DECISION ON THE EXISTING PROBABLE CAUSE TO PURSUE A 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION: ANE 2 TO EXFLAIN THE REASONS TO EXECUTE 
م‎ SEARDH WARRANT AT ROCKY FLATS. THE HIGHLIGHTS OF U.S. ATTORNEY 


ORTON’ S BRIEFING INCLUDED REQUIRED ACTIONS/DECISTIONS: BACKGROUND 


Of ROCKY FLATS AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE, WHY A CRIMINAL 


PAGE THREE TH UN 0017 UNCLAS 
INVESTIGATION BASIS FOR PROBABLE CAUSEs DOE COOPERATION AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY: ANI OTHER ISSUES AFFECTING A DECISIÓN ۵ 
ACTING UNITED STATES ATTORNEY NORTON NOTED THAT THE 
SALLOAING ACTIONS/SQECISTONS ARE REQUIRED? 
4) FORMAL AUTHORIZATION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR HIS 
CESTOMEE TO PROCEED WITH A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION. 
زج‎ UPON FORMAL AUTHORIZATION, DOE SECRETARY WATKINS SHOULD 
BE BRIEFED REGARDING ACCESS TO ROCKY FLATS? AN 
2) DOE INSPECTOR GENERAL AND SELECTED STAFF SHOULD BE 
رمت يا‎ TO FARTICIPATE IN THE مم‎ SEARCH ANU 
4) ATTORNEY GENERAL BRIEFING WITH ۵ AND NSCS ARD 
5)  OLTAIN WARRANT AND EXECUTE SEARCH UNA TATE TO BE 
LETERMIMEDS 
CO) ATTORNEYS MARK RICHARD AND MARTIN CARLSON BOTH INGQUIRED 
ABOUT THE VERACITY OF DATED DOCUMENTS ANT ANALYTICAL 
"NTERFRETATIONS USED FOR FROBABLE CAUSE IN ۵ GRAFT AFF 1 م‎ 
PARTICULARILY| fa 
CHARACTERIZATION REPORT OF APRIL» 1987, AND THE INFRARED VIDEO 


۱ THE OPERATIONAL STATUS OF A BUILDING REFORTEGQLY SHUT 


DAGE FOUR DE ON 0017 UNCLAS 
GOWN, AFTER DOE INSPECTOR GENERAL LAYTON ARRIVED AND INGUIRED 
ABOUT THE NATURE OF THE ALLEGATIONS? MARK RICHARD COMMENTED THAT 


THE ALLEGATIONS WERE STRONG» SUPPORTED EY CERTIFICATIONS MADE 
UNDER PENALTY GF LAW. 


WHILE LAYTON WAS PRESENT? RICHARD EXPLORED VARIOUS JPTIONS 


Of EXECUTING A SEARCH WARRANT. LAYTON ANNOUNCED HIS CONCERNS 


SEGARTLING PUBLIC POLICY AND THAT A SEARCH WARRANT AT ROOMY FLATS 
WOULD IMPACT NATIONAL SECURITY. 
LAYTON STATED THAT THE SECURITY AT ROCKY FLATS WOULD NOT BE 


EASILY BYPASSED WITH A SEARCH WARRANT OR A FHONE CALL FROM DOE 


SECRETARY WATSING. LAYTON RELIEVES THAT PURSUING A CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATION AT ROCKY FLATS SHOULD BE A PRESIDENTIAL DECTSION. 


ACTING U.S: ATTORNEY NORTON EMPHASIZED THOT THE PROBABLE 


CAUSE TO PURSJE A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION: ¿Es PROPOSED SEARCH 


JARRANT:» GUT-dEIGHS THE RAMIFICATIONS OF INACTION, THE MEETING 
CONC UDELL WITH AAG CARR APPOINTING AN AD HOC COMMITTEE TI DEVELOP 


THERE WERE NO DECISIONS FY 
DOJ TO PROVIDE FORMAL AUTHORIZATION ON PURSUING A CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATION OR IF THERE WAS A NECESSITY TO EXECUTE A 


SEARCH WARRANT e 


PAGE FIVE LE DN 0017 UNCLES 


CIN MARCH 10, 198% DOE INSPECTOR GENERAL JOHN Cs LAYTON WAS 


VISITED BY ASAC THOMAS J. COYLE?» sa [e 0 ECS 


ATTORNEY PETER MURTHA’, LAYTON WANTED TO DISCUSS THE FROFOSED 


SEARCH WARRANT LOGISTICS. LAYTON AUVISED THAT A HOE SECRETARY 


ay tage age 


CONCERN OOO AND NSC. LAYTON ALSO EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN 


WELL OFFICIALS MIGHT NOT HAVE THE REGUISITE 


THAT (OE ANG “UL 


NOTICE 0E CRIMINAL SANCTIONS FOR VIOLATING ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATUTES. 

LAYTON EMPHASIZED THAT THE IN=FLACE SECURITY AT ROCKY FLATS 
WOULD REQUIRE MORE THAN A SEARCH WARRANT, A CALL FROM TRE DOE 
SECRETARY ANT DOE COOPERATION. HE OF INED THAT THE FRESIDENT» HIS 
STAFF AND OTHER CABINET OFFICERS WOULD HAVE TQ BE INVOLVED AND 


APPROVE THE SEARCH. LAYTON WAS ALSO CONCERNED THAT A SEARCH 


WOULL BE DISRUPTIVE TO ROCKY FLATS PRODUCTION. CAUSE ADVERSE 


PUBLICO REACTIONS AND COMPROMISE NATIONAL SECRETS. TOE WOULD BE 


CONCERNED THAT A SEARCH WOULD IMPEDE PRODUCTION OR CAUSE A SHUT~ 


TOWN; UNLESS THE SEARCH COULD BE RESTRICTED TO A VERY SHORT 


PERIOD OF TIMES 


b2 
DTE 


THE DENVER GIVISION REMAINS OF THE OF INTON THAT PROCEEDING 


WITH A SEARCH WARRANT IN A CRIMINAL CONTEXT 18 THE MOST VIABLE 
AND EFFECTIVE METROS TO PROCEED IN THIS MATTER NOT WITHSTAHDING 
THE OBVIOUS LOGISTICAL AND NATIONAL SECURITY CONCERNS WHICH MUST 
EE AUDRESGED. THE BUREAU WILL BE KEFT APPRISED OF THE INPUT OF 
THE ACTING U.S. ATTORNEY NORTON IN THE BRIEFING FAFER BEING 
REPARE ON THIS MATTER AS LTRECTED RY AAG CARR, 

ET 
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1823 Byron G. Rogers 
Federal Building 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
March 15, 1989 
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U. S. EPA, EMSL, AMS 
944 East Harmon 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 


Reference to your telephone call to Special Agent 
[°۴ this office on March 14, 1989. 


Enclosed for your acknowledgement are the following: 


1. 


ENCLOSURE (S) 


FD-192 (reverse side), pages one through five to 
record the Chain of Custody. 


One VHS video tape cassette of the infra-red 
overflight on December 9, 1988. 


One Maxell VHS video tape cassette, dated 
December 10, 1988. 


One VHS video tape cassette, and one super VHS 
video tape cassette recorded on December 15, 
1988. 


One TDK, Super Avilyn, T-120 video cassette 
recorded on February 25, 1989. 


One preliminary local climatological data report 
for December, 1988. 9 
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7. One diagram of discharge points at Rocky Flats. 
8. One diagram of surface drainage at Rocky Flats. 


9. One schematic diagram of buildings at Rocky 
Flats. 


By way of background, the Denver office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA)/Office of Criminal Investigations 
(OCI), Denver, Colorado, are conducting a joint criminal 
investigation regarding the Department of Energy's (DOE) Rocky 
Flats Plant. Please maintain a chain of custody on the 
enclosed items and most importantly the confidential nature of 
this information and request. 


The enclosed FD-192 (Item 1), using the reverse Chain 
of Custody side, should assist you and your staff in 
documenting the handling of the enclosures. Please note the 
registered mail number in the space provided upon accepting 
this letter with signature, date and time of receipt. 
Subsequently, each staff member should also document possession 
of any enclosure. The enclosures (Item 2 through 5) are 
original evidence and maintaining a chain of custody record is 


important. Referral/Consult 


Regarding the December 9, 1988 overflight recording 


DE Item 2 at the beginning of the tape; a recording was made of 
recorded a 5 degree Fa rennei 
دح‎ 


temperature at the influent. recorded a 365 
degree Fahrenheit temperature 

had no reading, as it was inoperative, and equivalen O e 
ambient outside temperature. The stack readings were at 9:30 
PM. 


The other overflight recordings on December 10, 1988, 
December 15, 1988 and February 25, 1989, did not include 
identifiable source readings. 


The overflights on December 9, 1988, December 10, 
1988 and December 15, 1988, were recorded with white as 
thermally active; the February 25, 1989, overflight was 
recorded with black as thermally active. 


DOE 


6 0 


A preliminary local climatological data report for 
February, 1989, was not yet available from the weather service. 


The digitalization interpretation being requested 
should include the enclosed reference point documents. The 
following list of points or locations should be specifically 
interpreted with a possible temperature range, and process a 
frame to photograph, where noted. 


A. Interpret the temperature for all emissions 
stacks at; 
Referral/Consult 
Picture) 
Picture) 


Picture) ۱ 


e. Picture) 
f. Picture) 
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B. Interpret the temperature for stored liquid at; 


(Picture) 


aanw 


Regarding the emission stack temperatures (A); in the 
event there is insufficient calibration data, please consider a 


relative factoring quotient, i.e., "a" is three times hotte 
than "b". Regarding the stored liquid temperatures (B); 
shows ing thet active when in fact it should be dry. 


Regarding the effluent temperatures (C); 
viously reported 
a clear picture wou 


elpiul. 


In regards to frame to photograph dimensions, as 
large as possible would be most helpful (24 inch by 24 inch). 


0 0 


Thank you again for your cooperation and assistance. bz7c 
Please feel free to contact Special Agent if 
Sincerely, 


ROBERT L. PENCE 
Special Agent in Charge 


By: THOMAS J. COYLE 
Assistant Special Agent 
in Charge 
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To: Honorable Michael J. Norton, 1200 Byron G. Rogers Federal Building, 


(Name and Address of USA) Denver, Colorado 
From Robert L. Pence, Denver 
(Name of Official in Charge and Field Division) (Signature of Official in Charge) 
RE: Desert Glow 
(Name of Subject) Age Sex 
You are hereby advised of action authorized by USA Michael J. Norton 
(Name of USA or AUSA) 


on information submitted by Special Agent > on E A : 
ame (Date) DIE 


(Check One) 
K Request further investigation 


O Immediate declination 


O Filing of complaint ALL INFORMATION E D 


su or‏ ديه 
D Presentation to Federal Grand Jury TE 220/0 ee a SIN‏ 


D Filing of information 


O Other 
For violation of Title 42 _, USC, Section(s) ee 
Tg 
Synopsis of case: 1 Q 


This is to confirm the two meetings at the Department of Justice (DOJ), 
Washington, D.C., on March 9, 1989. The first meeting was with 

Acting Associate Attorney General (AAG) Donald Carr, from about 11:00AM 
to 12:00 noon. The second meeting was with several DOJ attorney's from 
about 2:40PM to 4:50PM. During the second meeting, Department of 
Energy (DOE)/Inspector General (IG) John C. Layton attended from about 
3:20PM to its conclusion. 
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The first meeting with AAG Carr included U. S. Attorney (USA) 


Michael J. Norton; DOJ, Environmental Crimes Section (ECS) 
Attorneys Jerry Block and Peter Murtha; Denver FBI Agents, 


Assistant Agent in Charge Thomas J. Coyle and Special 
۰ Agent (SA) fice of Criminal 
- Investigat AAG Carr advised on 


the following: 


After reviewing a draft application and affidavit for search 
warrant at Rocky Flats, AAG Carr opined that sufficient probable 
cause exists to pursue the proposed search warrant and petition 


. formal DOJ authorization to continue with the criminal 


investigation. AAG Carr perceived that the facts of this matter 
requires an enhanced criterion, due to the sensitive nature of 
Rocky Flats. 


AAG Carr mentioned that Attorney General Richard Thornburgh will 
be briefed about the criminal investigation on Rocky Flats. The 
briefing will be scheduled within the next two weeks. The DOJ/ 
Lands and Natural Resources Division, will prepare an executive 
briefing summary and position paper. The summary and position 


: papers should facilitate a timely decision on whether DOJ will 


formally authorize this criminal investigation and proposed 
search warrant. AAG Carr also opined that briefing the EPA 
administrator will remain in abeyance until DOJ has rendered a 
decision on this matter. 


The second meeting included the above first meeting attendees and 


DOJ management attorneys Mark Richard, Margaret Love, Martin 
Carlson and Miles Flint. DOE/IG Layton was invited after the 
first hour. This second meeting was a briefing update by USA 
Norton followed by DOE/IG Layton's comments on the accessibility 
of Rocky Flats. Attached as a portion of this report is a copy 
of the March 9, 1989, briefing memorandum on "Desert Glow": The 
Criminal Investigation at DOE's Rocky Flats plant, Denver, 
Colorado. The minutes of the meeting are as follows: 


DOJ, Lands and Natural Resources Division Attorney Margaret 
Strand has been assigned to defend DOE regarding the February 1, 
1989, civil action filed by the Sierra Club. 


USA Norton began his presentation by identifying the two points 
at issue: 1) to obtain a decision about the probable cause of 
Federal environmental violations at Rocky Flats; 2) present 
reasons for pursuing a search warrant at Rocky Flats and 
obtaining a formal DOJ decision authorizing the execution of the 
proposed search warrant. 


Mark Richard commented that Attorney General Thornburgh will 
receive a personal briefing and will decide on the points at 
issue. 


USA Norton discussed the highlights of probable cause indicating 
that past and present DOE and Rockwell employees are believed to 


二 2: 三 
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be violating Federal environmental laws. USA NORTON also 
commented that a criminal investigation should be pursued to 
identify violators, if any, and hold the violators accountable 


. for violating the law. 


- The discussion on probable cause included historical non- 
compliance, DOE reports filed with the EPA indicating 
inconsistent representations, and DOE/Rockwell certifications 
misrepresenting facts made- under penalty of law. The present 
probable cause included an analysis of EPA required permits 
submitted by DOE/Rockwell, the Waste Stream Identification and 
Characterization | (WSIC) report, the 771 shutdown, infra-red 


Martin Carlson inquired about the accuracy of the WSIC document, 
dated April, 1987. The response was that the WSIC appeared to be 
submitted by a Rockwell contractor as an EPA regulatory 
requirement ancillary to DOE's RCRA part A application. In 
September, 1987, and December, 1987, DOE responded to comments by 
. the Colorado Department of Health (CDH) about the WSIC. After 
December, 1987, the WSIC was amended to include notations DOE 
responded to in December, 1987. In conclusion, the WSIC is the 
most recent dated document, with amendments, that explains the 
waste streams at Rocky Flats. 


Mark Richard inquired about the 771 shutdown and if any 
representations relate to a false statement. The response was 
that three Rocky Flats employees were inadvertently exposed to 
radiation in 771. After about October 7, 1988, DOE/Rockwell 
announced the shutdown of 771, which was reopened on January 20, 
1989. During the three months 771 was shut down, EPA and CDH 
inspectors were denied access to 771; based on the material 
representations by DOE/Rockwell, the EPA and CDH were denied the 
ability to inspect 771 and ascertain regulatory compliance. 


USA Norton also presented a discussion on active units under RCRA 
closure. In November, 1985, the 207 solar evaporation ponds were 
closed and prohibited from being actively used to store waste 
streams. Also the landfill adjacent to the main hazardous waste 
storage area was deemed closed by the EPA after DOE/Rockwell 
moved the main hazardous waste storage area to another location 
at Rocky Flats. The landfill is actively being used for 
hazardous waste disposal. 


Further discussions about the WSIC document continued, when 
DOE/IG John C. Layton entered the meeting. Layton asked a 
general question about how strong are the allegations. 


Mark Richard assured Layton that the allegations were strong, 


supported by certifications made under penalty of law. Richard 
explored various options of executing a search warrant. 


oo. we 
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Layton announced his concerns regarding public policy, that a 
search warrant at Rocky Flats would impact national security. 
Layton said that the security force at Rocky Flats would not be 
easily by-passed with a search warrant or a telephone call from 
DOE Secretary Watkins. Layton believes that pursuing a criminal 
investigation at Rocky Flats should be a Presidential decision. 


USA Norton noted that the probable cause to pursue a criminal 
investigation, i.e. proposed search warrant, out-weighs the 
ramifications of inaction. The meeting concluded with AAG Carr 
referring to appointing an Ad Hoc committee to develop a briefing 
paper for Attorney General Thornburgh. There was no decision by 
DOJ to provide formal authorization on pursuing a criminal 
investigation or if there was a necessity to execute a search 
warrant. 


On March 10, 1989, DOJ Attorney Peter Murtha arranged a meeting 
with DOE/IG Layton to discuss logistics regarding the proposed 


search warrant. Also in attendance was ASAC Thomas J. Coyle and DTC 
SA f the FBI. Layton reiterated that this matter 
shou e a Presidential decision; that a DOE secretary briefing 

b2 
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also expressed some concern that DOE and ROCKWELL officials might 
not have the requisite notice of criminal sanctions for violating 
environmental statutes. 


Layton emphasized that the in-place security at Rocky Flats would 
require more than a search warrant, a call from the DOE 
secretary and DOE cooperation. The President, his staff and 
other Cabinet Officers would have to be involved and approve the 
search. Layton intimated that EPA environmental rules may not be 
enough to expose potential national security issues. Layton was 
concerned that a search would be disruptive to Rocky Flats' 
production, cause adverse public reactions and compromise 
national secrets. DOE would be concerned that a search would 
impede production or cause a shut-down, unless the search could 
be restricted to one day. The perceived media attention could 
disrupt the activity at Rock lats b lacing undue pressure b 
ongress on the facility. 
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Layton advised that DOE intends to advise Congress, as early as 
March 13, 1989; that hearing preparation, testimony and answers 
to inquires are efforts, time and money that could be directed 
towards safety research and expenditures at DOE facilities. 


well as data from infrared aerial observations of Rocky FBI 
Flats' activities 
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Although we have detected a number of probable 
violations, the following are the most significant criminal 
violations supported by robable cause. These violations 
may be supplanted by even more significant violations 
discovered in our search or subsequent grand jury 
investigation. 


A. False Statements regarding RCRA Groundwater 
Monitoring Compliance 


DOE and Rockwell have known from at least 1980 that 
Rocky Flats has had serious groundwater contamination from 
such toxic and hazardous wastes as trichloroethylene and 
chloroform, primarily leaking from its solar evaporative 
ponds and areas where mixed radioactive waste were buried. 
Nonetheless, Rocky Flats has historically misrepresented the 
nature, character, and disposition of hazardous wastes 
generated and discharged. 


Despite these obvious and serious violations, on Novem- 
ber 8, 1985, both the DOE Acting Area Manager and Rockwell's 
Vice President and General Manager for Rocky Flats certified 
that they had personally examined the RCRA groundwater 
certification that Rocky Flats was in compliance with all 
groundwater monitoring requirements and that it was "true, 
accurate and complete". On November 11, 1985, GAO reported 
the presence of groundwater contamination and absence of 
compliance. This goes to the issue of "scienter." 


This false certification was contradicted by Rockwell's 
internal communications and by an internal DOE memorandum 
dated July 1986 stating that Rocky Flats "[was] in poor con- 
dition generally in terms of environmental compliance, *** 
We have basically no RCRA groundwater monitoring wells, our 
permit applications are grossly deficient (some of the waste 
facilities at [Rocky Flats] are patently 'illegal')." 
(emphasis added) 


An April 1987 inspection by EPA revealed that the 
groundwater monitoring at Rocky Flats was still "grossly 
deficient" and in violation of RCRA's requirements. In 
addition to the crime of false statements, it may be that 
allowing the leaking of contaminants from RCRA treatment, 
storage and disposal units such as the solar ponds consti- 
tutes a knowing unpermitted disposal of hazardous waste in 
violation of 42 U.S.C. § 6928(d)(2). 
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AERIAL PHOTO/REMOTE SENSING REQUEST 


Please provide the following information to aid in the timely and. 
efficient acquisition and analysis of aerial photographs and 
preparation reports. 


1. RegionfW/L Division EcL Request Date: 3.5187 
2. Project Officer Bill She TÍ ۳55 LS 7 


3. Reason For Study Cae prier Aunt ' 


4. Site Name Rocky Flits PlauT __ EPA S/S IDF: 
Alternate names! used: 


5. City, County, State Ga da. يلكت ل‎ On Ge 


6. Quad sheet showing site location (USGS - please attach) 
7. Legislative Authority 


CERCLA [NPL # ] 
RCRA 
RCRA Enforcement 
Clean Water Act 
SPCC 
Other 
سم‎ Use in Litigation (Estimated Date) 


۱۱1 


IH ویس‎ ws (leg s ( 


Comments: E OCE Suseel 
ی لاه ممت و‎ 5 
8. Analysis Requirements Cec Bates TEL Memo fria 
No 


a. Current Photos? es 
=—]" 


。 storical Photos 
Study period (e.g., 1936-1985) 
Number of Photo coverage dates (e.g., every 5 years) 


lop 


Specific years 


9. Focus of analysis (major problem areas) 


b7C 


To: 
Lao eesti 
Trza: GPa [Were — On 
SA EPA foei Oa 


b7C 


۳ a Hlad Maart 
dis Llen ere اع‎ 
es Ge ف حل‎ FL af صما‎ A 


DOE SES CO 


=j تن‎ 


DN 249-43 BDG 
JSL/11m 


一 1 一 
The following investigation was conducted by SA | 
| at Denver, Colorado on the date indicated: 
On January 2, weal l LOCKHEED EMSCO, 1050 


East Flamingo, Suite 126, Las Vegas, Nevada, 89119 sent the 
following to the FBI in Denver, Colorado, via Federal Express, 
received on January 3, 1989: 


1. Two photo enlargements, four copies each of PIC 
89762, dated May 26, 1988. Referral/Consult 


DOE | 


b7C 
| On January 5, 1989, was telephonically 
| contacted about the video interpretation report received on 
| January 3, 1989. dvised that he considered the reporte 
| temperature of 
DOE 
Referral/Consult 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


1823 Byron G. Rogers 
Federal Office Building 
Denver, Colorado 80202 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 249-43 


November 8, 1989 


Mr. William M. Baker 

Assistant Director 

Criminal Investigative Division 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 


Dear Bill: Referral/Consult 


On June 6, 1989, the Denver Division of the FBI executed 
an unprecedented search warrant at the Rocky Flats Nuclear Plant. 
The Rocky Flats Nuclear Plant is a Department of Energy (DOE) 


owned and contract operated nuclear weapons facilit 16 miles 
northwest of Denver, Colorado DOE 
AA ee z TONS OF Ene 


Search warrant affidavit were made possible by the significant 
contributions of the Aviation and Support Operations Unit. 


On various dates in December, 1988 and again in February b7c 
and May, 1989, SSA] j] facilitated the use of a specially 
equipped Bureau airplane for the collection and recording of 
thermal evidence at Rocky Flats. The idea of using infra-red 
scanning and recording equipment is not new in criminal 
investigations, but the technique used at Rocky Flats was a Bureau 
first. ات‎ his unit helped to augment this technique 
for the presentation and interpretation of some clearly poignant 
evidence. As a result of employing the infra-red technique, the 
search warrant affidavit was scientifically and expertly 
supported. 


Through you, I want to personally commend SSA 


understanding that the EPA employs a similar contract support | L 
group, but the contract costs for deploying this technique would 
have been prohibitive and probably less secure. Additionally, 
because the Aviation and Support Operations Unit was available, ۱ 
DUNE که بقل سر‎ 
1 - Addressee Ñ 
©- Denver (249-43) s 

ری وی ی 1 
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important evidence bolstered the search warrant affidavit and the 
operation. 


Please convey the sincere appreciation and gratitude of 
the Denver Division to SS and the Aviation and Support 
Operations Unit personnel. 


Sincerely, 


won L. PENCE 


Special Agent in Charge 
Denver, Colorado 
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“ SECTION OBE OF TWO SECTIONS 


CITE! //3210// 

PASS? SECTION CHIEF LARRY POTTS, WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION. 
SUBJECT! DESERT GLOWS MC2273 EC ~ RURA» CuUñs CERCLA; PUBLIC” 
| CORRUPTION MATTERS 00% O DENVER» 

E RE DENVER TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, [ATED NOVEMBER lés 1989, 


THE PRIMARY INVESTIGATIVE FOCUS SINCE THE LAST SUMMARY - 


CEQIBENTIARY DOCUBEMTS + . UN “NOV EMBER le 1989 Ue GS. ATTORNEY (USA) 
a MICHAEL J. NORTON» PENYE Ri ANE 10 J ASSISTANT AT TORNE Y GENERAL 

d oo : 

LAA? RICHARD STEWART: LANIEAND NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION 


Searched um 
Serializeu __. Be 
Indexed 


Filed ا‎ : oY 


AGE: TWO DE FEIDN 0013 UNCLAS 


0 REQUESTED THAT THE INVESTIGATION EXPEDITE THE REVIEW OF 250 BOXES 
EVIDENCE. THE REVIEW PROCESS ENTAILS THE SCREENING OF EACH 
TDENTIARY GOCUMENT FOR RELEVANCY AND DEFINING THE : NECESSARY 
PARAMETERS FOR COMPUTER ASSISTED RETRIEVALS. i 

ae REVIEW PROCESS 18 THE INITIAL STEP AMONG SEVERAL OTHER 


PROCESSED ae IZED EY THE eel FORGE TO RETRIE VE E VIDE NC Es THE 
COQING PROCESS COMPLETES THE INFORMATION IN THE DOCUMENT CODING 
FORM THE COPYING PROCESS IS WHERE THE ORIGINAL ITE A is COPIED TO 
"TAE COOLING FORM: THE ENTRY PROCESS 13 THE STEP THAT AUTOMATES THE 


DOCUMENT CODING FORM I NEORMATION FOR COMPUTER ASSI STEn 


RETRI EVALG&. THE N ECEMBER 15, 1989; REVIEWED DEAL. TNE DID NGT 

ARDRESS ANY QUALITY AS SURANCE/ QUAL, ITY CONTROL PROCE SSE و‎ HIGH 
WOULD HAVE NORMALLY BEEN UTILIZED DURING THE REVIEW P HAS E , 

AS 4 RESULT OF USA NORTON’S AND AAG STEWART G REQUEST» THE 


: TASK FORCE یاه‎ WITH EXPED ITING THE REVIEW OF ALL RES TRENT: 


kes ae” Tore 


E ROXES OF EVIDENCE BY DELE “MBER. 15, 198%. TURING THE TERM OF THIS 
REQUEST» THE TASK FORCE HAS LOGGED 397 BOXES OF EVI DENCE © THE 


¿DENVER OFFICE OF THE FRI AND EPA/NETC FACILITATED THE REGIE 


‘REALL INE BY SUPPORTING THE TASK FORCE WITH ADL {TIONAL FERS ONNEL. 


A PROGRESS REPORT WILL. RE SUBMITTED TO AAG STEWART AND USA 


NORTON ON DECEMBER 15, 19895 ADVISING: THAT THE REVIEW Has BEEN 


ig Ee E 
oP 


0 
1 Referral/c 
y PAGE TWO DE FIDE /Consult 


DOE 


| ELECTRONTE MALL (Be NATL AND WORK PROCESSOR FILES. THE 
CONVERSION FROCESS FACILITATED THE INFORMATION TD REMAIN AS “FULL 
TEXT" ON ELECTRONIC MEIA FORMAT FOR COMPUTER ASSISTED RETRIEVAL 


AND WILL SAVE THE TASK FORCE FROM REVIEWING THE MATERIAL IN ۸ 


PRINTED FORM, THE AMOUNT OF INFORMATION IN PRINTEC FORM WOULD 
HAVE EASILY BEEN OVER 100 BOXES» AT AN ESTIMATED MANHOUR SAVINGS 
E Ar SOO HOURS. ۱ 

INVESTISATION CONTINUES, 


ET ۱ ۱ ۱ 


904 
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PAGE FOUR DE FRITN 0013 UNCLAS 


“MILITARY SITES» OR EVEN AT ROCKY FLATS, WITHOUT THE REQUIRED 

i rem (THE RESOURCE, CONSERVATION AND REC COVERY ACT (RERA) 
LLOWS FOR A PRESIDENTIAL EXEMPTION FOR STRATEGIC WEAPONS ` 

COMPLEXES FROM PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS WHEN REPORTED TO CONGRESS 


DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY. 


ON NOVEMBER 22s 17877 û DENVER LOCAL DAILY REPORTED THAT HOE 


ASSIGNEN A TEAM OF 100 INSPECTORS TO SEARCH FOR SAFETY VIOLATIONS 
AT ROCKY FLATS. THE ASSIGNMENT WAS FOR ONE WEEK, IN ANTICIPATION 
Or مومع‎ ING. REPLACING ROCKWELL AS THE DOE CONTRACTOR AT ROCKY 
FLATS. SECRETARY WATKINS WAS QUOTED AS: STATING THAT THE 
TRANSITION ‘WAS NOT AS SMOOTH AS WE CIDE) HAL HOP "Ely * ADDING THAT 
FEDERAL ANI STATE OFFICIALS HAVE CONTINUING CONCERNS ABOUT PLANT 
MAN ۱ E 5 ۱ 

ON NOVEMBER 30, 198% A DENVER LOCAL DAILY CARRIED TWO 

+ HEADLINE STORIES ABOUT ROCKY FLATS? i ۱ 

۱ THE FIRST STORY JAS A DOE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT A MAJOR CUTRACK 


A oF | PLUTONIUM PROCES 55 ING. BEG AN AT ROCKY FLATS ON NOVEMBER Loy 


SMAN DAVID SKAGGS (D-C0) PUBLICLY CALLED FOR THE 
| ENERGY DEPARTMENT TO SHUT DOWN ROCKY FLATS TEMPORARILY UNTIL THE 
| PLANT CAN GROVE IT IS OBEYING ALL ENVIRONMENTAL AND WORKER SAFETY 


+ LAWS. SKAGGS WAS QUOTED AS STATING» "I HAVE RELUCTANTLY COME TO 


a ©‏ سووهم 
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TRE CONCLUSION THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY CANNOT DEMONSTRATE 


THAT AN ADEGUATE MARGIN GF SAFETY EXISTS IN THE PLUTON TUM ee 


OPERATIONS AT ROCKY FLATS." DAVID SIMONSON: FEDERAL MANAGER AT 


ROCKY FLATS: REPLIED THAT THE DOE ALREADY 15 ADOPTING ALL THE 
SAFETY SUGGESTIONS PROPOSED BY CONGRESSMAN SKAGGS. 
OTHE SECOND STORY WAS CAPTIONED “ILLEGAL BURN DIDN'T OCCUR 


OFFICIALS SAY." AN UNIDENTIF LED FEDERAL OFFICIAL DISCLOSED TO 


THE MEDIA THAT FRI INFRA-RED OVERFLIGHT IN DECEMBER, 1988 AND EFA. 


PHOTO INTERPRETATIONS USED IN THE JUNE ون‎ 198% SEARCH WARRANT 


AFFIDAVIT ERRONEOUSLY INDICATED THAT 771 WAS ILLEGALLY OPERATED, 


CONGRESSMAN SKAGGS AND COLORADO: GOVERNOR ۲ ROMER BOTH PUBLICLY 


GOVERNOR ROMER STATED THAT HE HAS TOLI SEVERAL FEDERAL UFFICIALS 
THAT HE CONSIDERED THE CHARGE TO BE UNFAIR ANID BAT GOVERNMENT. " 
O CONGRESSMAN SKAGGS STATED "1 HAVE SPOKEN TO MANY PEOPLE INVOLVED 
IN THAT FEI INVESTIGATION: AND FROM WHAT T CAN TELL: 1 JUST DON’T 
THINK THAT THE FACTS ARE GOING TO SUBSTANTIATE SOME OF THE MORE 
SPECTACULAR ALLEGATIONS THE FBI HAD IN ITS AFFIDAVIT.” 

GW DECEMBER 97 1787 A DENVER LOCAL DAILY REPORTED THAT AN 


AGREEMENT EETWEEN THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CEDH)» EFA 


8 3 ES 3 1 we 
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FASE SIX DE FRIDN 0013 UNCLAS ۱ 
REGIÓN GILD DENVER AND DOS FOR CLEAN-UP EFFORTS AT ROCKY FLATS 
WAS NOT SIGNED AS ANTICIPATED, DOE DID NOT SIGN THE AGREEMENT 
BECAUSE FEDERAL BUDGET OFFICIALS HAD NOT YET, REVIEWED THE 
AGREEMENT. THE CLEAN-UP SCHEDULE INCLUDES SPENDING $75, 000, 0 


+ FLATS LURING THE NEXT YEAR AND MORE THAN $5062 0067 060 | 


wy 


<< FOR THE EVENTUAL CLEAN-UP AT ROCKY FLATS. THE CLEAN-UP WILL BE 
SIMULTANEOUS WHILE THE ROCKY FLATS PLANT CONTINUES WITH KEY 
PRODUCTION OF PLUTONIUM TRIGGERS FOR THERMONUCLEAR WEAPON 


COMPONENTE, 


QF CLASSIFIERS TO THE DENVER HEE TCE OF THE FRI TO REVIEW THE WORK 
PRODUCT FROM CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION. AS A RESULT OF REVIEWING 
ABOUT 320 INTERVIEW REPORTS (FD-3025)* SEVERAL THOUSAND 
PHOTOGRAPHS AMD ABOUT BIGHT. (8) VIDEOTAFES? DOE DETERMINED THAT 


B3028, 6-FIELD NOTES AND ABOUT 10-PHOTOGRAFHS WERE CLASSIFIED. 


ra 


HO WILL BE CONTINUING THE WERK PRODUCT REVIEW FOR CLASSIFICATION 
OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
“CLASSIFIER INFORMATION AND PROCEDURES ACT (CIPA). THE 


CLASSIFICATION REVIEW WILL ALSO ENCOMPASS. ATTORNEY WORK ۰ 
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CITE: کل و ی‎ 
PASS; SECTION CHIEF 
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CORRUPTION MATTERS GU? 


TEXTO CONTINUES 


PROCEDURE» AnD 


ON DECEMBER wy 


TO DIRECTOR FRI/ROUTINEZ. 
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INVESTIGATIVE WORK PRODUCT INCLUDING THE DOCUMENT CODING 
ADDITIONAL INTERVIEW REPORTS + ۱ 

AFET, 
SECTION, FACILITATED THIS 


SFY PISEK INFORMATION SEIZED 


(E) 


MC 277 EC ~ RERA» CWAs CERCLA? PUBLIC 


DENVER. 


TO (DIVISION 8), SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT 


INVESTIGATION WEITH CONVERTED MAIN FRAME 


DURING THE SEARCH 


PAGE THREE DE FREDN.0013 UNCLAS 


COMPLETEN ON AT LEAST 320 BOXES, AT LEAST 298 BOXES HAVE BEEN 
CODED, AT LEAST 2546 BOXES HAVE BEEN COFIEDL AND AT LEA ST 239 BOXES 


HAVE BREEN ENTERED, SEVENTY"SEJEN (77) BOXES REMAIN TO BE 


REV TE Jetty OF WHICH ONLY THIRTY -POUR (134) WILL REQUIRE THE 

ADIT IONAL PROCESSES OF COLLING AND COPYING. THE OTHER FORTY-FOUR 

(44) BOXES GRE FER SOMNEL FILES WHICH ONLY REGUIRE DIRECT ENTRY- 
OPERATIONS AT THE ROCKY FLATS NUCLEAR FLANT CONTINUE TO 


HEREIVE CONSTANT LOCAL MEDIA COVERAGE. DURING THE WEEK OF 


NOVEMBER 27s 1989 BOE HAD ASSIGNED 100 TIGER TRAM" PERSONNEL TO 
°` REVIEW SOTENTIAL SAFETY HAZARDS AT OROÉRKY FLATS. TOE SECRETARY 


HOMES WATKINS CERSONALLY VISITED THE SITE ON DECEMBER 1۶ 15 TEF 


AND ANNOUNCED THAT ALL PLUTONIUM RECOVERY OPERATIONS WOULD BE 


wed ا‎ tet 


INDEFINITEL Y. e FOLLOW NG 18 A SUMMARY OF THE LOCAL‏ ا ات 


DENVER MEDIS COVERAGE AT- ROCKY FLATS 


ON NOVEMBER 22s 19897 NEWS WIRE SERORTS INDICATE THAT DOE 8 


NEGOTIATING WITH THE FENTAGON ABOUT THE USE OF yT 


| RAGES AE TEMPORARY STORAGE: SITES FOR THE ROCKY FLATS: RADIGACTIVE 


0 WASTES e ALGO, SEN TOR ENERGY DEFARTRENT OFFICIALS HAVE BEGUN TO 


TALK ABOUT POSSTELY SEEKING A PRESI DENT IAL DIRECTIVE TO OVERRIDE 


CCA KEY ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND LET THE EXCESS WASTE HE STORED AT 


UNCLASSIFIED 


` 


FD-302 (REV. 3-10-82)‏ ار و 


ENS O 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


b 


6/17/89 


Date of transcription 


AAA N O 
date of birth 
ocial Securi Account Number 
تسه‎ number after being 
ed 0 e identity of the interviewing Agents and the nature 


of the interview, provided the following information: 


اک 267 


5 has read the affidavit for the 
£ ۳4 Search warrant for the Rocky Flats Plant. He does not believe the 
boo incinerator in Building 771 could have been operated during the 
És period it was supposed to be shut down. It was shut down around 
ae October 1, 1988, and restarted in mid-February, 1989. It was shut 
£ >» down for repairs and upgrading. In November and December, a lot of 
iw upgrading maintenance was conducted on the incinerator and the 
Soy exhaust stack. Other repairs were made such as a repair on the 

# ® incinerator door. 

q £20 

之 信访 e PA not believe the heat detected by 
Ta لا‎ + 

ADA 


infrared photography coming from this stack would have been from 
the incinerator | ______jsupported his opinion by explaining that 
there are alot o crubbers (water coolers) which cool the exhaust 
from the incinerator considerably and remove large particulate 


matter from the exhaust. Then the already cooled exhaust goes 
series of filters before it goes out through the stack. 
es not believe exhaust would be any hotter than 212 
l egrees (the temperature of steam) after it has gone through the 
scrubbers [cannot explain or account for the heat detected 
by the in photography, but he believes it was from heat 
generated by all of the other operations going on in the building. 
He advised that while the incinerator was shut down, there was a 


lot of steam cleaning done. He does not know if maintenance 
records would show exactly what was done on days when the infrared 
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photography was done because Rockwell's records are a little 
sloppy in regard to the routine things that they do as opposed to 
the unusual things which they do. 


Another reason|__ ras for not believing the 
incinerator was operated when it was supposed to be shut down is 
that Rockwell has a very good accounting system all of the 
barrels within the confines of the plant [we estes that 
every barrel including empty barrels has umber assigned 
to it. It would be extremely difficult to do illegal 


incineration and not be caught by the accounting system for the 
waste consumed and the movement of the barrels. 


rn Jopinion, the bonus received by Rockwell 
for meeting good production standards is not sufficient motive 


for an hourly employee to commit an illegal act such as operatin 
the incinerator when it is not supposed to be operated. [o] 
does not believe that supervisors are pressured to meet 


production quotas to the point that they would cause the 
incinerator to be operated illegally. 


guessed that it would require a minimum of two 
employees to start the incinerator. However, there would be 
many more employees involved in the peripheral operations 
required for operating the incinerator. ل‎ pstinates that 
it would require 45 minutes to actually star e incinerator and 
he does not know how long it would take to shut it down. 
Normally when the ,incinerator is operated, it runs for 


approximately three days before being shut down. It was normally 
not operated over the weekend. 


A tetea that he does not believe the 
ncinerator was illegally operated because the peo knows 
are very ethical and would not do such a thing. [knows 
that there is also a lot of tension between the union and the 
company and that if the incinerator was operated when it was not 


supposed to, the union officials would definitely report it to 
DOE. 
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The ash produced in the incinerator also has to be 
accounted for in a very precise manner. If the books don't 
balance for all of the barrels, materials, and ash, evervone 

1 in major trouble. 
would know about the accounting of nuclear 
materials. Only residue is burned in the 771 incinerator. They 
have not burned waste in it since the early eighties. For the 
last several years, great improvements have been made in the 
operations at the plant. 


During the time the incinerator was shut down, 
Rockwell employees did a physical inspection of all of the parts 
of the incinerator. knows from his experience that 
plutonium is a very Corrosive material and good cleaning 
procedures must_be fo ed with all the equipment in contact 
with plutonium. Jpelieves they were also working on a new 
heat sensor last fall or winter, but he does not believe they 
would have ever burned "cold" paper in it to test the heat 
sensor. He does not believe the sensor would have been tested 
before the incinerator began being used again. There are work 
orders for all work done on equipment. The work orders would 
show what and when maintenance was done on the incinerator and 
related equipment. 


rl knouledge, no one has deliberatel 
violated any regulations or laws at Rocky Flats. knows 
that over the years mistakes have been made out of ignorance, but 
not deliberately. To[________lIknowledge, all spi nd 
accidental discharges are reported property [oo a lained 
that when there is an accident, there is a subsequent 
investigation. At Rocky Flats they have four levels of 
investigations. The first level is the filling out of a form 
entitled, "Unusual Occurrence Report" (UOR). The UORs are 
circulated to all related personnel. The second level is Type B, 
which is a mixed investigation involving DOE and Rockwell. The 
third type is Type A, which is a formal investigation conducted 
by DOE, resulting in a formal report. These are done for major 
incidents. The fourth type is Type C, which is an investigation 
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Continuation of FD-302 of OOOO] on __ 6/14/89 rae > 


are certainly no purposeful disposal of radioactive/hazarđous 
materials by Rockwell. 


aware of allegations that DOE may not 
properly be supervising tion of Rockwell International 
at the Rocky Flats Ae eo ere that because of budgetary 
considerations, and the lack of manpower, the Department of 
Energy may not be able to provide all the supervision that he 
would like, but that they certainly do an adequate job with the 
resources available. 
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attention to the critical areas. Rockwell is good at responding 
to DOE's immediate needs. Rockwell will place their employees in 
the priorities that DOE places on them. 


stated he does not know what Rocky Flats will 
do when their legal limits for storage at Rocky Flats. 
advised that in regard to the limit of 1601 cubic yards 
a ey actually have a lot more space than that but they are 
not legally allowed to use it. One possibility would be to 
legally have that limit changed. Another possibility would be 
that the plant would have to be shut down, but even then there 
would still be a major problem because waste is still produced. 
Even if the plant were not operating, there would still be almost 
half as much waste produced because there is a good amount of 
waste associated with the maintenance of the equipment even when 
it is not operated. 


In regard to the list of 11 chemicals that were found 
in the waste water coming off of Rocky Flats as reported in the 
Affidavit for Search Warrant, tol knowledge they do not 
even have those chemicals on the facility. If a thorough search 
was conducted, he believes there might be as many as two or three 
of the chemicals at Rocky Flats, but probably not more than that. 

stated that anybody familiar with organic chemistry would 
now at it would be difficult to do such a search because each 
of the listed chemicals probably has four or five different ways 
of identifying the same chemical. If Rocky Flats has those 
chemicals, there would be invoices for the purchase of the 
chemicals. 
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LL _ [ESIephone number 

| [was interviewed] 


Building 771, the Plutonium 
Recovery 71 october, 1988, 
the building was shut down 


Building 771 is an older building where plutonium 
5 recovered from waste after it has been determined that it is 
economically feasible to recover. The waste is handled in a glove 
box area where it is initially sorted because different materials 
are treated differently in the process of plutonium recovery. Some 
wastes, like carbon products and ceramic, are not burnable and must 
be dissolved in nitric acid. Items like paper, plastic and 
cardboard are burnable. There is one incinerator at Building 771. 


In October of 1988, all of Building 771 was shut down due 
to safety violations. Nothing was to take place in that building 
with the exception of limited maintenance to insure the safety of 
the building. In approximately January, 1989, some additional 
maintenance, as well as construction, was allowed to take place at 
the building. In February, 1989, the acid dissolution of certain 
items was allowed. For each process that was allowed, approval was 
required. There was little activity in the building from October, 
1988, to January, 1989. presently[ Jbelieves that 95% of the 


same operation is presently taking place that took place during the 
shut down. 
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read the affidavit in support of the sea 


warrant 


he cannot see how the incinerator at 
Building 771 could have operated during the time alleged in the 
affidavit. For one thing, the incinerator is difficult to stop 
and start up and must be cleaned after use. was there 
duing this time period, he would have alm 
that something like this was taking place 
aware of anything being burned at Building 771 during this time 
period. In addition to this factor, he also believes that if 
burning were taking place, that thermal/infrared photography 
would have only shown a barely discernable difference in the 
stack temperature during burning, and while nothing was being 
burned. The stack in question is 260 feet in height, and 
contains filters and scrubbers that would have significantly 
cooled the exhaust. Additionally, from his understanding of the 
operation of the incinerator, only a small amount of items are 
burned at a given time and surely not enough to cause a 
significant heat generation at the top of the stack. However, in 
reading the affidavit[_______Jcan offer no explanation for the 
evidence indicating eos heat generation from that 


particular building. does not question the validity of the 
evidence presented 1 fidavit, but cannot explain it 
either. 


In addition to the allegations of materials being 
burned in Building 771 during this time period, s also 
aware of allegations of improper toxic and hazardous waste 
disposal at the plan. [_ _jhas observed or 
received no information indicating that waste is being disposed 
of in violation of the law. He has heard rumors to the effect 
that individuals have violated Rockwell policy regarding 
decontamination. For example, these rumors include individuals 
workers exceeding the allowable radiation limits washing their 
hands in a public bathroom to rid themselves of radiation, rather 


than properly decontaminating themselves in a specific area. 
22 specific instance of this. To his knowledge, there 


b7C 


b7C 
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conducted totally by Rockwell employees. A formal report is 
generated from this investigation. 


hear JIrraised hell" because the 


employee involved did not report the chromic acid spill when he 
cleaned it up. 


Three or four years له‎ to receive 
complaints from union employees because ey were under pressure 
from their manager to ignore safety problems. That is no longer 


the company is now very safety conscientious.‏ وتو متس 


oes not remember receiving any complaints about safety 
in the last year. 


that DOE has the authority to dismiss‏ الاك 
any Rockwe employee_who refuses to make necessary changes or‏ 
improvements is aware of the fact that in the last five‏ 
years, three employees have been dismissed for such problems.‏ 


state that DOE does not have enough resources 
o do an adequate control of Rockwell. In the last 10 years, 


DOE has been asked to do more work with less resources. They 
need three times as many employees as they have. Not only do 
they need more managers, but they need DOE Operational and DOE 
Quality Assurance People inside the plant on a full-time basis. 
DOE also needs more people to allow them to keep up with the new 
technology for nuclear operations. 


Another problem with the operations at Rocky Flats, is 
that DOE believes »Rockwell has more machinists than they need and 
they cannot get enough operators in Building 771 to do the work 
and produce as much as they could if they had more operators 
there. One problem is that it takes approximately 15 months to 
get a "Q" clearance for a new employee. 


does not believe that Rockwell takes advantage 
of DOE's lack of resources.[ Jbelieves that Rockwell is 
not trying to "get away" with anything. The Cost Plus Award Fee 
(CPAF) is used by DOE as a management tool to get Rockwell to pay 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No. 249-43 1200 Byron G. Rogers Federal Building 


Denver, Colorado 80202 


February 7, 1990 


2526 


FBI Engineering Research Facility 


Building 27958A 6۱| 03 LN 


Quantico, Virginia 22135 BANY 
DE 
Reference Special agent lg 2er FBI 
telephone calls to you on January 7 an anuary 12, 1990. 


Enclosed for your review and to be returned to the 
Denver Office of the FBI are the following: 


1. One VHS video cassette marked "47 minutes of 
overflight excerpts of RF infra-red for December, 
1988, and February, 1989, 


2. A guide to accompany: “Excerpts from the FBI and 
EPA overflight surveillance of the U. S. Department 
of Energy (DOE), Rocky Flats Nuclear Plant; on 
December 9, 1988, December 10, 1988, December 15, 
1988, and February 25, 1989." 


3. Two enlarged color photographs with annotated 
overlays for[ — eport marked "PIC 89762." DIC 


4. Rocky Flats Area Plot Map, July 3, 1988. Ae 


By way of background, the Rocky Flats Nuclear Plant is a 
DOE owned and corporate contracted nuclear weapons facility. 
Rocky Flats is a hazardous waste treatment, storage and disposal 
facility where thermo nuclear weapons components are fabricated. 
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a. Scene number 1 has two known temperature b7C 
sources. After reviewing the video; are 
interpretations correct for scenes 2, 
, 4, and 5 (That the two different scenes can 
| be compared?). 


b. Is it your independent expert opinion that the 
سوه‎ -~ 一. video scenes 2, 3, 4, and 5 can be interpreted 
as "hot", as characterized by That 
the 771 emission stack in scenes Z, 3, 4, and 5 
is thermally equivalent to scene 1, at 5 
degrees fahrenheit). 


۱ - -I appreciate your time and interest in reviewing this 
ates os matter. In reply please refer to Denver file 249-43, Major Case 
“~~ -27) in the event their are any questions, free to 


contact sai [telephone numbe FTS). 


Sincerely yours, 


ROBERT L. PENCE 
Special Agent in Charge 


By: THOMAS J. COYLE 
Assistant Agent in Charge 


In October, 1988, an investigative decision, with 
prosecutorial concurrence, was made to utilize NIGHTSTALKER for 
aerial infra-red surveillance at Rocky Flats. The plan included 
submitting the infra-red tapes to the EPA, Environmental 
Monitoring Systems Lab (EMSL), for interpretation. 


On December 9, 1988, December 10, 1988, December 15, 
1988, and February 25, 1989, NIGHTSTALKER recorded various infra- 
red _ images. The December, 1988, interpretations were reported by 

on January 2, 1989, and the February, 1989 
interpretations were reported by n May 30, 1989. The 
December 9, 1988, overflight include e recording of heat 
sources at a Colorado utility while enroute to Rocky Flats. 


On June 6, 1989, the Denver Office of the FBI and EPA 
obtained and executed a search warrant at Rocky Flats. The 
allegations, in part, asserted probable cause that the Building 
771 incinerator emission stack (ES west of 207C) had sufficient 
thermal heat on the night of the December, 1988, overflights to 
believe that the incinerator was operating. DOE and Rockwell have 
publicly denied that the Building 771 incinerator had been 
operated in December, 1988. 


It is being requested that you submit a written response 
to the following questions and please include any other 
observations that you may have as a result of this request: 


1. The brand name, model and year of manufacture for 
the NIGHTSTALKER FLIR device. 


2. The temperature range that the FLIR, in item 1, can 
distinguish. Particularly, is there a limited 
temperature range for each scene, and how many 
distinguishable shades of black, grey and white. 


a. The maximum temperature that the FLIR can 
identify? 


b. The minimum temperature that the FLIR can 
identify? 


C. Does the FLIR system calibrate for the maximum 
temperature (2.a) in each scene, or the hottest 
item in the scene? 


d. Once the hottest item is read by the FLIR, is 
the coldest item the minimum temperature (2.b) 
or is it scaled? 


e. Can different FLIR scenes be compared for 
interpretation? 


3. Regarding the video enclosure (Item 1): 


PIC 


